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TH method of writing books of voyages and travels has, of 

late years, received confiderable improvement. Formerly, 
moft publications of this kind were mere journals of occur- 
tences, loaded with tedious minutenefs of detail, and feldom 
enlivened by ingenious remarks, or embellifhed with the graces 
of ftyle:—but, fince Brydone wrote his elegant travels in Si- 
cily *, adegree of emulation has been excited among this clafs 
of writers, which has given birth to many productions that, 
ion account of the manner in which they are written, inde- 
pendently of the information which they contain, may be pe- 
rufed with pleafure by the fcholar and the man of tafte. 

Under this defcription, we have no difficulty in introducing 
to the attention of our readers the volumes of Travels now lying 
before us. Mr. Owen, whofe literary tafte has been formed 
in one of our beft fchools, has provided for the public a courfe 
of elegant entertainment, in which curious articles of informa- 
tion, and fenfible and liberal refle€tions, are prefented to the 
reader in a neat and claffical ftyle. ‘The route which he has 
taken obliges him to defcribe many things that have been 
noted by former travellers, but the narrative is by no means 
deftitute of new food for curiofity ; and though the writer has 
both in fentiment and language uniformly preferved the deco- 
rum of the clerical character, his work contains fo much in- 
terefting matter, that there is no danger of its incurring cenfure 
for infipidity or dulnefs. Of the merit of his publication we 
fhall enable our readers to form a judgment, by prefenting them 
with a few extracts. We begin with his account of the cele- 
bration of a Good-Friday in Bruffels : 
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« A card-party was formed on Friday evening, being the Vendredt 
Saint, the fingular objeé&t of which induces me to mention it. Tt was 
held at the apartments of the Comteffe de Choifeul, and attended by 
moft of the fathionable people. Agreeably tothe law of the aflembly, 
the gains of the evening were to be difpofed of, at the difcretion of 
the lady of the houfe, in purpofes of charity. ‘Fhis is a cultom of 
ancient eftablifliment. 

« An aflembly of this nature, where pleafure and religion are com- 
bined, muft give birth to many fingular impreflions. No day in the 
calendar can wear a more gloomy face, or excite more devotional 
{entiments in the breatt of a catholic, than the day of the crucifixion, 
E.very means are employed to excite fuperftitious horror, and recal to 
the mind the memory of that darknefs which enveloped the face of 
the earth. All that breathes the air of diffipation muft be entirely 
banifhed, and amufement fo qualified by motive, and fo chaltifed by 
aufterity, as to receive the ferious caft of religious. exercife. To- 
morrow is. I underftand, the concluding day of this fevere penance : 
confolation will then be adminiftered to the confciences of the devo- 
tees, who will emerge, fully acquitted of al] paft guilt, and at liberty 
to commence a frefh account. ‘The ftreets, parade, and promenades 
will refume their brilliancy: at prefent, they exhibita ftriking picture 
of fpiritual indolence. Superftition has long fince confecrated this 
week to purpofes which are deemed incompatible with fecular occu- 
pation. The days being too facred for labour, and too long for de- 
votion, a great part of time is yawned away in hiftlefs ennu:. 

‘ The confecration of days* is a cuftom of barbarous origin; and 
the pious enthufiafm of the firft Chriftians gave it the fanction of their 
own obfervance. The church of England, which has had the merit 
of reftoring to faciety the days and weeks hallowed by bigotry, ftill 
retains fome few, which fhe refufes to fecularize, and which ferve, 
like the ancient hangings in a modernized manfion, to mark the date 
of thevedifice, and perpetuate the tafte of thofe who undertook its 
reform. It is plain, the contract between pricft and people in thofe 
regions of fuperftition, is very much in favour of the former, though 
equally to the fatisfa€tion of each. ‘The latter furrender without re- 
juétance the fruits of their labour to the ufe of the former, who only 
engage for an undefined retribution—a bright reverfion in the fky— 
at fome future and diftant period.’ 


The impreffion which the French revolution made on the 
mind of our traveller, at the early period of which he writes, 
may be feen in the following account of the alteration that it 
had produced at Strafburgh : 

‘ The general complaint at Strafbourg was want of money. No- 
thing is to be found in circulation but paper and copper. ‘* Tout 


iroit bien,”’ faid an old man, ‘* fi on avoit de l’argent.”” At all the 
fhops, the greatelt apprehenfions are entertained of being paid for 


« * This is only to be underftood in reference to days confecrated 
to particular perfons.” 
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their merchandize in. papers This, amongft each other, they are 
obliged to admit; but in their intercourfe with ftrangers, they itrug- 
gle very hard for fpecie. 

« T turned into the fhop of a Marchande dé mode; to purchafe fome 
srticles. ‘The bargain was itruck, the feveral particulars wrapped up, 
and I was fearching in my pocket for the money ; when obferving me 
draw out fome paper by accident, fhe laid immediate liold upon the 
packet I had purchafed, and demanded with hatte, “ Allez-vous me 
payer en papier, Monfieur?”? <* Si fait,” faid I. «* Eh bien 
donc,’’ replied fhe, ‘* je garderai ma marchandife.’’ I foon relieved 
her of the anxiety fhe felt, and brought a glow upon her cheek, by 
counting out upon the table the fum agreed. This is indeed the 
greateft—I had almoft faid the only— grievance that | have difcovered 
among them; and they fcruple not to prediat, that the very favour- 
able fale of the national domains will raife the credit of their paper, 
and give them as much money as they have liberty. 

‘ | mutt affure you, that I found the ftate of the people in this part 
of France very different from what it had been reprefented. At 
Manheim and Worms, reports prevailed of the moft ferious tumults 
now reigning in France; and we were more than once cautioned 
againit trufting ourfelves amongtft a canaille, who would hang us up at 
the lamp-poft for a word or alook. This ftatement has fo little con- 
nection with truth, that every thing paffes with the utmoft order; 
and, fo far as I can judge from obfervation and report, freedom of 
remark encounters lefs danger here than at the court of Manheim. 
Nothing could furpafs the flrictnefs which prevailed in every quarter 
where the fugitive nobility are received; and if I might draw con- 
clufions refpecting the country at large from what I fee around me, 
reftraint of opinion is exiled with thofe who owed to its exiftence their 
guilty pre-eminence. 

‘ The day after our arrival was rendered feftive by a new enrol- 
ment of National guards. ‘This was formed out of the citizens over 
the age of eighteen years, and was effected without the leaft fymptom 
of diforder. Pefide the guard thus regularly embodied, the citizens 
are feen every evening in different parts of the town, learning, againit 
an emergency, the ufe of arms. It certainly is animating to read, in 
a thoufand confpicuous places, proclamations fetting forth the right 
of private judgment; allowing to every man the free exercife of his 
opinion in matters of religion; and eftablifhing to each individual the 
liberty of adopting that mode of worfhip he bett approves. 

‘ This would, however, be nugatory and ridiculous, were the 
flighteft encouragement given to contumacy and diforder. ‘This has 
been faid out of the country ; but the contrary has appeared wherever 
I have enquired. 1 read upon the door of the cathedral at Srrafbourg 
an advertifement, which ftated, ** That a young man having be- 
haved improperly in the cathedral during the performance of divine 
fervice ; and, after admonition from the centinel, perfilied in a con- 
duét unbecoming the folemnity of the place and cccafion, was, by the 
officers of the police, fentenced to imprifonment for this in/u/t offered 
to religious wworfbip,’? ‘Yhis accords but i!l with a toleration of dif- 


order,’ 
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An amufing defcription is given of this traveller’s vifit to 
Ferney * during a feftival in honour of the revolution: but it is 
too long for us to copy.—Mr. Gibbon refided at Laufanne, 


when Mr. O. vifised that place. He thus remarks on that cele- 
brated man: 


« Gibbon is the grand monarque of literature at Laufanne: I have 
feen, converfed, and dined with him. ‘Thefeare, I think, the three 
requifites, in order to know fomething of a man. His converfation 
is correét and eloquent; his periods are meafured, and his manner of 
delivering them folemn. He appears rather inditing to an amanuen- 
fis, than holding converfation with a ftranger. But though he talks 
too oracularly,—he is at his table cheerful, frank, and convivial. 
His hofpitalities are however not ftrilly patriotic: his predileGtton for 
the Swifs is notorious; and, as alove of pre-eminence may not be 
clafied amongft the leaft of his failings, he feems to have decided well 
in the choice of his fociety.’ 


A picturefque defcription is given of the Glaciers, and of the 
adjoining mountains and valleys. The convent of St. Bernard, 
frequently mentioned by former travellers, and often in our 
Review, affords the author many entertaining particulars, 

In Italy, the celebrated produtions, antient and modern, of 
the fine arts, occupy a confiderable portion of our traveller’s 
attention: but we pafs over this part of the work, which has 
lefs originality than the reft, to leave room for two or three 
paflages defcriptive of manners. 


_ Mr. Owen happened to be in Rome during the bufy time of 
Chriftmas, and faw high mafs performed at St. Peter’s; he 
gives a lively defcription of the ceremony : 


¢ High mafs was, on the day of the Nativity, performed by the 
Pope at St. Peter’s, where, on this occafion, there is no admittance 
but in full drefs—for his Holinefs, though itiling himfelf the “* Ser- 
vant of Servants,’ will not play off his holiday farces to any thing 
but bags and fwords. In the different ftages of this ceremonial, the 
attitudes of the Sovereign Pontiff were as ridiculous and varied as thofe 
of a polture matter. They placed him in a low chair—ftripped him 
to his fannel waittcoat, and feemed difpofed to fhew him every indig- 
nity. This, as I imagined, for it was pantomime throughout,—was 
to picture to us the humility of the Saviour. They didnot, however, 
fufer him to continue long in this ftate of degradation. He was foon 
rettored to his former fplendor; and paraded hefore us, as we knelt, 
difplaying his handfome leg and flipper, with much apparent fatif- 
faction. {happened to be pofted in an avenue which led tathe grand 
altar, and therefore had an oppcrtunity of obferving clofely every 
thing which was conveyed backwards and forwards by the numerous 
priecits who attended. It was truly ludicrous to fee five or fix men in 
furplices, carrying with great folemnity as many difhes of dreffed up 
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napkins, and meeting an equal number, who were, with the fame 
religious grimace, carrying of thofe that had been ufed. 

« { will not diffemble the wearinefs I felt at the length of thefe ce- 
remonies. His Holinefs was, it muft be acknowledged, an admir- 
able a&tor; but the Cardinals did not fupport their parts with fo 
good a grace; and a degree of coldnefs and indifferency pervaded 
the generality of the fpectators—evidently portending fome great 
approaching change. Devotion is certainly much on the decline. 
Subjects are handled in general converfation, which have little alli- 
ance with credulity and fubmiffion. In fhort, the pillars of papal 
cyranny feem loofening apace ; and its ultimate fubverfion is an event 
which cannot long be delayed. Inthe prefent fituation of things, the 
energy operating from within will be afiifted by a powerful smperus 
from without ; the majefty of Papal Rome is unqueftionably and irre- 
yocably doomed to fall, and great will be the fall of it.’ 


Of Romith fuperftition, other curious examples are related : 


‘ Iris furprifing to fee by how many arts the Romith priefthood ftudy 
to amufe, and to profit by the credulity of their followeis. The feftival 
of St. Antonio, not the Paduan Antony, the patron of fifhes, but 
Antony the protector of horfes, mules, and affes, afforded mea ftrong 
peoof of the artifices of catholic impofture. ‘his ceremony was per- 
formed in a public fquare. A prieft in furplice ftood at the door of 
the church, and with a long brufh, dipped, as often as occafion re- 
quired, into a pail full of holy water, fcattered this untion three times 
upon the horfes, as they entered into the court. ere all the equi- 
pages of the nobility, no lefs than the horfes of hire, are driven, de- 
corated with ribands. ‘The prieft received from the votaries of the 
Saint, large wax candles, money, &c. according to their choice or 
means; while he gave them in return, a {mall print of the Saint, and 
a flight fprinkle of holy water. I treated the ceremony with fome 
degree of levity, and received a rebuke from a true fon of the church ; 
who told me of many fatal accidents which had befallen thofe who re- 
fufed to have their horfes carried to the benediction of St. Antony. 

* The church of the Jefuits alfo offers a fcene of barbarous and 
abfurd fuperitition, Within this church, the fcourge is nightly ufed; 
and I have it froma catholic, who, I dare venture to affirm, has been 
of the number, that multitudes refort to the penance which is here ad- 
miniftered. The lights are extinguifhed, and the penitents of both 
fexes offertheir bare fhoulders to whatever number of ftripes their fins 
may appear to deferve. I have more than once refolved to acquaint 
myfelf of the fa& ; but, underftanding that the ftilletto would certainly 
difpatch me, were I found thus obtruding upon their folemn myfteries, 


I have concluded to admit the hiftory upon the credit of my re- 
porter.’ 


The ufe of the ftilletto, though lefs frequent than formerly, is 


by no means at anend. The author gives the fullowing anece 
dote, on his own knowlege: | 


* I have myfelf icen a flagrant inftance of this nature upon a late 
occafion, in one of the mott public quarters of the city. A man, who 
feemed to be tran{ported with rage, was ftruggling with two or three, 
who found great difficulty in holding him, His knife glittered in his 
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hand, and he ufed every effort and expreflion of violence. I had 
{carcely turned into the Piazza del Popolo, when I faw a number of 
people hurrying away another, armed alfo with a ftilletto, who ap- 
peared the antagonilt of the former. ‘This lait quickly forced his 
way from his friends, and rufhed into the houfe occupied by the other, 
where in all probability the mifchief was completed. What furprifed 
me mott in viewing this circumftance was, that though happening in 
the face of day, it feemed fearcely to engage at all the attention of 
the people ; who, while | took refuge in my apartments, chilled with 


horror, pafled to their devotions, or their bufinefs, with apparent un- 
concern.’ 


Striking proofs of the low ftate of education and morals in 
Rome will be found in the following paflage : 


‘ The defeé& of education is ftrongly vifible in the Roman ladies. 
Their converfation is confined to the moft ordinary topics. Few of 
the firft condition can write their names ; at lealt fuch is the report 
which I have frequently heard: and for fo much | can anfwer, that 
an Englifh Lady has written to a Princefs of great beauty at Naples, 
who has caufed her to be informed, that fhe is learning to write; and 
hopes, in courfe of time, to acquire the art fuihciently for the purpofe 
of correfpondence. Her filter is married to a Roman Duke—and the 
Neapolitan Princefs is faid to be the beft educated of the two. I re- 
marked to a native, how extraordinary it was, that the education of 
the females fhould be fo grolsly neglected, He replizd, «* By na 
means—it was totally unneceflary ; for that a woman before the is 
married, is clofely confined, fees little fociety, and muft have no 
communications ; and that when flie is married, il Cavaliere fervente 
fa tutto per lei,—-her Cicifbeo undertakes every thing for her.”’ 

¢ Morals are furely at alow ebb in this city. All circumftances 
concur to favor their corruption ; and a!though it would be juit to 
ufe caution in pronouncing upon ecclefiattical morality, yet a life of 
fplendor and faihion under the law of celibacy, is not the beit fc- 
curity for private virtue. ‘The darknefs of the ftreets has been in it- 
felf alledged, as having an objec not ftrictly f{piritual; and the re- 
proof which | received from an Abbé ata converfazione, for carrying 
atorch, on my return late in the evening from a Cati¢, led me to 
infer—that the churchmen may have reaions for prohibiting lights, 
which it would be little to their credit publicly to avow.’ 


After the example of former travellers, Mr. Owen vifits 
mount Vefuvius, the ruins of Pompeia, &c. and defcribes them. 
The account of thefe forms a very entertaining part of the fe- 
cond volume, We fhall copy a paragraph or two. 


‘ From the Lava of Vefuvius, I have been to vifit the ruins of 
Pompeia ; and, having taken a peep into the Gulph icfelf, was defir- 
ous of feeing its deitructive effects upon thofe who are fo unfortunate 
as to fiand in its neighbourhood. Difcovered by accident, and laid 
open by induftry, part of the antient town of Pompcia, deftroyed by 
a fhower of burning afhes, now ftands expofed to the {pettator’s eye. 
A {quare of fome extent, a perfect ftreet, a {mall burying-place, and 


2 temple of Ifis, are all that have yet been traced out beneath the in- 
cumbent ioil, 
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© From all that appears in the military prifons, the tkulls, &c. the 
fate of this town mutt have been fo fudden, as to admit of little efcape ; 
and it is fomewhat extraordinary, that a period of one thouland feyen 
hundred years fhould have elapfed without any difcoveries mad: of 
an entire town funk amidft the foil—particularly when it is confidered, 
that the earth is not, in the deepett parts yet explored, more than 
twelve feet raifed above the buildings. ‘Tne ftreet is the mot perfee 
curiofity that Europe has to fhew ; and may indilputably be placed at 
the head of thofe monuments which preferve the traces of antient 
times. The opening to this ftreet is ornamented with a fountain, and 
it terminates in a burying-place, decorated with fepulchral lamps. 
The ftreet is narrow, paved with lava, and worn into ruts by the 
whee!s of the antient carriages. ‘There is on each fide a footway, 
confiderably raifed above the carriage track; and fhops of various 
character, in uninterrupted fucceflion. Many of thefe are traced with 
tolerable acceracy to the particular profetlon, or merchandize, under 
which they were antiently clafied; fuch as furgery, wine-vaalts, 
cottee-houfes, &c. 

‘ The houfes are, with very little variation, conftruéted upon an 
uniform plan; and coolnefs feems in ail to have been particularly at- 
tended to. ‘They are fo , ~feétly cleared of all thofe afhes under 
which they once lay, that the traveller can now enter every apart- 
ment, and examine them with the moft perfect convenience. ‘he 
fhops are ornamented with paintings in ftucco, emblematical of their 
character ; and the chambers covered with groupes of a wanton and 
amorous defcription. ‘To each is, for the moft part, annexed a {mall 
court-yard, having a refervoir of water in the center. All the parts of 
this {treet are fo accurately preferved, that it reiembles more a model 
of what may have been, than a monument of what really exilted: and 
I have yet vifited no ruins of paft times, in which the images were 
prefented to the mind more entire and confiitent,’ 


Of Vienna a full and entertaining defcription is given. We 
may extract the author’s amufing account of the puolic eating- 


houfes: ; 
‘ In all thefe houfes the cuftom is, to give every man his portion 
feparate ; infomuch that though numbers dine at the fame table, they 
feldom dine in common, In almoft all the dining-hoafes here, a bill 
of fare, containing a vaft collection of diihes, is written cut, and the 
prices affixed to each article. As the people of Vienna eat of variety, 
the calculation at the conclufion of the repaft would appear fomewhat 
embarrafling ; this, however, is done bv mechanical habit with great 
fpeed. The cuftom is for the party who has dined, to name the 
dithes, his quantity of bread and wine. ‘The keller, who attends on 
this occafion, follows every article you name, with the fum which 
this adds to the calculation; and the whole is performed, to whatever 
amount, without ink or paper. It 1s curious to hear this ceremony, 
which is muttered with great gravity, yet performed with accuracy 
and difpatch. It is inconceivable how numerous thefe houfes are in 
Vienna, to which we have in England nothing that correfponds ex- 
actly. There is fomething remarkably pleafant in this mode cf living. 
D4 ‘\n 
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An evening feldcm pafies in thefe houfes without mufic, and the Ger- 
man dances have an air of vivacity and cheerfulnefs fuperior to all 
others. 

‘ Ihave been often regaled by a ftrolling band at one of thefe 
houfes; where, deeming myfelf totally unknown, I was accuftomed 
to pafs an evening hour. I ufually entered this, wrapped in my 
cloak, and took my feat in a corner of the room, where I might re- 
gifter what paffed without attraGling notice, A principal part of my 
amufement ‘arofe from the warm debates of fome worthy citizens, 
who, having difpatched the bufinefs of the day, were relaxing their 
minds with a little politics. I was diverted to hear thefe great per- 
fonages regulating the affairs of empires—leading the combined armies 
into the heart of France, by a fhorter cut than the Duke of Brunfwick 
had taken— making the rebels own their lawful king, and receive 
their expatriated princes. I had remarked every night that I fre- 
quented this houfe, a little man of uncouth figure, and ynpropitious 
phyfiognomy ; and had obferved him conftantly twirling a large key 
over his finger, whenever he entered into copverfation, and ftrikin 
this forcibly againft the table, when he wifhed to eftablifh his argu- 
ment or filence his adverfary. I was aftonifhed to find fo much wit 
and pleafantry in his difcourfe. He rallied with much vivacity all na- 
tions, and all governments—but his own. He thought that France 
and Switzerland, which boafted of the pureft conftitutions, had lefs 
liberty than the Auftrians, whofe conftitution of government he owned 
was the worft. ‘* In Switzerland,’? faid he, ‘* a man cannot fpeak 
his fentiments without hazard of imprifonment, nor in France without 
the danger of decapitation ; while in Vienna a man may indulge him- 
felf in all freedom of remark, and runs no rifk, till he lends his aid 
to plots, cabals, and confpiracies.’’ 

‘ There are, however, difcontents at Vienna; and, were there all 
that freedom of fpeech on which the orator infifled, the coffee-houfes 
would refound with the complaints and remonftrances of the people. 
On the various topics he ran over, he exprefled himfelf with great 
vehemence, took much fnuff, ard {mote frequently with his key. 
Some intelligence which | picked up from the houfe has acquainted 
me, that he has lately married a very pretty woynan; and that every 
evening when he leaves her, he locks the door, and pockets the key. 
I will make no apclogy for thefe colorings after nature— however 
remote from the {plendid fcenes of life: my fortune has at prefent 


thrown me into thofe walks of fociety, where higher incidents 
cannot occur.’ 


This article might eafily be extended by other entertaining 
extracts: but we defift, beeaufe we have little doubt that the 
preceding fpecimens will be fufficient to excite in our readers a 
defire of perufing the whole work, which we think ourfelves 
warranted in recommending to their attention. 
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Aut. Ul. Sermons delivered at the Sunday-Evening Le@ure, for thg 
Winter Seajon, at the Old Fewry. By Jofeph Fawcett. 2 Vols. 
8vo. pp. 8606. 12s. Boards. Johnfon. 1795. 


LTHOUGH the art of preaching has been practifed nearly 
two thoufand years, it ftill remains in a ftate far fhort of 
that perfection to which oratory of other kinds was carried 
among the antient Greeks and Romans. One principal reafon 
for this appears to be, that few preachers have taken due pains 
to unite found fenfe, and folid argument, with the powerful charm 
of eloquence, If, on the one fide, they have been ambitious of 
acquiring the reputation of rational preaching, they have been 
contented with the fimple exhibition of plain truth, in the clear 
difcuffion of fome theological point, in correé& explanations of 
fcripture, or in cool eflays on fome topic of practical morality, 
If, on the other fide, they have afpired at the honours of elo- 
quence, or been defirous of gaining popularity, they have, too 
commonly, either dazzled the imaginations of their hearers 
with fublime myfteries,—agitated their paffions with exagge- 
rated defcriptions, or fanatical rhapfodies,;—or amufed them 
with flafhy harangues on general topics, The union of reafon, 
fancy, and paffion, in pulpit oratory, has been a rare attain- 
ment, of which fermons iffued from the prefs have afforded 
few examples. We are happy, however, in being able to ree 
commend the difcourfes now before us, as poflefling thele united 
excellencies in an uncommon degree. 

Mr. Faweett’s firft qualification for pulpit oratory is a 
fancy uncommonly vigorous and inventive :—but he difplays, 
at the fame time, great ftrength of intellect, and a mind inured 
to obfervation and reficction. The thoughts and fentiments 
which form the bafis of his difcourfes are folid and judicious ; 
and they are exhibited with a compafs and variety of language, 
which will not be eafily paralelled. Sometimes the ftyle is 
plain and neat, without any greater diverfity, or higher ornae 
ment, than is fuitable to didactic difcourfe ; fometimes, parti~ 
cularly where the preacher has to encounter what he deems po- 
pular error, it is logical and argumentative: but it more fre- 
quently flows with abundant amplification, is enlivened by in- 
genious illuftration, is enriched with fplendid imagery, and is 
animated by bold perfonificatian, and all the figures of ftrong 
and impaffioned eloquence, A lively picture of this kind is exe 
hibited in the following paffage from a fermon on death: 

‘ Figure to yourfelves the death-bed of a domeitic tyrant, and fay, 
if in all the round of nature, there is another fcene fo full of fadnefs ! 
Behold him forlorn, and friendlefs, in the very centre of his cone 
nexions! an exile from home, in the bofom of his family ! His cham- 
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ber, whatever the number of attendants upon his body that may be 
ia it,isalla dreary folitude to his heart ! Menial fervice executes his 
will; — medical ictence fells him afliftance;— Avarice of his property 
obferves the forms of affection ;— Duty diicharges » perhaps, each de- 
cent office; —Pity regards a wretch, with a relenting eye ;—Mercy 
forgets the offence of him, who can no longer offend, and requites 
inhuman cruelty with haman kindnefs :—but ‘Love is not in the room ; ; 
-—-Gratitude, fondly officious, and affeCionately bufy, is not among 
the minifters to his Jal wecefiities ;— Solicitude 1s not to be feen, fit- 
ting tenderly by his fide, exploring his latent with, lupplying his rifing 
Want, fup porung Isis Golki ing fortitude, providing a piliow for his un- 
ealy mind, laying an arm underneath his anxious heart, or pouring 
2 paiionate prayer for the prclongation of his life, or for peace in 
his death. His heart is tabbed, while his weaknefs is fultained, 
while his pains are mitigated, by attentions which he knows to pro- 
eced, not from affection, but from forgiveneis. Thole, cf whofe blood 
he is the fountain, behold his vital current top for ever, without 
forrow; and they who follow him to his grave, are mourners only 
in their garb, [f any thing can give additional gloom to the lait mo- 
anents of a guilty man, furely it is this circumitance.’ 


An allegorical reprefentation of vicious pleafure is well fup- 
ported, in a fermon * on the wifdom of devoting the whole life 
to — 


« [have afferted, that the region of fenfual excefs, all elyfian as it 
looks to the eye of Inexperience, wears, only through a {mall part of 
it, that beautiful appearance, which entices the foot of man to tra- 
verfe it. I have told the incredulous fancy of Youth, hard to be per- 
duaded that the difcouraging account is true, while captivated by the 
bicoming afpect of that part of the enchanting ground which can be 
feen by an eye without it; while ravifhed by the odours that are 
wafted from it by every patling wind; and the gladfome founds of 
the viol and the lute that iflue from its fhades ; 1 have told the charm- 
ed fpetator of the feducing {pot, that it 1s only in profpect that the 
realin of Pleafure prefents this inviting and pleafant face; that it is 
but the outfide {mile of a land which is fuil of frowns within; that it 
rs only a little way that the road of him, who refolves to direct his 
journey over it, is found to Jie through fuch a lovely fcene as that on 
which he ts looking ; that the flowers and fragrance and luxuriant 
richnefs of fituation, which fo firongly attract his footleps that way, 
are confined to the fkirts of the country before him: I have told him, 
that he who penetrates into the heart of it, finds, for thofe bowers of 
delight that met him at his entrance, the dreary caverns of Melan- 
choly 5; that inftead of the {mooth and beautiful lawns, all verdure to 
his eye, and all velvet to his foot, that tirft received his fteps, long 
tracts of defert, and tangled paths, and rough places, and thorns and 
briars facceed ; and in the reom of the fongs of gaiety, that faluted _ 
his ear, and folicit ed his ac ccompaniment, at his joyous outlet, the 
only founds he bas to hear, or to join, are the fighs of depreflion, and 
the groans of ficxnels, a, | have laid, ag ain and again, to the 
young admirer of she groumds of Pleature, {uch are the gloomy forms, 
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whatever be the florid face that may meet the profpedlive eye, with 
which the bofom of that deccitful land abounds.’ 


It would be eafy to extract many other fpecimens, equally 
ftriking, of this preacher’s oratorical powers. - 

In many of thefe Sermons, obvious truths and familiar 
do&rines are prefented to the mind with a variety of illuftra- 
tion, and with a degree of vivacity and force, which fupply 
the place of novelty. Of this kind, befides the difcourfes al- 
ready mentioned, are the fermons on the following fubje&s: 
the omniprefence of God ; God our creator; virtue recom- 
mended from the evanefcent nature of man; poverty with 
virtue preferable to wealth without; the purfuit of happinefs ; 
the infecurity cf virtue ; the prolific nature of vice ; the lapfe 
of time an argument for moral difpatch. In other difcourfes, 
Mr. F. difplays a confiderable degree of originality of thought 
and argument. ‘Treating on the comparative fum of happinefs 
and mifery in human hfe, he very fuccefsfully brightens the 
piclure by contrafting its felicities with its miferies, and by 
fhewing that human fufferings are alleviated by increafing in- 
fenfibility, employment, focial connections, natural conftitu- 
tion, and hope. We muft detain our readers on this fermon, 
while we quote a beautiful paflage : 

‘ Various are the fituations in human life which, to you who are 
furrounded with brighter circumftances, and which to them who erter 
into them for the firit time, wear even a midnight gloom ; but which, 
to thofe who have continued in them for fome time, have affumed a 
mere lightfome afpeét ; and are become the feats of fober, though 
not of animated happinefs. ‘Io him, who, from a funny fituation, 
fends his eve through the openings into a thick wood, the fylvan ca- 
vities feem of a raven dye, and appear totally to exclude the day ; 
amidit the meridian blaze, they relemble fo many caves of darknefs : 
and he that, fuddenly, from the glare of noon, paffes into deep um- 
brage, feels a perfect night fall upon his path: but, in a few moments, 
the icene clears up; his eye recovers from the fhock of the change ; 
he finds he has not entirely loit the day; that he has only exchanged 
Its gayer, and gaadier appearances, for a more folemn light, and a 
graver verdure. In the {ame manner, the heart, that is fuddenly re- 
moved from the Juminous, to the glcomy fituations in human life, is 
at firit oppreffed by the gloom, and perceives nothing but darknefs ; 
but after a time, the gloom grows, leis ; the place looks lighter; and 
the night has brightened by degrees into moderated and dufky day.’ 

In a difcourfe chiefly argumentative, Mr. F. maintains an 
opinion which has its foundation in the-doctrine of neceflity, 
that “ right and wrong judgment is the origin of virtue and 
vice,’ and that men never act wrongly except in confequence 
of erroneous opinions, ‘To the fame fource we trace the fenti- 
ments of a fermon, in which the author maintains that the 
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proper fecling to be exercifed towards bad men is pity, not in- 
dignation nor aveifion; a fentiment which will be thought, by 
many, who have not thoroughly digefted and adopted the ne- 
ceflarian do€trine, to be a dangerous extreme. In fome other 
difcourfes, particularly that in which ju/fice is confidered as an 
adequate expreffion of a virtuous character, end that in which 
Chriftianity is vindicated in not directly tnculcating friendfhip 
and patriotifm, Mr. i’, approaches nearly to the theory of Mr. 
Godwin, but does not embrace it in its full extent.—T he liberal 
fentiment, that moral fervices are required from men only in pro- 
portion to their natural capacities and opportunities, is illuftrated 
and applied in a manner which may contribute toextend the exer- 
cifeof candour confiderably beyond its ufual limit. —On the fub- 
jet of ¢ pure and {piritual worhhip,’ fuperftition is combated with 
great ftrength of argument, as well as force of eloquence ; and 
it is ftrenuoufly maintained that morality is the whole of reli- 
gion, and that all worfhip, confidered independently of its moral 
effet on the mind of the worfhipper, and as terminating in 
itfelf, is in no degree a recommendation to the divine Being. 
A confiderable degree of novelty of argument will alfo be found 
in a difcourfe * on the refpect due to all men,” which admirably 
chaitifes the pride of rank, wealth, and fcience; and in an- 
other on ‘ difinterefted goodnefs,’ in which even a regard to 
approbation, and the expectation of gratitude, are reprefented 
as beneath the attention of a generous mind. 

Befides the fermons already particularized, the volumes contain 
difcourfes on felf-deception ; fpiritual pride ; opportunities of 
beneficence not confined to the rich; fortitude ; the power of 
evil habit; reflections on the natural notifications of time. 
The whole number is twenty-fix. 

The principal defects, which we have remarked in thefe 
difcourfes, are, too great fondnefs for amplification, which 
fometimes draws out the fermon to an unneceflary and immo- 
derate length; a propenfity to egotifm ; and, occafionally, an 
attempt to catch applaufe by pretty conceits, fuch as the fol- 
lowing: * thefe hands have miniftered to my neceflities without 
contracting any fpot ;’'—‘ more is the motto of the human 
mind ;’—* while you fold your hands, time folds not up his 
wings ;’—* it is enough to agitate a ftatue ;’—* him who hear- 
kens to the filver chimes of the fpheres.’— Thefe are blemifhes 
which a chaftifed tafte would have avoided: but they are trifles, 
barely worth notice amid the various and uncommon merit of 
thefe fermons ;—compared with which it may not be eafy to 
find many volumes, that can boaft fo happy an union of found 
fenfe and ufeful inftruction with all the graces and energies of 
oratory. 
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Art. Ill. The Hiftory and Antiquities of the County of Leicefiers 
Compiled from the beft and mott antient Hiftorians, &c. &c. Ine 
clading alio, Mr. Burton’s Deicription of the County, publithed ig 
1522; and the later Collections of Mr. Staveley, Mr. Carte, Mr, 
Peck, and Sir ‘Thomas Cave. By John Nichols, F. S, A, dine 
burch and Perth. In 4 vols. folio. 

rol y. Part * inino IntroduStory Records, Ilultrations, & 

Vol. 1. Parts. ontaining In ct ry rds, trations, &c, 
&c. and the Early Hiftory of the ‘Town of Letcetter, 

Vol. 2. Part 1. Containing Framland Hundred, 

Common paper, sl. 5s. Royal paper, 71.75. boards. Nichols. 1795. 


At the view of two large and well filled folios, the com- 
+2 mencement only of a more extenfive defign, the firft idea 
that ccecurs to the mind is that of prodigious and almoft ineane 
ceivable labour. On a more particular confideration, how- 
ever, of the matter compofing thefe volumes, it will appear 
that the labour is fo much more that of the collector, compiler, 
printer, and corrector, than of the author, as to reduce withia 
a reafonable compafs that idea which would otherwife {carcel 
obtain credibility: for the worthy and refpectable perfon, whofe 
name is prefixed to this work, is known to be engaged in fo 
many other literary concerns of magnitude, that, were he con- 
ceived to write folios, his induftry and powers muft be thought 
to furpafs thofe of the moft laborious of mankind. Nor do we, 
by this explanation, mean to detract from the praife of uncom- 
mon and almoft unequalled afliduity, which, as a compiler and 
printer, he certainly deferves, . The work before us is among 
the moft complete of zts kind, and could not be compofed withe 
out valt pains beftowed in the fearch after materials and in their 
proper arrangement, exclufively of the mechanical labour of 
revifion and correction. ‘The value of the labour thus applied 
will be very differently eftimated by readers of different taftes 
and purfuits. Without, however, attempting to fuggeft any me- 
dium of opinions between the lovers and defpifers of antiquarian 
itudies, which would probably be a fruitlefs attempt, and would 
obtain the cancurrence of neither party, we fhall proceed to 
give a brief account of the principal contents of thefe volumes, 
and of the manner in which the propofed defign is executed, 
The introdu@ory volume begins with an account of Leicefe 
terfhire extracted from Domefday book, with a tranflation, 


Tt is fucceeded by a curious and valuable differtationon Domefe 


day book, clofed by a tabulary defcription of Leicefterfhire as it 
was in the time of William the Conqueror, Then follows an 
eflay on the Mint at Leicefter, with views of coins. The 
names and arms of knights of the county of Leicefter who 
fsrved under Edward I. are next given, with other lifts of 
psrfons who bore honours, &c. A copy of the Tefta de New 
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ville, as far as it relates to this county, a matriculus of the 
churches of the archdeaconry of Leicefter in 1220, a rotula 
of the churches of Leicefterfhire in 1344, and other tables re- 
lating toecclefiaftical matters, come next. Thefe are followed 
by a variety of papers, containing taxations, lifts of freeholders, 
knight's fees, tenants in capite, &c. &c. Mr. Leman’s treatile 
on the Roman roads and ftations in Leicefterfhire, with ad- 
ditional obfervations by the bifhop of Cork, and remarks on 
Roman roads by other writers, together with a Jearned eflay on 
a Roman milliary found near Leicefter, by the Rev. George 
Athby, form the fucceeding fet of papers. ‘The rivers and navi- 
gations of Leicefterfhire are the fubject of the next article, chiefly 
confifting of copies of the aéts obtained for the purpofes of 
navigation, moftly of very latedate. Dr. Pulteney then con- 
tributes a catalogue of rarer plants found in the neighbourhood 
of | eicefter, Loughborough, and in Charley foreft, drawn up 
with the judgment and accuracy that might be expected from 
fo able a botanift. “The returns made to Parliament of cha- 
ritable donations within the county fill a large number of fuc- 
ceeding pages. All the remainder of the volume is compofed 
of the hiftory and antiquities of the town of Leicefter, with a 
feries of its bifhops, of the kings, dukes, and earls of Mercia, 
and their fucceflors, earls of Leicefter. A great portion of this 
trenches deeply on the general hiftory of England, in which 
the Montfort family, with others who bore the Leicefter title, 
made fo confpicuous a figure. ‘The writer (an anonymous 
friend of Mr. N.) has alfo contrived to bring in the whole 
ftory of Thomas a Becket, though by no other connexion than 
fuch as would have ferved for any other perfonage in Englifh 
hiftory:—but Becket feems to be a favourite character with 
this memorialift, who certainly difplays an intimate acquaint. 
ance with many nice hiftorical points; though few, we ima- 
gine, will follow him through all his narrations and difquifi- 
tions, which are drawn out to a tedious length, and are little 
enlivened by the beauties of compolition. An appendix of char- 
ters, deeds, and other legal papers, concludes this firft part of 
the introductory volume. 

The firft part of the fecond volume, containing an account 
of Framland Hundred, is a fpecimen of what is to conftitute the 
proper matter of the work. Every townfhip in the hundred is 
feparately treated in alphabetical order. The author’s general 
method is to give the name, fituation, and contents of the 
diftri ; then to trace all the owners of the manor and the 
landed property of the place, from the earlieft records, down 
to the preient time: with this are introduced genealogies of all 
the principal families, as well as anecdotes, biographical aind 
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literary, of all extraordinary perfons connected, by birth or 
otherwife, with the townfhip. Ecclefiattical matter comes 
next, fuch as notices of all religious and charitable foundations, 
account of the church-living, its nature and value, patrons, 
and incumbents; monumental infcriptions, extracts from the 
parifh regifter, population, and bills of mortality at different 
periods, &c. It will be eaftly conceived that the greater purt 
of this information can only intereft profeiled antiquaries, or 
thofe who have a local connexion with the place :—but thus are 
our parochial and county hiftories formed. Very few details 
of natural hiftory or economical matt¢r are to be found; and, 
indeed, little occurs for the amufement of a common reader, 
except the biographical relations, fome of which are curious. 
The prefent volume, comprifing Belvoir caftle and Stapleford, 
has a minute account of the noble families of Rutland and Har- 
borough, the fatter of which is peculiarly rich in genealogical 
iluftrations, decorated with many fine engravings. Other 
diftinguifhed families, and nota few men of letters and divines 
of note, are recorded in the courfe of the work. ‘There is, for 
the moft part, a dry prolixity in the manner, which prevents us 
from making extracts for the entertainment of our readers. We 
fhall, however, prefent them with the tranfcript of one article, 
not indeed as a {pecimen of the ufual execution of the work, 
but rather as a neat model of topographical defcription, unat- 
tended with antiquities. ft is an account of the natural hiftory 
of the parifh of Little Dalby, communicated by Profeflor Martyn, 

¢ This lordfhip is remarkably hilly, being thrown about in fmai! 
fwellings in fuch a manner, that in the greater part of it, it is diffi. 
cult to find a piece of flat ground. ‘The largeit portion of it is an 
ancient enclofure ; and none of the inhabitants know when it took: 
place. I thought at firft to have difcovered the date of it from the 
age of the trees in the hedge rows ; but none of them which 1 hare 
had an opportunity of examining are more than about 120 years old ; 
but if the enclofure went no further back than this, we fhould hare 
learnt the date of it from tradition. I then fearched the parith re- 
gifter, to find whether any depopulation had taken place fince the 
time of Elizabeth ; but could find none, and therefore concluded thar 
the enclofure was at leaft as early as her reign. ‘That there has been 
adepepulation | conclude, net only from the natural confequence of 
enclofing, but from the foundations of buildings which are difcovered 
in the clofes near the church. 

‘ Fhe whole lordfhip is in pafture, except here and there a fina!t 
piece which the landlords permit the tenants to break up occafionally, 
when it becomes very mofly ; but then this is laid down again ufually 
at the end of three or four years. ‘There are no woods; but there 
are fome imal] plantations of oak, ath, and elm of no very long date. 
There is abundance of afh in the hedge rows, and fearcely any other 
tree, ‘ne foil is a flrong clay; there is no watte ground in the 
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lordfhip ; but itis not cultivated, in my opinion; to the beft advantdce. 
They depend chiefly on their dairies; they breed, however, very 
fine theep, famous for the whitenefs of their fleeces, which weigh 
ftom feven to nine pounds: they breed alfo fine horned cattle; but 
the lordfhip, in general, is not good feeding ground. 

¢ This lordhip is remarkable for having firft made the beft cheefe 
perhaps in the world, commonly known by the name of Sulton cheefe, 
from its having been originally bought up, and made known, by 
Cooper Thornhill, the landlord of the Bell inn at Stilton. It began 
to be made here by Mrs. Orton, about the year 1730,1n {mall quan- 
tities ; for at firlt it was fuppofed that it could only be made from 
the milk of the cows which fed in one clofe, now called Orton’s 
clofe ; but this was afterwards found to be an error. In 1756 it was 
made only by three perfons, and that in fmall quantities ; but it is now 
made, not only from one, but from almoft every clofe in this parith, 
and in many of the neighbouring:ones. It is well known that this fort 
of cheefe is made in the fhape, and of the fize, of a collar of brawn. 
It is extremely rich, becaufe they mix among the new milk as much 
cream as it will bear. [& requires much care and attendance ; and, 
being in great requeft, it fetches 10d. a pound on the fpot, ard 1s. in 
the London marker. 

¢ There is no ftone, gravel, or fand, in this lordfhip, except a little 
fand ftone on the fide of Burrow-hills : it is moftly a ftrong blue clay ; 
and in fome parts of it is a good brick earth. There is only one 
fpring, and that a chalybeate ; it lies high, in a clofe belonging to 
the vicar, known by the name of the fpring clofe; it runs over a 
great part of the year, and diicharges itfelf into the valiey, where 
the village lies. Nobody ever attempted to fink for a well in this 
parith, till, in the winter of 1777 and 1778, Edward Wigley Hartop, 
Efq. dug and fecceeded. He penetrated through a bed of ftiff blue 
clay ; and at the depth of 66 feet the water gufhed in, when, I appre- 
hend, the workmen were coming to the limettone rock, by their hav- 
ing thrown out fome fragments of blue flone. ‘To the depth of 10 
feet were frequent nodules of chalk; at that depth the clay was full 
of {mall felenites. At 30 fect deep the clay was found to be ful! of 
pectens, and other fhelis very perfect, but extremely tender. No- 
dules of fudus Aelmontii were interfperfed; ammonites of different 
fpecies in great quantities, gryphites, and other fheils; and plates of 
a clear foliaceous mica, refembling Mufcovy glafs. 1 am informed 
that the water did not prove good, and that little or no ufe is made of 
this well. 

¢ | have not found any natural produdtions, either animal, ve- 
getable, or fofil, but what are common in other places. ‘here is 
feither wood nor wafte ground in the parifh; and we know, that 
where man has completely fubdued the foil to his own ufe, he 
permits nothing to feed or profper, but what is ferviceable to his pri- 
vate intereft, 

¢ The air hese is dry and healthy ; fogs are not frequent, and clear 
off early when they happen. ‘The inhabitants are happy, and many 
of them live toa good old age, 


¢ Their 
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© Their fuel here is pit coal, which they have chiefly brought 
from Derbythire and fome from Lord Middleton’s coal-pits near 
Nottingham. ‘The carriage being heavy, and the roads bad, it ufed 
to coft them 15d. or 16d. per hundred weight: but, fince the navi- 
gation has been completed to Loughborough, they get it for 1od, or 
uid. per hundred. ; ; 

« No great road leads through the parifh ; but the turnpike road 
from Oakham to Melton paffes within a mile by Leefthorp, and they 
come upon it in going to Melton, at about the fame diftance before 
they come to Burton. 

© There is not any river that runs through the parifh, or comes near 
it; and only one inconfiderable brook, which is fometimes dry. ‘This 
joins another, more confiderable, that comes from Somerby by Leef- 
thorp, and both, proceeding jointly by Burton Lazars, fall into the 
river Eye, between Brentingby and Melton. 

‘ There is no papift in this parith, nor one diffenter of any deno- 
mination. 

‘ The parochial feaft follows St. James; te whom the church is 
dedicated. 

« There have been no perambulations time immemorial. 

« The rent of the whole parifh is 1422I. 5s. 

« The number of houfes is 21; families 22; and inhabitants 123 5 
three teams kept. 

¢ The land tax at 4s. raifes 1641. 14s. 2d. 

* Labourers have 1s. 2d. per day in fummer, and rs. in the winter 5 
in harveft 1s. 6d. and their victuals. Land lets at 15s. an acre. 

* ‘The nett expence of the poor in 1776 was 27]. 16s. 

‘ Medium of three years, 1783—1785, 45]. 8s. 4d.’ 

Thefe volumes are illuftrated by a very liberal provifion of en- 
gravings, in which a view is given of every individual parifh- 
church, as well as of feats, monuments, antiquities, and other re- 
markable objeis, An appendix tothe fecond volume contains a 
number of deeds, charters, and other papers relative to each hun- 
dred ; which addition will doubtlefs be repeated in the future vo- 
lumes. On the whole, it is a very bovef piece of literary manufac 
ture, and the purchafers will have no reafon to complain of their 
bargain as to guantity. “I hat the guality will likewife fully come 
up to the general expeCtation, we fee no reafon to queftion. May 


the fpirit and induftry of the compiler be duly rewarded ! Ais 





Art. IV. Effays, Tales, and Poems. By T. S. Norgate. 8vo. 
PP- 247. 43. Boards. Rivingtons. 1795. 


TT HERE are few parts of our critical office more difficult 

than, when we meet with a juvenile effort of fome pro- 
mife, yet fill marked with the chara@er of juvenility, to give 
due encouragement to the laudable defire of attaining literary 
fame in the writer, and at the fame time not to miflead the public 
as to the intrinfic merits of the work. Many of thefe efforts 


there are, which we doubt not the authors themfelves will here- 
Rev, Serr, 1706. G afier 
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after with they had rather circulated privately among the?r 
friends, than been perfuaded by the premature fondnefs for‘ 
authorfhip to commit to the prefs: but, in the mean time, their 
feelings are liable to be hurt by praife too feanty, or by cenfure 
too fevere, for their prefent expectations. If we were to fay, 
in general terms, that the volume before us gives manifeft 
tokens of a fprightly fancy, and of a mind habituated to rce- 
fieion, yet that it alfo betrays immaturity of judgment and 
infufiiciency of information in fome points, the author would 
perhaps cai] on us for proofs of our aflertion, and expeét that 
we fhould enter into a particular difcuffion of the contents of 
his book: but the degree in which it is our duty to do this. 
depends, in our opinion, rather on the utility which it will afford 
to our readers, than on the fuppofed rights of authors. We do 
not, however, mean to pafs over this publication with fo flight 
a notice, fince we think it in reality deferving of more room in 
Our pages. 

After a kind of apologetical introduction, the writer com- 
mences with an eilay on emigration, in which he curforily treats 
en the probable effects of derelition of country, on the land 
whence and on the land to which the emigrator goes, and on the 
worldat large. His fentiments on thefe heads are liber ral, but we 
meet with nothing fufficiently ftriking to tempt us to a quota- 
tion. The opinion that love of country is a paflion which re- 
quires rather to be reprefled than encouraged may feem a bold 
one, but it is familiar enough to the fchool of general philan- 
thropifts. 

Tite next eflay (the jorgeft in the volume) is entitled 
Thoughts on the Probability of a future State of Exiftence of 
Animals and Vegetables. ‘The ground taken by the writer is, 
firft, to thew that the doctrine of perfeét benevolence in the 
Deity requires that the exiftence of ai! fenfitive beings fhould, 
on the whole, be rather a good than anevil tothem. ‘Then, 
that obfervation feems to prove that in this world the balance 
of enjoyment, in many inilancesy is mot in favour of animals, 
and confequently that a furure compenfation is due to them; 
and laftly, that thé gradation of beings will not admit of draw - 
ing any line which “thal! exclude vegetables from the elafs of 
fentient and animated creatures ; whence the fame general law 
will apply to them alfo. ‘his train of reafoning is not defti- 

tute of ingenuity, though it is tco hypothetical to allow us to 
build any thing like certainty on st. In particular, the proof 
that veg etables poliels fenfat: ON wea topie principally laboured in 
tats chay,—can never pafs the mits of a very doubtful and de- 
fective analogy. Mr. N. dees not pretend to have added any 
thing to vie itock of arguments already employed on this occa- 
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fion, from new experiments or obfervations :—He merely {fpe- 
culates on the faéts adduced by others, and an{wers, not without 
fome acutenefs, the objections that have been made, to the 
fyftem which he efpoufes. 

A tale called Le Solitaire fucceeds. Of this, as well as of 
another entitled Eugenius, we muft fay that, in our opinion, 
they abound much more in extravagance than ingenuity. They 
might ferve, as extemporaneous effufions, to divert a family 
circle round a winter-evening’s fire-fide, but are too wild and 
incoherent to prefent before readers for whofe judgment the 
writer entertained any refpec&t. With the firft is blended fome 
defcription of the northern lakes. 

The next eflay is an hiftorical one, on the reign and cha- 
racter of Queen Elizabeth. Its chief purpofe is to refute fome 
remarks in Mr. Belfham’s eflays, which Mr. N.. thinks too 
favourable to that celebrated princefs. ‘Ihe obfervations are 
for the moft part fenfible, but fuch as any reader of reflection, 
with Humein his hand, might eafily make. In the vindication 
of Mary Queen of Scots, indeed, Mr. Norgate goes much far- 
ther than that hiftorian, and fides with thofe who have (moft 
improbably, as we conceive) maintained her innocence with 
refpect to Darnley. We are forry to find him charging Eli- 
zabeth, in moft unqualified terms, with incontinence, on the 
ground of a mere expreflion in an act of Parliament, fettling 
the fucceflion of the crown on her natural iflue ; which could 
not have the modern meaning that he attributes toit. Perhaps 
of all branches of literary difcuffion, hiftorical inquiry is the 
leaft fitted for the light efforts of a young and curfory writer 5 
whofe information is generally very imperfect, and whofe af- 
fections are too ftrong for his judgment. : 

Mr. Norgate feems more at home in a paper on the cultiva- 
tion of wafte lands, reprinted, with additions, from a periodical 
work entitled the Cabinet. To this meafure he isa friend; and, 
after having repelled feveral of the popular objections againtt 
enclofure, he adduces various arguments to prove that the cul- 
tivation of commons would diminifh the rent of land, raife the 
price of labour, and augment population. Though in fome 
parts of his eflay he treads clofely in the footfteps of Dr. Adam 
Smith, yet he has brought feveral confiderations of his own to 
the fubject, and has treated it in a methodical, though fummary, 
Manner. 

The remainder of the volume confifts of fhort pieces of 
poetry=—a fpecies of compofition which appears well fuited to 
the author’s talents. Feeling, fancy, and tafte, contribute to 
weave a pretty garland of various flowers; which, though 
fomewhat wild and untrained, are a favourable {pecimen of 
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what the foil would produce by more accurate culture. The 
tender fimplicity of the following little piece will pleafe all readers, 
who are-of congenial difpofitions : 


‘ ToSusan. 
I. 
© Ah, Sufan! guard thy tender heart 
From flatt’ry’s foft delufive fong, 
Nor let the voice of truth depart 
Unheeded from an artlefs tongue. 


Ile 
© No tale have I to charm thine ear, 
No eloquence, alas! have I; 
My tale is but a fimple tear, 
And all my eloquence—a figh ! 


ITI. 
¢ But I’ve a cottage in the vale, 
With quiet and with plenty bleft, 
Where oft I hear the ftranger’s tale, 
And welcome ev’ry wand’ring gueft, 


Iv. 
‘ There would I narfe thine aching head, 
When old and feeble thou art grown ; 
And when thy beauty fhall have fled, 
Would love thee for thy worth alone. 


Vv. 
¢ Then Sufan, calm this brow of care, 
Nor let me thus io forrow pine ; 
Believe me, thou wilt never fhare 
A foul fo full of love as mine.’ 


Several of the da/ia of Bonefonius are tranflated with much 
delicacy. We copy one of them: 


‘Krss V. To his Heart. 
« Whither, thou little vagrant fprite, 
Would’ ft thou wing thy thonghtlefs flight? 
To Pancharillis wouldft thou flee ?— 
If fo, a long farewell to thee! 


« Ah fhun thofe locks of golden hair 
That float fo lighty in the air, 
Whifpering to each wanton wind 

With fyren fmile and kiffes kind ; 

Or on her fnowy bofom fleep, 

Or flyly down in ringiets creep ; 

Ah, thun them—for each lock of hair 
Conceals fome dark and deadly fnare, 
Some fetter, or fome fatal chain, 
Whence thou wilt ne’er return again! - 


« Around her thou may’ft freely fly ; 
E’en on her bofom thou may’ it lie, 
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Reft upon her ruby lip, 

And the neétareous juices fip; 
But, little wanton rogue, beware 
The curly mazes of her hair ! 
Thither if thou once fhouldft fly, 
Believe me thou wilt furely die, 
And leave thy mafter to deplore 


That he thal! never fee thee more !’ Ar . 





Art. V. Hermfprong; or, Man as he is not. A Novel. By the 
Author of ** Man as heis.”” 12mo. 3 Vols. gs. fewed. Lane. 
1796. 

Ms as be is, a former publication of this uncommon 

writer, was reviewed in our xth vol. N.S. p.297. We 

then thought fit to mingle, with our general and warm appro- 
bation of that novel, the remark that fufficient attention had 
not been paid to unity of defign in the plan of the compofition. 
The fame opinion might be advanced, without injuftice,. re- 
fpecting the production before us. The epifode of Mifs Su- 
melin is too long, and has too little influence on the proper 
ftory:—Gregory Glen appears at the beginning intended for the 
hero, but the level of his importance fubfides with the Conti« 
nuation of the narrative, and at laft evaporates into air—into 
s¢ thin air.” 

We feel, however, difpofed to afcribe a higher rank of ex- 
cellence to this than to the former novel: it wanders lefs from 
its main purpofe; there are ¢qual beauties of detail; and the 
elevated foul of Hermfprong is a prominent and fine delineation 
of the accomplifhed, firm, frank, and generous man, worthy 
to be impreffed as a model for imitation. ‘This noble charac- 
ter has much originality: but its features may be traced back 
partly to the native opennefs and refources of the ingenuous 
Huron of Voltaire, and partly to the fyftematic fincerity and 
philofophic courage of Frank Henley in Holcroft’s Anna St. Ives. 

The ftory is that of an American Incognito, who fettles in 
Cornwall, difcovers eftimable qualities in a Peer’s only daugh- 
ter, whom he convinces of the wifdom of putting herfelf under 
his protection in {pite of every prejudice of wealth and family ; 
and to whom, at the approach of their marriage, he reveals a 
relationfhip which renders the union acceptable on all fides. 

Of the author’s ftyle, which has great excellencies, but 
which fometimes wants accuracy, a {pecimen or two may be 
given ; 

Vol. IL. p.ig. ‘*Grant,”’ faid Glen, ** that we have been in a pro- 
greflive flate of improvement for fome centuries; and that the abori- 
Sines of America have not.”? 
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“I allow your progreflive ftate,’” Mr. Herm{prong anfwered ; 
** and if you will have it, that all is improvement, be it fo. You 
have built cities, no doubt, and filled them full of improvement, if 
magnificence be improvement; and of poverty alfo, if poverty be 
improvement. But our queftion, my friend, is happinefs, compara- 
tive happinefs, and until you can trace its dependence upon wealth, it 
will be in vain for you to boaft your riches.’ 

“« It appears to me,’” faid the Reverend Mr. Woodcock, ‘* that 
we have all the requifites for happine(s which the untaught races of 
“mankind have, with the addition of all that can be onan from art 
and {cience.”’ 

**. This,’’ faid Glen, ‘* appears to me an uncentrovertible argu- 
ment.”’ 

«© And perhaps is fo,’? Mr. Hermfprong replied; ‘¢ but of this 
addition your common people cannot avail themiclves. Generally 
{peaking, if unopprefled by labour or poverty, have you obferved in 
this rank a deficiency of thofe pleafurable fenfations, which, we agree, 
conftitute happinefs ?”? 

«© No,” faid Glen; ** no,’”’ faid the parfon, ‘* I think not.”’ 

«s Tt fhould feem,’? Mr. Hermfprong faid, ‘* that nature in her 
“more fimple modes, is unable to furnifh a rich European with a due 
‘portion of pleafurable fenfations. He is obliged to have recourfe to 
maffes of inert matter, which he caufes to be converted into a million 


of forms, far the greateft part folely to feed that incurable craving 


known by the name of vanity. All the arts are employed to amute 
him, and expel the tedium vite, acquired by the ftimulus of pleafure 
being ufed till it will flimulate no more; and all the arts are infuffi- 
cient. Of this difeafe, with which you are here fo terribly afflicted, 
the native Americans know nothing. When war and hunting no 
more require their exertions, they can reft in peace. After fatisfy- 
ing the more immediate wants of nature, they dance, they play ;— 

weary of this, they bafk in the fun, and fing. If enjoyment of ex- 
iftence be happinets, they feem to pofleis it ; “not indeed fo high railed 
as yours fometimes, but more continued, and more uninterrupted,”’ 

*¢ In this compariion, Sir,’’ faid Mr. Woodcock, ‘* you feem to 
have forgot our greateft picafures, thofe drawn from intellect.”’ 

«© They alfo have exertion of intellect,’? Mr. Hermfprong replied. 
‘s Their two grand occupations require much of it, in their way ; 
and WhO, think: you, make their fo nos? ‘They have indeed a differ- 
ent mode of ufing their underitandings, and a lefs variety of fubjetts ; : 
but our point is h appinefs. I know not that they derive lefs from in- 
tellect than you.’ 

«© Do they read??? Mr. Glen afked. 

‘© They do not,” replied Herm{prong. 

«© You do,”’ faid Glen. ‘* Would you give up the pleafure you 
derive from this, for any pleafure thefe people have ?”? 

« No,’? Mr. Hermfprong anfwered, ‘‘ I would not. Reading is, 
as it were, a partof my exiltence. But, when with thofe people, my 
‘hours of reading were theirs of evening f{port. My pleafure was per- 
haps more exguifite; theirs more live ly. They ended with a falutary 
Wearinels, which difpofed them to found repofe; 1 with head-ach 
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in religion, nay even in philofophy, are they not caiculated rather to 
confound than enlighten the underftanding ? Your infinite variety, 
does it not tend to render you fuperficial ? And was it not juftly faid 
by your late great moralift, every man now has a mouthful of learn- 
ing, but nobody a bellyful? In variety of knowledge, the aborigines 
of America are much your inferiors. What they do know, perhaps 
they know better. But we are wandering from our original queftion, 
from happinefs, to the cui dcu9.”” 

«© And is there,”’ faid Glen, ** no pleafure without a drawback, 
which you can allow us to enjoy in a fuperior manner? Not love, for 
example ?”’ 

«© Of this,” faid Mr. Hermfprone, finiling, ** I am little qualified 
to fpeak. 1 left America before [ could well fall in love according to 
nature; atid have not yet learned all the refinements which conftitute 
its value in Europe. All I have cbferved is, that you are not fatif- 
fied with it in the fimple way in which our American Indians poffefs 
it. With you the imagination mutt be raifed to an extraordinary 
height; 1 might almoft fay, fet on fire. And this you perform by 
drefs, by concealments, and by fentiment, like fugar, treble refined.”” 





Vol. ili. p. 122. £ The time of dinner was not very lively, but 
might have been inftructive ; for Lord Grondale called forth the whole 
abilities of Sir Philip Cheftrum ; and all the Ratoules, with their fields 
d’or et d'argent, their feats of chivalry, their intermarriages, with all 
that the gentlemen of the herald’s office think of the firit importance, 
came forth in due procefiion, and ftood before the wondering eyes of 
Milfs Campinet. ‘To this were added, and here Sir Philip was pecu- 
fiarly eloquent, all the dreffes of all the Countefies at the grand court 
days. Sir Philip had never before been fo brilliant. Almoft he had 
forgot the misfortunes of the preceding evening, when the indif¢reet 
Mifs Fluart, taking the opportunity of a paufe, faid, «* Oh dear! I did 
not think there had been fuch famous folk any where, except the 
AAmadifes of Gaul, and the Don Bellianuffes of Greece. Pray, Sir 
Philip, were none of the Raioules hanged ?”” 

** Hanged, madam!’? faid Sir Philip, his lips quivering with rage, 
‘© hanged !”? 

* His lordfhip was fhocked alfo; fo much that he burft into an in- 
voluntary laugh, which all his power was unable-to reftrain. When 
this little convulfion was checked, he faid gravely, “* Young ladies 
are privileged. We allow them, Sir Philip, to fay what they pleafe. 


The pretty things have feldom any meaning.”’ e 


“* I fubfcribe to the wit and truth of this, as I do of moft of your 
Jordfhip’s general remarks,’’? Mifs Fluart replied, ‘* but really I had 
fome meaning in the queftion; for furely if the exploits of many of 
pir Philip’s noble anceftors, as related by himfelf, were to be now 
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24 Letters for Literary Ladies. 
performed, even their being lords would fcarce {creen them from the 
gallows.” 


«¢ They lived in times of violence,’’ his lordfhip faid; and what 

more he would have faid, muft be for ever unknown, for Mr. Cor- 
row was announced; Mr. Corrow, from whom his lordfhip expe&ted 
intelligence of the gratification of that little matter of revenge with 
which he had indulged himfelf againft Mr. Wigley. But Mr. Corrow 
had been under the neceflity of accepting bail; and his lordthip 
found himfelf under frefh obligations to that bird of ill omen, Hermes 
{prong. 
Y . was fome time before Lord Grondale’s anger would permit his 
ears to open to the confolations of his lawyer; who at length informed 
him, that he had proof that Hermfprong had endeavoured to entice 
Wigley to America; which, though not directly penal, might, in 
the prefent temper of the times, be made fomething of. 

«© And,’ faid the lawyer, ‘* ] have hints of other little circum- 
ftances. He has read the Rights of Man; this | can almoft prove; 
and alfo that he has lent it to one friend, if not more; which you 
know, my lord, is circulation, though to no great extent. J know 
alfo where he ‘aid, that the French conftitution, though not perfect, 
had good things init, and that ours was not fo good but it might be 
mended. Now, you know, my lord, the bench of juftices will not 
bear {uch things now; and if your Jordfliip will exert your influence, 
J dare {ay they will make the country tco hot to ho!d him.’? 

* This complacent idea reftored his lordfhip to tolerable temper ; 
fo that ke returned to the defert with Mr. Corrow; who, by the wav, 
he defired to make Hermfprong the fubject of his difcourfe. The 
obliging attorney knew it was not panegyric his lordfip wanted; fo 
he turned his talents to obloquy ; and Hermfprong became, under his 
fkilful hands, a tolerable muniter of deformity. Unfortunately, the 
Jadies, for whofe good it was intended, were taken all at once with 
hardnefs of heart, and ail manner of unbelief. Nay, it was faid, but 
it was too incredible to be believed, that twice the lively Mifs Fluarz 
made the lawyer bluth.’” 


We hope for frequent entertainment from the pen of this 
amufing, inftructive, and tingular genius, 








Art. VI. Letters for Literary Ladies. To which is added, an Effay 
on the noble Science of Selt-Juftification. vo. pp. 202. 4s. 


Boards. Johnfon. 1795. 


T HE good old rule of aveiding extremes could never, perhaps, 

be. more properly applied, than to the different opinions 
which have been entertained concerning the female character. 
Formerly, the intellectual education of women was almoft as 
entirely neglected as if the notion that females had no fouls, 
afcribed by a vulgar error to the Mohammedans, had been 
prevalent in this Chriftian country ; or as if women had been 
thought to have been created for no other purpofe than to con- 
tinue the fpecies. The degradation implied in this neglect 
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has, of late, been ftrongly felt by fome high-fpirited females 
and has been attacked with a firm tone of philofophical pride, 
which has almoft perfuaded the world that women are not only 
capable of being made rational companions, but ought to be 
educated for an equal fhare with the men in all the labours and 
honours of literary and political life. ‘his extreme we confider 
as likely to be as injurious to fociety, and inimical to female hap- 
pinefs, as the former; for we can never be perfuaded that the 
{tate of the world would be improved by converting all our 
affeAtionate wives, kind mothers, and lovely daughters, into 
ftudious philofophers, or bufy politicians. We have, therefore, 
been highly gratified with the perufa] of the fenfible and elegant 
performance at prefent before us, in which the due medium is 
happily preferved between the oppofite extremes ; and the true 
line of female excellence is fketched by a judicious and accurate 
hand. 

In a * Letter from a Gentleman to his Friend, on the Birth 
of a Daughter, with the Anfwer,’ the queftion concerning the 
literary education of women is very fairly argued ; and itis in 
the re(ult concluded that fuch a degree ot intellectual cultiva- 
tion is defirable for women, as fhall enable them to converfe 
with their hufbands as equals, and to live with them as friends, 
and fhall qualify them to take a principal fhare in the import- 
ant duties of education; that the general powers of their 
minds fhould be cultivated rather than any particular faculty; 
and that it is of more importance to give a young woman a 
habit of induftry and attention, and to form her mind to the 
judicious and elegant exercife of judgment and tafte, than to 
make her an eminent miftrefs of any fingle {cience or art. 

Next follow ‘ Letters of Julia and Caroline,’ in which is ver 
intereftingly reprefented the folly of facrificing istelle@ual and 
moral merit to the vanity of admiration. ‘The ftory of Julia 
is highiy pathetic, and may afford a moft initruCtive and ime 
pieilive leflon to young women. 

‘he remainder of the volume contains * an Effay on the 
Noble Science of Self-Juftification.? This is a very fuccetsful 
attemptin that difficult fpecies of writing in which Swift was 
fo eminent a matter, ironical fatire. From this fprightly and 
elegant production, our readers will not be difpleafed that we 
make a fhort extract ;: 

_ * Left amongft infinite variety, the difficulty of immediate feleQion 
thould at firtt perplex you, let me point out that matters of tafte will 
aitord you, of all othcrs, the moft ample and inceffant fubjecis of de- 
bate. Here you have no criterion to appeal to. Upon the fame 
principle, next to matters of tafte, puints of opinion will afford the 
mot conitant exercife to your talents, Here you will have an Oppor- 
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tunity of citing the opinions of all the living and dead you have ever 
known, befides the dear privilege of repeating continually — Nay, 
you never muft allow that.’? Or, ‘* You can’t deny this, for it’s the 
univerfal opinion-every body fays fo! every body thinks fo! I won- 
der to hear you exprefs fuch an opinion! Nobody but youfelf is of 
that way of thinking.’? With innumerable other phrafes with which 
a flight attention to polite converfation will furnish you. This mode 
of oppofing authority to argument, and affertion to proof, is of fuch 
wniverfal utility, that I pray you to practife it. 

‘ If the point in difpate efpecially be fome opinion relative to your 
character or difpofition, allow in general that ‘* You are fure you have 
a great many faults,’’ but to every {pecificcharge, reply, ‘* Well, i 
am fure I don’t know, but I did not think that was one of my faults! 
nobody ever accufed me of that before! Nay, I was always remark- 
able for the contrary ; at leait before I was acquainted with you— 
Sir; in my own family—afk any of my own friends; afk any of 
them; they muft know me belt.”’ 

‘ But if inftead of attacking the material parts of your charaer, 
your hufband fhould merely prefume to advert to your manners, to 
dome flight perfonal habit which might be made more agreeable to 
him ; prove in the firft place, that it is his fault that it is not apree- 
able to him.—His eyes are changed, or opened; but it may perhaps 
have been a matter almofi of inditlerence to him, till you undertook 
its defence—then make it of confequence by rifing io eagernefs, in 
‘proportion to the infignificance of your objeét; if he can draw confe- 
quences, this will be an excellent leffon—if you are fo tender of blame 
in the verieft trifle, how unimpeachabie muit you be in matters of im- 
portance. As to perfonal habits, begin by denying that you have 
any ; 2s all perfonal habits, if they have been of any !onz itanding, 
snuft have become involuntary, the unconfcious culprit may affert her 
annocence without hazarding her veracity. 

‘ However, if you happen to be detected in the very fact, and a 
pesfon cries, ‘* Now, now, you are doing it!’? fubmit, but declare at 
the fame moment ** That it is the very tirit time in your whole life, 
you were ever known to be guilty of it; that therefore it can be no 
habit, and of courfe no ways reprehenfible.”’ 

« Extend alfo the rage for vindication to all the objeéts which the 
molt remotely concern you; take even inanimate objects under your 
proteftion. Your drefs, your furniture, your property, every thing 
which is or has been yours, defend, and this upon the principles of 
the foundeft philofaphy ; thefe things all compofe a part of your per- 
donal merit *; all that, connecied the moft diffantly with your idea, 
gives pleafure or pain to others, becomes an object of blame or praife, 
and confeguently claims your fupport or vindication. 

‘ Jn the courfe of the managemnt of your houfe, children, family, 
and affairs, probably fome few errors of omiffion or commiffion may 
firike your hufband’s pervading eye; but thele errors, admitting them 
to he errors, you will never if you pleafe allow to be charged to any 
deficiency in memory, Judgment, or activity, on your part. 
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« There are furely people enough around you to divide and fhare 
the blame—fend it from one to another, till at laft, by univerfal re- 
jection, it is proved to belong to nobody. You will fay however that 
{as remain unalterable ; and that in fome unlucky inftance, in the 
changes and chances of human affairs, you may be proved to have 
been to blame. Some itubborn evidence may appear againft you; an 
eye-witnefs perhaps ; ftill you may prove an alibi, or balance the evi- 
dence. There is nothing equal to balancing evidence ; doubt is you 
know the moft philofophic ftate of the human mind, and it will be 
kind of you to preferve it in the breaft of ae hufband. 

‘ Indeed the fhort method of denying abfolutely all blameable fats, 
I fhould recommend to pupils as the beft; and if in the beginning of 
their career of juftification, they may ftartle at this mode, let them 
depend upon it that in their future praGice it muft become perfedlly 
familiar. The nice diftinGion of fimulation and diflimalation depend 
but on the trick of a fyilable—palliation and extenuation are univer- 
fally allowable in felf-defence ; prevarication inevitably follows, and 
falfehood ‘‘ is but in the next degree.’’ 


We recommend this pleafing volume to the particular atten- 
tion of our female readers, as well adapted to recompence 


them, both in entertainment and in@ru@tion, for the time {pent 
in the perufal. 





Art. VII. An Effy on Mifical Harmony, according to the Nature 
of that Science and the Principles of the greateft Mufical Authors. 
By Auguilus Frederic Chriftopher Kollmann, Organift of his Ma- 
jefty’s German Chapel at St.James’s. Folio. il. as. Dale. 1796, 


R EVIEWS Of mu/fical compofitions, we believe, have been 
more than once unfuccefstully attempted in our country, 


though feveral have been long carried on in Germany: for, 
though practical mufic was never more cultivated, nor more 
compolitions by natives and foreigners publifhed, than of late 
years in London, yet it feems as if accuracy and genius in 
counterpoint were left to the decifion of that fenfe alone which 
muflic is intended to delight. We therefore enter on an exa- 
mination of the work before us as a /iterary, not as a mu/ical, 
production. ‘Treatifes on all the fine arts have occafionally 
come under our infpe€tion ; though produétions of artifts who 
have followed, neglected, or miftaken, the rules laid down in 
ihefe treatifes, have not come within our jurifdidtion. 

The work before us, indeed, being purely elementary and 
of the grammatical kind, furnifhing rules and inftructions for 
ftudents in harmony, but no mufical compofitions for public 
performance or private practice, (except fragments or fingle 
paflages of harmony and melody from claffical authors, merely 


to illuftrate the rules recommended,) feems a fair object of 
gritical examination. 


The 


lv. 








~ 
~ai jee — 


ne Ge 


\ 

\} 
it 
} 





28 Kollmann’s Effay on Mujfical Harmeny. 


The materials of this effay are fkil‘ully arranged, and divided 
into +8 chapters on the moft important points of the materia 
mufica. The Firft, as may be expected, concerns the fcale, or 
mulical alphaber ; including the Greek genera, Diatonic, Chro- 
matic, and Enharmonic, with different methods of tuning and 
tempering the fcale. The Il. treats of Jntervals, Confonances, 
and § iffonances, with their reprefentations by figures tn accom- 
panimeni, ILi. General rules concerning the ufe of intervals 
jn harmony and a-elody. In this chapter, the fubject of connec 
tive sths and Sths is amply difcufled. IV. Of Chords in gene- 
ral. V. Of the Triad, or, as the Englifh call it, the Common 
Cherd, and its inverfions. VI. Of the Chord of the 7th, and 
its inverfions. VII. Of accidental Chords: including /uf- 
penfiors and anticipations. VItl. Of the Signatures or Exe 
pr tion of Chords in thorough-bafs, by figures. IX. Of 
Cadences. X. Of Modulation, ‘Vhis important fubjeét is 
ably and fcientifically treated. Xl. Of Time, or Meafure. 
Xi. Of Khythm. XIUL. Of timple Counterpoint, or Mufic in 
Parts. XLV. Of dou'le Counterpoint. This is a very elabo- 
rate chapter, and weil il:u{trated in the plates. XV. Of Jm- 
tation. ‘Lhis chapter includes regular Fugues and Canons: but 
on thefe we could have wifhed the author had been a little 
more difiufe. He refers the reader, indeed, to an excellent 
book on the fubjeét, publifhed both in German and French, by 
Marpurg, at Berlin, 1753: Art de la Fugue: but, as this 
work is not eatily procured in kngland, ir Wir. Kollmann had 
recommended ftudents in Fugue and Canon to the works of 
Handel, which are more acceflible, he would have done them 
a greater kindnefs ; as the art of Fugue, on the moft natural 
and plesfing fubjeis, was never carried to fo great a perfec- 
tron as by this immortal mufician. XVI. Of Variation ;—an 
ufeful chapter, and ingenioufly illuftrated. XVII. Of Faney, 
or Voluntary playing. XVII. Of the antient Ecclefiattical 
Modes. 

As a table of Errata to the text of this ufeful work is much 
wanting, we fhall point out a few verbal muttakes ; for fome of 
which the printer is refponfible, and for others the author him- 
f:lf, from writing in a dialeét not his own. 

Pref. line 4, for than, réad (but), Introd. p. xvi. 1. 30, 
for meafuration, read (menfuration). Ib. p. xviii. 1. 4. tor 
frines, read (fhine), 

Text, p- 1. § 2. |. 4. dele found, or fupply its place with 
the word (mutical), Ib. 1.7. tor as follows, read (following), 
Jb. 1. 12. for and, read (of the), Ib. 1.16. after the word 
notes, acd (on fixed inftruments), Ib, 1. 21. after nothing, add 

: ~ (more). 
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{ more). P. 12. ef in alits, the author ufes the word tran ‘ticn ina 
different manner from Englifh mufical writers: wno generally 
make it fynonymous with mcdulation, or paffing trom oue key 
other. 
= The term Triad, fo frequently ufed in the 4th and 5th chap- 
ters, implying any given bafe note, with its 3d and sth, or 
the 3d, 5th, and 8th, toa bafe, is what Englifh mufical wiiters 
mean by common chord. In the beginning of the 4th chapter, 
the author tells us that © two or more intervals, conftiucted 
one over the other, are called a chord’ but nothing lefs than 
founds conftitute a chord accurding to Englifh theorifts, 
Dicibiostiens: or paflages confifting of only twa founds played 
together, are called double notes. P. 43. laft line but four, the 
word (it) after that feems wanting. IP. 45. rft line of the 5th 
period, dele one. Pl. VII. N° 21. when two notes of a pre- 
ceding chord are fufpended, Englith writers on mufic call them 
double difcords—and, if the whole ch rd be fufpended, triple dif- 
cords, which are in fa&t only appoggiaturas. P. 47. §7. period 6. 
for Icfs, read (elfe). P. 48. |. 15. for counted to. read (included 
in). The laft line of Pl. X. exhibits new capcdients to Eng- 
lith compofers in figuring the accompaniment to fongs, which 
ought to be generally adopted: but few baflts are now figured ; 
and accompaniments in notes are ufuajly printed with longs, 
which feem to have fuperceded thorough-bafs. Without 
knowing its principles, however, how is the performer, who 
has only a bafs part at which he can look, to difcover the har- 
mony with which it ought to be accompanied? P. 54. 1. laft, 
after to, read (be). Pl. 13. N° 4 and 5, contain what the 
French call da regle de l’odtave, or accompaniment to the {cale, 
afcending and defcending ; and this expedient feems to have 
been firft ufed for accompanying modern mulic, withour figures. 
The word acetdental, ufed throughout the work as a fubttaitive, 
is inaccurate: Englifh mutical writers ule it adjectively ; as 
an accidental flat, or fharp. 

Several divifions of time, or fignatures of meafure, uncom- 
mon in England, are given by our author, chap. xi. which 
feem wanted to inform the performer, who fees noi the fcore, 
what are the kind of notes in which the melody chiefly moves. 
P. 80. §12. what is here faid of * a verfe conlifting of at leaft 
two lines, which make a rhyme,’ is inaccurate. ‘his is rather 
the deicription of a diftich or couplet. A verfe with or with- 
out rhyme implies @ dine coniiftiny of a certain fucceffion of 
founds, and number of fyllables. [he antients ufed no rhyme, 
nor do the modeins in blank verfe. P. 85. § 23. for what, 


read (thai). Ia the pf. tune, p!. 20, a note is wanting at the 
iecond 
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fecond repetition of the word Hallelujah, P. gz. § 12. 1. 5s 
for of, read (on). Ib. 1. 6. read ( I need fay no more), ib. latt 
}. but 4. for which I pity very much, read (for which I am very 
forry). P.93. 1. 4. read (manner); and for figurated (not an 
Englith word) read (exprefied, or executed). “] he precepts con- 
tained in this and the next page are good, but not exprefled in 
clear and correct language. “The examples and illuflrations in 
the plates, however, will remove all doubt from the minds of 
every reader who is acquainted with mufical notation, the uzt- 
verfal language of muficians, throughout Europe. P. ros. 1.3. 
for than, read (but). 

More inaccuracies of this kind might be pointed out: but i¢ 
would give us greater pleafure, if we could {pare room for them, 
to exhibit to the reader’s notice the particular excellent doctrines 
in the text, and the admirable examples of compofition in the 
plates, of this eflay ; which appears to us a work of uncommon 
merit, and much more complete than any treatife on harmony 
in our language. ‘The author is well read in the beft mufical 
tras publifhed in Germany during the prefent century, which 
are very numerous, and many of them excellent, particularly 
thofe of Emanuel Bach, Marpurg, and Kirnbergis; and, on 
the whole, his book is full of found mufical learning, and cu- 
rious fpecimens of compofition, which our mufical Tyros 
would do well to fiudy, in order to avoid the difgrace often 
afcribed to our countrymen, of being ignorant in counter- 


point, and better performers than compofers. D'B-y 
t 














Axt. VIII. The Hifory of the County of Cumberland, ard fome Places 
adjacent, from the eartieit Accounts to the prefent Time: com- 
prehending the local Hiftery of the County; its Antiquities, the 
Origin, Genealogy, and prefent State of the principal Families, 
with Biographical Notes; its Mines, Minerals, and Plants, with 
other Curiofities, either of Nature or of Art. Particular Attention 
zs paid to,and a juft Account given of every Improvement in Agri- 
culture, Manufactures, andthe other Arts. Inz2 Vols. By Wil- 
liam Hatchinfor, If. A.S. Author of the Hiftory of Durham, &c. 
Vol. 1. in 2 Parts. gto. pp.600. Common Paper, 10s. each. 
Printed at Carlile, fold in London by Law. 

FE’ if any, are the productions of human {kill and labour, 

which can be pronounced in their kind complete. This re- 
mark is, perhaps, ftill more applicable to topographical difcuf- 
fions than to moft others ; and, if it appears that an exact and 
diligent attention has been exerted, by thofe who have fuitable 
ability and qualifications, the work may have a reafonable claim 
to candid reception. As to the volume before us, there would 
be no great dificulty in pointing out inaccuracies, defici- 
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encies, marks of negligence, &c. but thefe are counterbalanced 
by the afliduity which 1s in other refpects difcoverable. In 
fome parts, as p. 5. &c. we may perceive indications of defec- 
tive or partial reafaning and prejudice: but to thefe we may 
oppofe the evidences which elfewhere occur, in the author’s 
own words or thofe of his contributors, of a more liberal and 
generous fpirit. We may obferve alfo an inequality in the per- 
formance; parifhes and particular objects are occafionally ex- 
amined with care by the author himfelf and his coadjutor; in 
other inftances, we derive information from former writers or 
from modern contributors: fome parilhes, Xc. are furveyed 
with great attention, and of others little is communicated :—it 
is true indeed that one fpot is much more productive of inform- 
ation than another ; yet we incline to fuppofe that there are 
inftances, in which greater accuracy of inquiry might have fup- 
plied us with farther intelligence. There are alfo parts of a to- 

graphical work that, to readers in general, will be dry, unin- 
terefting, and tedious, which yet cannot be omitted, and toa 
few are very important. Yet, whatever objections we might 
find, we muft acknowlege that we have perufed the volume 
with confiderable fatisfaction, and regard it as both entertain- 
ing and inftructive. In its various progrefs, proper remarks 
prefent themfelves, and hints are inter{perfed which may con- 
tribute to public and private utility. 

The plan and immediate fubje&ls of the book are amply ex~ 
hibited in the title, to which, on the whole, the execution ap- 
pears to correfpond: though it is queftionable whether ade- 
quate notice be taken of every improvement in agriculture, ma- 
nufadiures, and the other arts. A confiderable part of the ob- 
fervations is thrown into the notes. Whether this be more 
agreeable and convenient than interweaving them with the 
text, is at lealt doubtful. Some of them appear under the name 
of Houfeman ; as a fpecimen of which, being fhort, we give the 
following lines, refpeStiag the parifh of Irton: 

« Extent] From eaft to weft, four miles; from north to fouth, one 
mile and an half: the weftern extremity runs near to the fea-coaft, 
and borders on 2 narrow ftripe of land which belongs to Drig.—Soid 
and Produce] The foil is cf various qualities, fome parts light, with 
gravel, others clay, and a third, mofs earth ; and is far from fertile 
in tillage or grazing. Little wheat is grown; barley, oats, potatoes, 
and turnips, the chief produce, and none of them produce good crops. 
—Sheep and cattle] About 2000 fheep, fmall, eight fleeces to a ftone, 
worth 8s.— Horfes of fourteen hands; black cattle, fome are larger 
than in the adjoining parifhes.—Game] Hares, partridge, groufe, 
&c.— Quarries] No freeftone, limeftone, or coals, The buildings 
are conitructed of a hard blue ftone, gotten from the edges of the fells. 
Great variety of granite near Irton-hall,—Road] From Ravenglafs to 

Whitehaven,— 
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Whitehaven.—Rivers} Irt and Mite; in the Irt, fome falmon; in 
both, trout and fmall fry.—School}] A fmall one, but not endowed.— 
Tithes} Corn, wool, and lamb, taken in kind.—Afpe@ and general 
appearance} The land is uneven, but not mountainous, and lies open 
towards the fea. There is little wood or brufhwood in this diftri& 5 
and on the whole, it is neither romantic, nor very attractive to the 
eye of the traveller. Irton-hall is fheltered with fine trees, but the 
adjacent lands are not in the moft advantageous forms and manage- 
ment. Holme Rook, the feat of Henry Lutwidge, Efq. ftands on the 
north banks of the river Irt; much modern improvement is feen 
about it, good gardens and pleafant walks. The buildings in general 
through this parifh are good.—Extroardinary female charaéter| Jane 
Roger, a native of Cumberland, came about twenty years ago to re- 
fide here, and took poffeflion of a fmall cottage near Holme Rook. 
She fabfifted on the bounty of the neighbours, but never would take 
money : her whole apparel (hats and thoes excepted) fhe knitted, on 
wooden pins, of the wool fhe gathered on the commons, and {pun 
herfelf. Her temper and behaviour were mild3; fhe was, all her 
time, confcientioufly careful to hurt no living creature, and fhe talked 
little. She travelled with a tobacco-pipe conftantly in her mouth, a 
large knotty ftick in her hand, and a bag on her back; to which load 
fhe was foinured, that when fhe had no burthen to carry, of value to 
her, fhe filled her bag with fand. ‘The making of her clothes fhewed 
great natural ingenuity. After thus fojourning in life for eighty 
years, fhe died at the houfe of a relation in Whitehaven, whither fhe 
was compelled to go, though labouring under infirmities. —— Houfe- 
man’s notes.’ 

Cumbeiland affords a .preat variety of afpeét ; and man 
opportunities for conficerable improvements, which have not 
been wholly negleGed. Perhaps it would hardly be expected 
that any part of this northera diftrict fhould remind the reader 
of defarts in Africa: yet we read concerning the parith of 
Millum, ¢ that great part of it lies on a flat, and is expofed toa 


torrent of air which cuthes up the gulph from the Irifh channel, 
fo that the lands are diftreffed, in dry weather, with driving and 
overwhelming fands, carried by the winds to an amazing dif- 
tance.’ 

A furvey of Ullfwater, which lies on the borders of the 
county, introduces a fhort account of the inhabitants of Pat- 
terdale, (Weftmoreland,) whofe native innocence and rural fim- 
plicity are mentioned with preat fatisfaction. We the rather 
take notice of this, becaufe of that corruption of manners, with 
its baneful effects, which Mr. James Clarke, in his Survey of the 
Lakes *, informs us was iniroduced about thirty or forty years 
ago by fome villainous miners who were fent to work in the 
Dale. We are willing to hope that an advantageous alteration 








* See M. Kev. for Dec. 1789, vol. Ixxxi. p. 499. 
has 
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has taken place fince that relation was written: the author 
of the prefent work obferves in a note, ¢ Mr. Clarke gives a 
very different account of the inhabitants, which we are happy 
not to have difcovered.’ 

Among other fubjects, biography, as it ought in fome degree, 
jis here occafionally regarded: one rule is Jaid down, and, it 
feems, with propriety, on this article ; which is, to give an ac- 
count of thofe perfons only who had diftinguifhed themfelves, 
either in fome uncommon and extraordinary way, or by fome 
literary production ; a rule, however, which, while it appears 
juft, may occafion the pafling by without notice many per- 
fons of worth and refpectability. The family of the Howards 
furnifhes confiderably for this line. Among other characters, 
which are not numerous, we obferve that of G. Whitehead, 
eminent among the Quakers, which was drawn up and commu- 
nicated by one of their own body: he was born in Weftmore- 
land, in the year 1736, but educated at the free fchool of Blen- 
cowe, in Cumberland. Another charaéter is that of Dr. George 
Benfon, diffenting minifter, who died in London -in the year 
1762. He was born inthe parifh of Salkeld. A juft and very 
refpeCtable account is here given of him and of his writings, 
which, it is to be feared, are in the prefent day too much ne- 
glected. Thefe inftances difcover a candour and liberality 
which do honour to the publication. 

We now take our leave of this work for the prefent, only 
farther adding that feveral copper-plates accompany and illu{- 
tratethe volume. 

«> Since we wrote the above, the third part of this work is 


come to our hands, and will be hereafter duly noted. Hi 


— 





Art. IX. Remarkable Ruins, and Romantic Profpe&s, of North Bri- 
tain. With antient Monuments, and fingular Subjects of Natural 
Hittory. By the Rev. Charles Cordiner of Banff. The Engrav- 
ings by Peter Mazell. z Vols. gto. gsl.ss. Boards. Taylor, 
Holborn. 1795. 


ryine beft method, we apprehend, by which we can prefent 
our readers with an accurate idea of the various contents 
of this coftly work, will be to give a brief yet comprehenfive 
analyfis of the different heads under which it naturally arranges 
itfelf; following, therefore, the order obferved in the title-page, 
we fhall begin with 


J. Remarkable Ruins and antient Buildings. 


The Gothic church, and King’s College, at Aberdeen ; 
the abbies of St. Thomas at Arbroath, of Kinlofs, Plufcardin, 
and Beaulieu ; the cathedrals of St. Andrew’s and Dornock ; 
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and the chapter-houfe of Elgin cathedral ; are the ecclefiaftical 
remains thatare figured and defcribed in this work, ‘The other 
buildings confit of the palace of Holyrood-houfe, the caftles of 
Boddom, Braemar, Corgarf, Croggan, Kildrumy, Slains, 
Auchindorm, Bayn, Balveny, Detkford, Findlater, Kinedyne, 
Lord Oliphant’s, Berridale, Ruthven, Urquhart, Boharm, 
Dungardel, Spinie, Dun-Robin, Dun-Dornadilla, Fort-Au- 
guftus, andthe hunting feat of the Duke of Gordon in Glen- 
hodich. 

The defcriptions which accompany the views of thefe edifices, 
confifting for the moft part of records of their foundation and 
Jocal hiftory, however interefling they may be to the pofleficrs of 
thefe manfions, furnifh but little matter for general amufement. 
We thall, however, prefent our readers with part of the de- 
fcription of Bayne caffle, as exemplifying the author’s manner, 
and as containing fome curious information : 


‘ This ancient refidence of the family of Findlater is beautifully 
fituated on the margin of a rocky mount, projecting into a deep glen 
roteSted on the N. W. by a lofty well-wooded hill; the glen. winds 
ia for about a mile to the firth, where it opens among the cliffs to 
the fea; and there are found the ruins of more ancient towers which 
had been occupied in former ages by the poffeflors of this demefne. 
The rivulet which runs through, and by its torrents has worn the glen, 
nearly encircles the mount on which the caftle is placed 5 a ditch and 
rampart, as ufual in theie fortrefies, defended the acceflible fides 
where a bridge leading from the gateway is the narrow, and only 
pais, but eafily protected path of communication with the rifing 
grounds which {pread into the rich and fertile country that conftituted 
the ancient foreft of Bayne. 

« Sueh infulated fituations, wherever found amid Toxuriant lands, 
where by the occafional arrangement of rocks and rivulets a natural 
fortrefs was in a manner formed, became the neceflary choice of the 
nobles in thofe early ages of civilization, when the turbulent condition 
of fociety, and frequent diffentions of the ftate, made it often requi- 
fite to the peace of individual families to defend the caufe of right by 
force of arms. They who maintained the chief amthority in the ad- 
miniftration of this kind of military law, found it of the firft import. 
ance to fecure their parental refidences, which were the courts of 
jaftice, from affault ; fo that every feat of the nobikty in thofe ages, 
according to the extent of their fway, became a fortified palace or 
caftellated houfe. 

‘ The foreft of Bayne had been enclofed by a wall, part of which 
remains, that feparated the Tnanecom from the other efiates. This 
in the end of the 14th century was configned to Sir Walter Ogilvie, 2 
fecond fon of the Findlater family, and continued in the poffefion of 
his defcendants until the beginning of this century, when it was again 
annexed to the Earl’s efiate. 

* In Sir. Walter’s time a quarry of marble was opened among the 
adjacent rocks; it is rather dark and hard, but receives a bright 
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polith and is fill wrought with fome fuccefs ; it was however in high 
eftimation in the are of Louis XIV. for that celebrated monarch had 
large quantities of it ient over to him, which were cut into various em- 
; bellifhments for the palace at Verfailles and that of Trianon. 
h ¢ The orchards on either hand, that ftill abound with various fruit, 
and rows of aged trees, which fhade the avenues leading to the caitle, 
and in decaying grandeur open the pro(peét of the falling towers, 
imprefs one with a fenfe of the early talte and opulence engaged in 
: adorning the environs of thefe deferted walls. Within they exhibit 
the mculdering memorials of many hiftorical paintings. Inthe largett 
tower, where the apartments feem to have been affigned to devotion 
and philofophy, the paintings have been preferved by a fingular fore 
tune. It appears from fome dates that about a hundred years ago a 
new coat of plaifter had been laid over the whole, probab-y when the 
zeal of réformation led them to obliterate every relic of the catholic 
inftitutions $ but now that coat of plaifter is dropping off, and difclofes 
faints ard prelates pourtrayed on the walls, and in departments between 
them, many parts of the hiitory of the New Teftament defigned.’ 


: The IId grand divifion of this work, containing the Ro- 
: mantic Profpeéts, confifts chiefly of views on the fea-coaft, on 
the lochs, and reprefentations of fome of the principal water- 
falls. There are two objects of attention in copying profpeéts 
from Nature; firft, that the fcenes chofen fhould be beautiful 
intheir kind, and, fecondly, characteriftic of the cotintry : the 
beauty of Mr. Cordiner’s views will be queftioned by no one 
who has feen them ; and in general they appear charateriftic; 
we fay in general, becaufe, in fome inftances, the tres feem 
, too numerous and luxuriant. We are well aware that man 
4 idle and falfe accounts are current of the complete nakednets 
L of the Scottifh profpects: yet, though we are far from giving 
_ __ them implicit credit, we muft be allowed to ftate our fufpicions 
that a few liberties have been taken, in order to render the 
ie here reprefented -more picturefque than they are in 
reality. 
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Antient Monuments form the 11d primary Divifion. 


As the author’s ideas concerning the meaning of the rude 
fculptures on the Caledonian obelifks are for the moft part very 
peculiar, we fhall endeavour to lay before our readers a general 
view of his fyftem ;—to attempt to detail his arguments would 
Carry us beyond our afligned limits. 

On fome of the Scottith monuments, are found charaéters 
bearing a clofe affinity with thofe which have ‘been obferved on 
the obelifks of Egypt. On others are pourtrayed, in barbarous 
{culpture, reprefentations of the elephant. ‘Thefe, together 
with many fymbols relating to the Chriftian myfteries, Mre 
Cordiner fuppofes (and, we think, with great probability,) to 
have been copied from the illuminated Miflals which were. in 
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the pofleffion of the monks, who firft introduced into Scotland: 
the Chriftian religion. ‘The date of thefe monuments Mr. C, 
fuppofes to be fubfequent te the Tumuli and prior to the erec- 
tion of any chapel or monaftery in Scotland, and even before 
the introduction of Saxon charaCters, 

. The celebrated pillar of Fores is the fubje& of a feparate dif- 
guilition;. and it is fuppofed to have been erected in comme mora- 
tion of an important victory obtained over the Norwegian in- 
vaders, and of the capture of their ftrong fortrefs of Ecciaifbacca, 
onthe Burgh-head of Moray, about the year rooo. 

~ The IVth great divifion is dedicated to Natural Hiftory ; 
containing engravings and defcriptions of many rare, and fe- 
veral hitherto non-defcript, fubmarine worms and polypes.  — 
This appears to us the really interefting and valuable part of 
the work. Mr.C. was evidently a minute and accurate ob- 
ferver of every thing to which he turned his attention ; and his. 
{kill in detecting the ceconomy of thefe delicate and. fingular 
animal fubftances entitles him to.a reputable place in the hft of 
natural hiftorians. .We with that he had employed in thefe in- 
veftigations a larger portion of his book, even at the hazard of 
having been more concife on the fubjeét of myfterious fymbols, | 
barbaric {culptures, ruined caftles, and dilapidated. cathedrals. A 
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Art. X. ‘The Hiftory of the Effects of Religion on:Mankind. Vol. VI. 
Containidg, a Supplement to the Firft Volume. Se&.V. The 
' erroneous Doctrines and fuperftitious Practices of Chriftians nov to 
be imputed to Chriltianity. Seét. VI. The Enthufiafm of the 
~ Heathens ; the Origin, Progrefs, and Influence of Fanaticifm in. 
_ the Time of the Crufades, and in the Sixteenth Century: with 
. the Effects of it in England, in the Seventeenth. On the Govern- 
ment of the Kingdom, on the Manners of the Fanatics, on. 
Literature, and on the Religion and Morals of the Englifh Nation. 
Sect. VII. The real Caufes of feveral Perfecations, Herefies, Cone 
troverfies; Wars, and Maffacres imputed to Chriftianity by Shaftf- 
‘bury, Voltaire, Roufleau, Hume, Gibbon, andothers. Seét. VIN. 
A Refytation of Objections which have been urged againft the 
- Utility of Religion. By the Rev, Edward Ryan, D.D. Preben- 
dary of St. Patrick, and Minilter of the Parifh of St. Luke, Dub- 
Hin.” 8vo. pp. 283. 5s. Boards. Rivingtons. 1793. 
OF the general objet of this hiffory we have already ex- 
prefled our approbation, in a Review of the firft volume. 
[See New Series, voli, p. 295.] It muft certainly ferve 
very much to confirm the authority of Chriftianity, and. to | 
eftablith a full conviétion of its value, if it can be clearly [ 
proved, not only from general reafoning on the nature of its | 
octrine, that its tendency is ufeful,—but alfo, from a direé 
2ppeal to hiftorical facts, that its actual operation on mankind 
* has © 
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hes been highly beneficial, This is the laudable undertaking 
in which Dr. Ryan has engaged ; and he has_in the prefent vo- 
Jume laboured with much increafed induftry, in’ fearching for 
materials to eftablifh his point in civil-and ecclefiaftica) hittory, 
and in the writings of celebrated philofophers and divines, We 
are glad to be informed,.in the preface, that fuch praife worthy 
exertions in fupport of religion have been already rewarded 
by academical honours, and by confiderable church prefer- 
ment; and we have no doubt that Dr, Ryan will have the-fa- 
tisfaction of receiving the farther recompence of the general 
approbation of the triends of retigion. 

The firft part of this 2d volume is a fupplement to the for- 
mer, in which farther hiftorical fats are adduced, and now 
well {upported with authorities, to prove the fuperior excel- 
lence of Judaifm and Chriftianity over Paganifm, in the ef- 
feéts of the former on the moral ftate of the world. It is parti- 
cularly fhewn, from a very extenfive detail of facts, that the 
early effect of Chriftianity was to correct impurity, to reftrain 
cruelty, to check feudal oppreflion, to promote humanity, and 
to improve the laws of many rude nations. The virtues and 
the vices of the heathens, and of Chriftians, are compared ; 
and the comparifon terminates greatly in favour of the Chriftian 
world. Perhaps, in this part of the work, the author’s zeal to 
fupport his argument has led him to view the chara¢ters of the 
antients in too unfavourable a light, and in fome initances to 
put an erroneous conftrution on their actions. It certainly 
ought not to have been mentioned to the difcredit of the heathen 
lawgivers, that they laboured to direct the paffions of men to 
thofe virtues, which had a tendency to advance their happinefs ; 
nor that, by providing public honours for meritorious actions, 
they guided man’s natural Jove of fame into an ufeful channel, 
Nor is it doing juftice to the noble and -univerfally admired dif- 
intereftedne(s of many Roman patriots, particularly Dentatus 
and Fabricius, to infinuate that there was more prudence than 
generofity in their condud&t; fince the former only. rejected 
what would have excluded him from honours or emoluments 
in the ftate, and the latter was entitled by his poverty to the 
higheft offices. ae 

Dr. R. next proceeds to inquire why, even in the early ages 
of Chriftianity, its influence was not more beneficial; and why, 
in jucceeding times, it has not operated fo powerfully as when 
it was firft promulgated. The erroneous dottrines, and fuperfti- 
tious practices, which. have been from early times received in 
the church of Rome, are fhewn not to have origmated in the 
fLhriftian inftitution, but to have been derived from other 
fources, The early Chriftians, for example, retained many 
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Jewifh and Pagan terets and pra@tices. Some pious and 
learned fathers blended the doétrines of the Gofpel with the 
dogmata of Pythagoras, Plato, and Ariftotle, ‘Ivhe fuperfti- 
tious practices of exorcifms, fpells, magic, and aftrology; the 
worthip of faints, images, and relics ; purgatory, holy water, 
celibacy, and monattic inftitutions ; were all derived from Pa- 
ganifm, falfe philofophy, and ignorance of the Gofpel. Othe 
errors and corruptions of Popery have arifen from caufes, with 
which Chriftianity has no concern ; and notwithftanding this, 
it muft be admitted that Chriftianity, even as taught by the 
Romanifts, had produced many happy effets. We are fur- 
prifed to find that the author, in treating on the fubject of the 
Roman fuperftitions, refpeéts auricular confeffion,—one of the 
chief engines of prieftly domination,—as an ufeful inftitution.. 

In profecution of his plans, the author treats at large on en- 
thufiafm, and on fanaticifm ; fhewing that various kinds of 
enthufiafm exifted among the heathens, and that feveral primi- 
tive Chriftians were infeéted with it, by the contemplative phi- 
lofophy of the Pagans, by perfecution, or by ignorance of the 
fpirie of the Chriftian religion. The mifchiefs produced by fa- 
naticifm in later ages, particularly in the fixteenth century in 
Germany, and in the feventeenth in England and Scotland, are 
detailed at length, and afcribed to ignorance and weaknefs of 
underftanding. Dr. Ryan treats with unreafonable feverit 
and contempt the Puritans who arofe in the reign of Elizabeth, 
and to whom the nation was in a great meafure indebted for 
thofe ftruggles againft defpotifin, which, however irregular 
und violent, prepared the way for the fubfequent eftablifhment 
of conftitutional freedom. Of the perfecuting violence exer- 
cifed towards the Puritans, he fpeaks in the following gentle 
terms: ¢ The Queen employed her influence in reftraining the 
Puritans who divided her Proteftant fubjeAs, and who held 
ideas of civil liberty which clafhed with her prerogative.’ As 
a proof of the fanatici/m of the parliamentary army, it is men- 
tioned’ that the officers were employed during the intervals of 
war in prayers and meditations ; and that even private foldiers 
{pent their vacant hours in perufing and perverting the {crip- 
tures. The long lift of fanatical extravagances, which the 
author has in this feleClion collected from ** The Scourge,” and 
other violent party publications,—whatever other end they ma 
arnfwer,—feem to have but a remote conneétion with the fub- 
ject of this work. ast, 

Having proved that the bad effects of fuperftition and enthu- 
fiafm are not to be imputed to Chriftianity, Dr. R. proceeds 
to fhew that neither are the perfecutions, wars, maflacres, &c. 
which have difgraced the Chriftian church, to be imputed to 
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Chriftianity, but that they originated from a violation of its pre- 
cepts, from pride, avarice, revenge, ambition, or miftaken policy. 
Many faéts are adduced, to fhew that intolerance was not pe- 
culiar to the Jews and Chriftians ; and that, among both, per- 
, fecution arofe from motives of policy, and is by no means 
g chargeable on their refpective religions. With regard to hes 
refies, it is fhewn that they originated from the opinions and 
prejudices which the Jews and Heathens who embraced Chrift~ 
ianity brought along with them into the church ; and that the 
difturbances occafioned by them are to be imputed to ignorance 
of Chriftianity, or to a want of its fpirit. In this part of the 
work, the author has taken great pains, but often, we think, 
with little fuccefs, to prove that perfecutions are to be traced 
up to civil caufes, and not to be afcribed to religious bigotry. 
The aflertion, for example, that the Bartholomew mailacre of 
Paris is not to be imputed to the national religion, is furely. 
dire€tly contradicted by the hiftory of that dreadful tranfaction, 
Though political confiderations might unite with religious mo- 
tives in the mind of Catharine de Medicis and of the other con- 
trivers of the maflacre, there can be no doubt that they were 
bigots in religion, and that the Hugonots were maffacred for 
their herefies. 

In the laft fe&ion, the author refutes the objections againk 
Chriftianity which are drawn from its fuppofed tendency to dee 
tach the affections of men from the world, to difpofe them to 
fubmit to fervitude, to render them pufillanimous, and to cif- 
courage the attachments of friendfhip and patriotifm ; and he 
maintains the efficacy of religious motives, on the characters 
of men, to be far fuperior to that of any motives purely moral, 
His remarks on this head are, in the main, very fatisfactory, 

With refpe& to the general merit of the work;——though we 
cannot think the author's reprefentation always accurate, nor 
perfectly impartial ; though we apprehend much greater un- 
certainty, than he feemsto perceive, in any conclufions which 
depend on a feries of facts felected at pleafuse trom the general 
mafs of hiftory ; and though we imagine that it may not ale 
ways be eafy to make out the connection of caufe and effect, 
between Chriftianity and the improvements which have taken 
place in the moral ftate of the world; we repeat that we are 
neverthelefs of opinion that Dr. Ryan is entitled to commenda- 
tion, for the pains which he has taken to prove,—-what on the 
whole appears fairly admiffible, —that the aCtual operation of reli- 
gion in general, and of Chriftianity in particular, in the midft of 
all the perverfions and corruptions which they have fuffered, 
has been beneficial to mankind, E. 
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Art. XI. The Ancient Buildings of Rome: accurately meafuted and 
delineated by Anthony Defgodetz, Architeé&t.  Illuftrated with one 
hundred and thirty-feven Plates; and Explanations in French and 
Englith. The Plates engraved and the Text tranflated by the late 


Mr. G. Marthall, Archite&t. 2 Vols. Imperial Folio. 4). 14s. 6d. 
fewed. Taylor. 1795. 


yn fuperiority of Grecian architecture has been eminently 
evinced by its having regularly fuperceded every other 
fpecies, wherever it has become known, as it was found to con- 
centrate all the advantages which appertain refpectively to each ; 
for, while they produce a character appropriate only to fome 
particular object, this admits of an univerfal application, and 
yields to none in beauty. 

Various parts of Greece produced the germs which after- 
ward grew to the perfection that gained the admiration of ever 
beholder, and obtained for its archite€ture a celebrity that has 
never been difputed. 

Rome, however, being miftrefs of the world, and poffeffing 

thofe who well knew how to appreciate merit wherever it was 
to be found, collected within its bofom both the architeCture 
and the artifts that were before difperfed in different parts of 
Greece; combining their feveral excellencies, and uniting with 
them the fubftantial manner ef building which was in ufe 
among the Tufcans. Thus concentrated, artifts found an 
ample field for difplaying their talents, encouraged by the power 
and the fplendour of their protectors. Grecian architeQure, 
before that time, fcarcely was hazarded beyond a temple, or a 
theatre, but then began tu be difplayed on all occafions of public 
or private utility. “Mhough Greece was the parent of this fpecies 
of building, and on that foil it grew and improved, yet its final 
perfection was wrought at Rome, where it was adopted and pub- 
lifhed to the world. From her ftores, the prefent age is furnithed 
with ample refources, and is thence enabled to form a complete 
fyftem of this fcience. Fragments may be found elfewhere, 
chiefly of an inferior kind, or the production of the infantine 
ftate of the art: but Rome is the only place at this time, which 
contains a complete and copious fund of antient architecture. 
. The labodrious tafk of meafuring and giving drafts of thefe 
remains to the public was undertaken by the author of the ori- 
ginal of the work under confideration; and the execution of 
his defign excited the admiration of cotemporary and fucceed- 
ing artifts * :—indeed a work of greater magnitude in this art, 
or. of more confequence to it, has néver yet appeared, 
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~* See our account of Mr. Marthall’s edition of the firit volume, 


_M. Rev, vol. xlvi. p. 140. We then obferycd that the original firit 


appeared under the patronage of Louis XLV. 
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Monf. Defgodetz will ever be regarded with the higheft 
efteem among the lovers of antient architecture, as the firft who 
fet the example of taking accurate drafts and dimenfions of re- 
mains of antient magnificence, and giving them with fidelity 
to the public: the delineations publifhed before his time being 
executed in fo flight a manner, that they may be confidered 
merely as fketches. His example has been productive of the 
happieft effets in exhibiting the beft mode of treating thofe 
fubjeéts, and has prompted fucceeding authors to imitate him 
jn an accurate attention to the originals ; fo that we are now 
furnifhed with faithful drawings of almoft every remnant of 
antiquity, that is worthy of prefervation, or attainable by the 
explorer, 

The firft edition appeared in 1682; and, although coveted 
and fought by artifts of all countries, fuch was the magnitude 
of the work, that no one feems to have had courage enough to 
yenture a republication, until the produétion of the fecond Paris 
edition, in which the old plates were ufed in a bad ftate; and 
even this edition had feveral years fince become extremely rare. 
Indeed, as is obferved by Mr, Marfhall, in the preface to the 
prefent impreffion, 

‘ The vat expence of renewing by various hands, and the danger 
of thus tranfmitting inaccurately, fo great and fo delicate a work; or 
the Herculean Jabour fuch renewal propofed to any fingle undertaker, 
who, if equal to the tafk, could generally employ himielf with much 
eafe to more immediate advantage ; either fuffices to account for the 
{carcity of this book fo many years paft, much more for its never 
appearing in our language ; though conftantly in requeit as the ftand- 
ard of antient and modern art. 

‘ The defcriptions, explanations, &¢c. are given as well in the au- 
thor’s own words, as in an Englifh tranflation, on oppofite pages, for 
the better comparifon, and to accommodate readers of every country ; 
to none of whom it can be the lefs pleafing that, while the original 
text has been facredly preferved, the antient is changed into modern 
orthography.’ 

From the confirmed accuracy of the original publication, and 
jts importance having been fo long eftablifhed, we were de- 
firous of being able to {peak decidedly of the merits of the Eng- 
Jifh edition, and have accordingly given it a diligent compari- 
fon with the original, both. with refpect to the drafts and the 
meafurements. It is obvious that, in a performance of this 
nature, the effential part chiefly confifts of plates; which we 
have the fatisfaction of reporting to be correctly executed, and 
to reflect the higheft credit on the induftry and ability of the 
deceafed artift, who has rendered them not lefs elegant than the 
priginals. The fame minute attention to the text has made the 
tranflation fomewhat unpleafant ; a circumftance on which we - 
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lay no great ftrefs, as the writing is merely defcriptive of the 
lates, 
‘ Refpecting a work fo highly efteemed, it is needlefs to add 
more than that thofe who wifh to poflefs a complete feries of 
the architeQlural antiquities of Rome have now an opportunity 
of gratifying themfelves with an elegant fpecimen in an Englifh 
form ;—with a performance that will perpetuate thofe elegant 
examples, when time fhall have erafed the originals. Sau) 
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Art. XII. Olbjerwations on Pope. By Gilbert Wakefield, B, A. 
Bvo. pp. 350. 78. Bowrds. Payne. 1796. 
6 h- pleafure which we received from the firft vol, of Mr, 
W.’s intended edition of Pope’s works * has occafioned us 
fome regret in perufing the prefent volume of Obfervations on 
that poet, fince its publication is the confequence of his final 
refignation to Dr, Warton of the office of editor, We do not 
mean to imply a general preference of one candidate to the 
other: but the taite and learning difplayed by Mr. W., in the 
part which he has executed, could not but infpire us with a 
wifh of feeing the whole of our admirable poet’s works illuf- 
trated by the fame hand. Since, however, the character of 
Mr. W.’s criticifms chiefly confifted in parallelifms and jnvef- | 
tigations of particular paflages,—with copious references to 
other writers, antient and modern, in whom a fimilarity of 
thought or expreffion was to be found,—perhaps the public are 
tolerably indemnified for the lofs, by the printing of thefe Ob- 
fervations; which appear to be the materials collected for fup- 
plying notes to the intended edition. ‘ 
In the preface to this work, Mr. W. enters fomewhat into t 
genera} criticifm, or rather general panegyric, on the poetical 
merits of his author; which he meafures by the true claffical E 
fcales of Horace and Longinus, and finds perfeét and complete 4 
in every point. ‘Though, for our part, we are fully convinced 
that the fcience of criticifm, like moft others, has received 
great improvement fince the ages of thofe writers ; and that a? 
much more accurate teft of poetical excellence might be ap~ 
plied, than the loofe and dubious fentences of the above poet- 
critic and critic-poet ; yet Mr. W.’s paraphraftical application, 
particularly of ‘the five characters of the fublime propofed by 
Longinus, will be read with pleafure. 
With refpe& to the Obfervations themfelves, Mr. W. can- 
didly cautions his readers againft expecting too much from 
them ; and we think we have given a juft idea of them, by fay- 
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ing that they are the materials of fuch notes as adorn and illuf- 
trate the text of the volume before publifhed. The following 
{fpecimen will afford an adequate idea of them; it belongs to ths 
fourth epiltie of the Efflay on Man: 
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¢ Ver. 11. Twin’d with the wreaths Parnaffian laurels yield, 
Or reap’d in iron harvelts of the field. 

The dition of the former verfe is fingularly elegant and happy ; and 
the latter feems formed on an allufion to the armed men of Cadmus; 
or was transferred from Virgil, /En. ili. 45. 
ue on Hic confixum ferrea texit 

Telorum j/ges, et jaculis increvit acutis. 
Me, flaughter’d here, this crop of javelins hides, 
And pointed lances, {fprouting from my fides: 

which is a flight change of Ogilby’s verfion, and excellently repre« 
é fents the paflage.—Or our poet might derive the figure immediately 
: from his mafter, at /En. xii. 963. 

The more they kill, the greater numbers grow : 

An iron barve? mounts, and full remains to mow. 
And in his All for Love, end of ai. there is a fimilar verfe: 

And, ent’ring where the foremoft fquadrons yield, 

Begin she noble barveft of the field. 
But the firit fulpicion is rendered probable by the beginning of his 
own tranflation of Statius : 

How with the ferpent’s teeth he fow’d the foil, 

And reap’d an tron harveft of his toil. 
| ‘ Ver. 16. ’Tis no where to be found, or ev’ry where. 
: Bo Horace, Epitt. i. 11. fin. 

_ quod petis, hic eft; 

‘ Eft Ulubris. 
c ‘ Ver.39. There’s not a bleffing individuals find, 
° But fome way leans and hearkens to the kind, 
: An image pertectly original and happy! Man waits, as it were, all 
; ear! for the approbation of another’s feelings, before he can decide 
é upon the reality of his own happinefs from a prefent enjoyment. A 
¢ 
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paflage in the Epiitle to the Hebrews, xi. 13. is not much inferior to 
this in a beauty of the fame kind: fee my Silva Critica, v. p. 148. 


f * Ver. 75. Heav’n ftill with laughter the vain toil furveys. ? 
yj An allufion to Pialm ii. 1. 4. ‘* Why do the heathen rage, and the 


people imagine a vaix thing ?—He, that fitteth in the heavens, hall 
taugh ; the Lord thall have them ix derifion.”’ 


* Ver. 102. Was this their Virtue, or contempt of life ? 
The general conception of this whole paflage feems derived from 
Lanfdowne’s verfes written in the year 1690, and of great merit. 
The honeft man, who ftarves and is undone, 
Not Fortune, but his Virtue keeps him down. 
Had Cato bent beneath the conquering caufe, 
He might have liv’d to give new fenates laws ; 
But on vile terms difdaining to be great, 
He perith’d by his choice, and not his fate. 
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Honours and life, th’ ufurper bids, and all 
"That vain miftaken men good fortune call ; 
Virtue forbids, and fets before his eyes 

An honett death; which he accepts, and dies. 


* Ver. 107. Why drew Marfeilles’ good bifhop purer breath, 
When Nature ficken’d, and each gale was death ? 
Or why fo long (in life if long can be) 
Lent Heav’n a parent to the poor and me? 
Archbifhop Sheldox, and others, muft fhare in this praife of the good 
bifhop of Marfeilles; fee Pennant’s London, p. 328. and the two 
miniiters of ‘Tidefwell in Derbythire; fee Dr. Aikin’s Environs of 
Manchefter, p. 485. And in the former couplet our poet might 
profit from fome anonymous veries in Dryden’s Mifcellanies, vi. 
» 76. 
sai Wien Nature fickens, and with fainting breath 
Struggles beneath the bitter pangs of death: 
as the third verfe is a palpable imitation of Virgi/, En. x. 861. 
Rheebe, diz res fi qua dia mortalibus ulla eft, 
Viximus. 
© Reebus, we have liv’d too long for me, 
If life and long were terms that could agree: Dryden. 


« Ver. 123. Shall burning Actna, if.a fage requires, 
Forget to thunder—? 
This is the ftrong word of Virgil on the fame fubje&t, /En. ii. 571, 
? horrificis juxta souat A?tna ruinis : 
thundering Aina, is Dryden’s expreffion there from Lauderdale. 
« Ver. 127. When tne loofe mountain trembles from on high, 
Shall gravitation ceafe, if you go by? 
«* Quid mirum igitir, ex fpelunca faxum in crura Icadii incidiffe? 
Puto enim, etiam fi Icadius in {pelunca non fuifle¢t, faxum tamen 
ilud cafurum fuitie.”” Cicero de Fato, cap. iii. What wonder then, 
that the ftone fhould fall from the cave on the legs of Icadius? ‘The 
ftone, I prefume, would have fallen, had he not been there.” 

There are, doubtlefs, many fingle obfervations, in which a 
critical reader would differ from Mr. W. : but, on the whole, 
they exhibit all the delicacy of tafte and fagacity of inveftiga- 
tion which diftinguith the other works of this elegant and induf- 
trious fcholar.—We fhall beg leave, however, to hint that, if he 
had lefs indulged that propenfity to dwell on **phyfical impurities” 
which Johnfon cenfures in Swift, and that fondnefs for ftory- 
telling which probably in fome inftances makes him the re- 
peater of idle fcandal, this book would not have been the lefs 
acceptable to readers of tafte. 
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Arr. XU. Poems, chiefly Dramatic and Lyric, by the Rev. H. 
Boyd, A.M. Yranflator of Dante’s Inferno: containing the fol- 
lowing Dramatic Poems ; the Helots, a Tragedy ; the ‘Temple of 
Vefta; the Rivals; the Royal Meflage; Prize Poems, &c. &c. 
8vo. pp. 643. 6s. 6d. Boards. Printed at Dublin. 


TH author of this volume difcovers confiderable powers of 
invention in the plots of his dramatic pieces, and a ready 
command of that elevated diction, and that harmonious flow 
of words, which, on the Englifh ftage, have been appropriated 
to tragedy ; and, in his fmaller poems, the flowers of fancy and 
the graces of melody are not wanting. Notwithitanding all 
this, however, we mult acknowlege that we have not been 
able to make our way through the numerous pages of this vo- 
lume without fenfations of languor, and fomething like fa- 
tigue, which have fcarcely been repaid by any emotions of de- 
light excited by the more brilliant paflages of the poems. This 
difappointment we impute, in part, to the author’s choice of 
his fubjects, fome of which we cannot think very happily 
adapted to intereft the reader’s feelings. 

The ftory"of the deftruétion of the Meflenian and Spartan 
Helots, after an unfuccefsful ftruggle for liberty, though weih 
fuited to excite indignation agajnft the practice of purchafing 
and keeping flaves, furnifhes few incidents for the difplay of 
dramatictalents. The Hebrew ftoryof Rahabthe harlot, or as 
this author underftands the original term, the keeper of a cara- 
vanfary, expofed to the machinations of demons, is {till lefs 
intereftings ‘The fubject of the third tragedy, the {cripturat 
ftory of David’s paffion for Bathfheba, and his plot againtt the 
life of Uriah, is better chofen: but in this piece, and indeed 
through the reft, the writer has indulged himfelf in a diffule- 
nefs of amplification which dilutes the expreffion of the paf- 
fions, til the effect on the reader’s feelings, if not wholly 
loft, is very much weakened. As an example of his amplify- 
ing powers, and a fair fpecimen of the whule work, we thal} 
copy his exhibition of Nathan’s parable : 

« When from the bounds of Salem late I patt 
Self-exil’d, to avoid domettic woe, 

I thought in fome fequeiter’d vale to find 

That peace and innocence devoid of guile 
Which (tho’ thy bright example beams around) 
J.ven in thofe facred bounds are fought in vain, 
A peafant’s lodge I faught, whom long J knew. 
Of Eleaven fo favour’d in his mean retreat 

So fanétify’d, that his 2thereal guard 

Kept from his lonely cot, at diitance due 

All the vain Images, the gaudy train 











46 Boyd's Poems. 


OF Syren forms (this world’s peculiar boaft) 
That lures the heediefs votary from Heaven. 
* David, Could they not guard him from oppreflive wrong > 


* Nath. They faw him wrong’d, and yet th’ oppreffor lives. 


; his hermit for my hoft 1 rather chofe 
Than the proud owner of a neighb’ring pile 
Who kept his hofpitable gate unclofed 
With oftentatious welcome to allure 
The way-worn pilgrim’s foot.— But here inflead 
Of the long retinue, that fills the haunts 
Of luxury, and the unmeaning phrafe 
Of hollow friendfhip, warm in words alone, 
One gentle Jamb; his fingle inmate, play’d 
: About his joyous hearth, and told a tale 
Of warm attachment in its honeft looks 
And gentle bleatings, far beyond the phrafe 
Of courtly adulation. This remain’d 
The folitary orphan of a flock 
Which fell contagign, or the feller gripe 
Of lawlefs ufury had reft away 
The reft, or fill’d the concert of the vales 
4 Which own’ his wealthier neighbour for their lords 
, Or bled, by turns, the victims of his board. 
' © David. That wealthy neighbour thal] refund his ftore 
If aught of inhumanity appears 
Before the Judges tribynal—for foon 
It fhall be clofely fified,—but proceed ! — 
© Nath. A itranger, to the camp of Ifrael bound, 
Of feeming rark, tho’ hid in clofe difguife, 
; 4 The proud man’s hofpitality had claim’d, 
| He fpar’d his numerous flocks, and fent his hinds 
| To rob the hermit of his bleating friend 
| The foie affociate of his lonely hours, — 
I faw it borne away—I mark’d the tears 


ree 


eg be! Of its {ad owner, all in vain they fell; 
. In vain with fupplications he purfued 

; Even to the proud man’s door his innocent charge 4 
| | His whole redrefs was infult, fcorn, and blows. — 
mi « David. Now Heaven fo deal with me, as he fhall reap 


The bitter fruit of an unfeeling heart, 
And with his forfeit life redeem the land 
' From fuch a foul contagion! foon the world 
Shall know, [ do not bear the fword in vain ! 
« Nath, Inthee, my lord, whofe pure, unfallied life 
Reflects a glowing tranfcript of Heaven’s laws, 
Such rigour is becoming, but to us 


| Whofe feeble optics boaft no angel’s ken 
| The {word of juftice dazzles as it ftrikes— 
i | There needs not fuch gigantic force to venge 
Such petty wrongs. 
i You know, my Lord! how long the penal ford 
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Pas flumber’d in the fheath, and it might feém 
The rigour of feverity, at once 
To wake its terrors now, for fame would tell 
That for a petty wrong, which might be paid 
Four fold, a foul was forfeit ! 
Strange fo me 
It feems, that thou, whofe eagle fight could pry 
Beyond the journies of the fun, to view 
The late effet that flumber’d in its caufe, 
Should be dim-fighted here! but time and grief 
Have fhed a froit upon your faculties ; 
filfe you would fee, that famine, fword and fire 
With all the woes that on thofe furies wait, 
Are not fo peftilent as that ihil plague 
That cold, narcotic vapour, wortt of ills 
With which hell teems, that lait refult of vice, 
When all the virtues, poifon’d m their fources 
Stagnate at once, and petrify the heart. 
Heavens! what a journey with his fellow fiends 
Thro’ every devious tract of every crime 
This man mult arft have run, who thus could tear 
The fellow-feelings from his favage heart! 
His foul is gangren’d, and the fword alone 
Can ward the vengeance ftor’d above the fky 
Which elfe, perhaps, would burft upon our heads 
In flaming ruin; or the plague might catch 
From bofom on to bofom.—He, who dar’d 
To feize the lamb, would he have {par’d the child 
To join his fervile train, or change for gold, 
As pride or caprice, or the thirit of gain 
Had chanc’d to coimineer ? 
Yes—or his ipoufe ! 
Ha! 
Troy art THE MAN! why does thy cheek turn pale 
At thy own fembiance ? was the mak fo foul 
As even to wake thy rage: and arc thou dumb 
When thou behold’it the phantom’s genuine face ? 
Thine own moit righteous doom has paft thy lips 
Without recall. and Heaven has feal’d the word !? 


_ The reader will perceive in this paraphrafe a kind of f{well- 

ing declamation, which ill fuits the fimple tale of the prophet. 
The fmaller pieces in this volume are, a Hymn to Silence ; 

the Genius of the White Rofe; Woodftock; three Prize 


Poems: 


poetical : 


of which the firft, written in blank verfe, is the moft 
—the Wanderer, a lyric poem, in four irregular odes, 


difplaying, ina pleafing and well-fupported allegory, the pro- 
grefs of liberty : elegant complimentary verfes written on three 
fucceflive birth-days to the Countefs of Moira;—-and feveral 
elegiac pieces, tributary to merit or friendthip. Among the 
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_ a Romance in verfe, ready for the prefs, under the title of the 











ge Brydfon’s Vieiv of Heraldry, &e. 


ornaments of thefe lighter pieces, the author has fometimes ad- 
mitted puerile conceits : of which a funeral elegy, where fuch 
conceits are peculiarly improper, affords a curious example. 
Celebrating a young lady removed to Heaven, and clad in ce+ 
leftial robes, the poet fays, , 

« Yon gems, that fparkle o’er her flowing veft, 

Are grateful tears, in heavenly mines congeal’d ; 

While in the {welling anthems of the blett, 

Wond’ring, fhe hears her modeft worth reveal’d. 

* Wond’rings the fees, in that refplendent robe, 

Emblazon’d by the pencil of the fkies, 

Her deeds, while yet fhe walk’d this nether globe; 

‘Tended by fervent prayets, and glift’ning eyes.’ 


At the clofe of this Jarge volume, fome ftanzas are given of 














Captives, of which we can take no farther notice till the work 
fhall come before us in its entire form.—The manner in which 
this volume is corrected will not redeem the credit of the 
Dublin prefs. Had we not in fome degree amended the punce 
tuation, in the extraéts which we have made, they would fcarcely 
have been intelligible to the reader. EK. 
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Art. XIV. 4 fummary View of Heraldry, in Reference to the Ujages of 
Chivalry, and the general Economy of the Feudal Sytem, By ‘Vhomas 
Brydfon, F.A.S. Edin. 8vo. pp. 319. §}. Boards. Nicol, Ms, 
&C. 1795+ 

Te the generality of readers, this zit/e will not be veryattradtive. 

None but thofe who have a peculiar attachment to the very 
peculiar fubje&t will expect to derive much inftruction or amufe- 
ment from ** a dry Treatife on Heraldry!” We may venture, 
however, to fay that thofe who will take the trouble of per- 
ufing the prefent volume will find in it more than it promifes, 
and will be fufficiently repaid for their pains.——The author has 
ftudied the fubject with attention, and has condenfed his matter 
with care and tafte; fo that his details are never tedious, but 
are for the moft part entertaining. The language is clear and 
appropriate ; and, if it be not always purely claffical, it is never 
vulgar nor turgid. 

The work is divided into fix chapters, Inthe firft, we have 

a brief account of the ftructure of the feudal fyflem—foon blend- 

ed with ecclefiaitical polity—and of the origin, fpirit, maxims, 

difcipline, and different orders of chivalry. ~ 
¥n chap. I]. we find a concife hiftory of Tournaments, and. 

armorial Enfigns—their object, regulations, materials, &c. &c. 

‘The contents of chap. 1. are, | 
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« Of Romance.—-Defcriptive of the Manners of Chivalry.—Its 
Heroes diftinguithed by Armorial Enfigns, and by the Denomination 
of Knight’s-Errant.—Exhibits Inftances of a Pra@tice whereby Arms 
have given Rife to various Surnames.—!ntroduced Grifiins, Dragons, 
and other fabulous Animals, into Feraldry.—Symbolical Meaning of 
thofe Figures. —Remarks on the hiftorical Origin of the Arms of 

articular Families and States.’ 

Chap. IV. ‘ The Form, and Various Modes in which Arms are 
exhibited. —Several Coatsof Arms may be born in the fame Shield. — 
The exterior, or concomitant Ornaments attached*to Armorial En- 
figns.—As, the Helmet—Creft—Supporters.—-A parucular Clafs 
of exterior Ornaments employed to denote {pecific Orders and De- 
grees of Dignity. —As, Collars of Knighthood —Mitres—Coronets 
——Diadems.—Recapitulation and general Obfervations refpecting the 
Organic, or Symbolical Part of Heraldry.’ 

Chap. V. £ Political Department of Heraldry.—Comprehends all 
the Diitin¢tions of Rank belonging tothe Feudal Syftem.—Orders and 
Gradations of Chivalry in connection with Feudal Tenures. —The 
Hierarchy, analagous to the different Gradations of Secular Dignity 
and Power.—Ecclefiaftical Orders of Chivalrv.—Academical Ho- 
nours.—Enumeration of the Diftinations of Chivalry.—Gentlemen— 
Efquire —Knight.—General Order of Princes.—Diftinétions of Rank 
Charaéterifed, as Civil—Military —Ecclefiaitical.—Prefent State and 
Acceptation of fome of the inferior Diftinctions and Titles derived 
from Chivalry.’ 


The VIth chapter is better written, and has more originality 
in it than the precedinggalthough not neceflarily conneéted 
with Heraldry. It is a diflertation on Diftinétions in Rank; and 
from it we give our fpecimens of the author’s ftyle, and manner 
of treating his fubject: 


‘ In fpeculation, it has fometimes been queftioned, whether it 
would not be conducive to the happinefs of fociety to exclude diftinc- 
tions of rank. Yet nothing can be more certain, than that fuch dif- 
tinétions are unavoidable. 

‘ Were it poflible to place men on an equal footing, and to enfure 
their continuance in fuch a ftate, it would reprefs every important ex- 
ertion, where there were neither motive nor hope of rifing above the 
common level; nor any fear, becaufe no poflibility of finkina below 
it. Wherever property is eftablifhed, all men endeavour to obtain 
it; but as they are not all equally ftroug, healthy, nor endowed with 
the fame capacity, they cannot all be equally fuccefsful.’— 

* An important effeét of the eftablifhment of property, refults from 
the right whereby it is tranfmitted and fecured in perpetuity to the 
heirs of the poffeffor. This introduces, not temporary or perfonal 
diftinétions, as thofe of magiftracy, of mafter and fervant, rich and 
poor, which are alfo infeparable from the eftablifhment of property ; 
but hereditary diftinctions, conneSed with hereditary influence, , 

‘ Affuence and {plendour come to be confidered as the birth-richt 
of fuch families as have long poileffed an hereditary fortune. This ee 
natural coufequence of the e'tablithment of property; hence men 
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born to thofe advantages, are in effeét, and in common eftimationy as 
really diftinguifhed by them as though they were inherent, and not 
merely adventitious endowments. Perhaps the younger branches of 
fuch families are not all pofefled of property, yet they fhare in the 
refpectability of their connections, and generally poffefs the means 
of heightening ordinary talents, by accomplifhments which refemble 
the more immediate gifts of nature. 

‘ Were the language of chivalry to be here employed, thofe fami- 
lies would be ftyled nobie. But whether titles, or names of dignity, 
be, or be not fuperadded, the diftinétion itfelf continues, and cannot 
be fet afide, fo long as property fhall continue to be fo powerful aa 
incentive to univerial induftry and exertion. | 

‘ This fhows, that nobility of blood, or hereditary diftin€tions of 
rank, are by no means peculiar to chivalry ; but would alfo be found 
in the moft perfect democracy.’— 

‘ While diitinctions of rank are infeparable from fociety, there is an. 
@quality alfo with which its happinefs and perfection are infeparably- 
connected. This equality confifts in the common right by which each 
individual is equally entitled to acquire, poffefs, and enjoy, in the 
marner moft agreeable to himfelf, whatever he can obtain without 
violating the very fame rights, in others, which he himfelf poffeffes. 
This maxim is illuftrated by the laws of free and well regulated ftates, 
where the life, reputatian, liberty, and property of the loweft fervant 
are equally facred with thofe of his mafler: where all obftacles of a. 
political nature are removed, and every barrier open that may lead 
to a preferable fituation.’— 

¢ The abufes which may be afcribed to adventitious honour, are, 
perhaps, moft effectually obviated or checked, where the diftin@ions 
of fociety are placed on a liberal fcale, correfponding to that variety of 
eminence which flourifhes under the moft improved political economy. 
All have the rank of freemen, without being precluded from any 
éther to which either their exertions or talents may entitle them. The 
Jaws interpofe no barrier between the people at large, and that clafs 
which chivalry ityled noble; nor do they afford any advantage to the 
latter, who are neceffarily diftingvifhed by thofe circumftances only, 
or chiefly, that are infeparable from the poffeflion of property, or by 
a certain cultivation, equally unconneCed with legal privilege. 

_ © In a comparative view of political inftitutions, that has a claim to 
he preferred, where the power and honours which diftinguith the 
higher ranks are a defence and ornament to the community, without 
either opprefling, degrading, or being unattainable by fuch as belong 
to the inferior orders ;, where idlenefs is difcountenanced, violence re- 
ftrained, and encouragement extended to every individual,. to exert, 
for his own and the general good, whatever talente or capacity he may 
poflefs.’ 

In an Appendix of 88 pages, Mr. B. gives a neat fummary 
account of the Diffincions of Rank, included in the Britifp Con- 
fiitution, with their different privileges and precedency.— This: 
is a well digefted abridgment of our bef writers on the fubjeat. 
We would make fome quotations from it, if we had room.— 
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On the whole, as we have read the volume with pleafure, we 
cannot help recommending it to all who wilh to have, at {mall 
coft, 2 proper idea of Heraldry, ranks, and privisges : efpecially 


of thofe which are peculiarly our own, Sed, 
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Art. XV. A Syflem of Comparative Anatomy and Phyftolozgy. Vol. 1. 
Ry Balick Harwood, M.D. F.R.s. & F.S.A. Profeffor of Anas 
tomy in the Univerfity of Cambridge. 4to. White, &c. 1796. 


‘TH publication is only one part or fafciculus, of which 
there will be five in each volume. The prefent relates 
to the olfaciory organs of animals. 

After an introduétion, in which the learned and ingenious 
author propofes, as the principal fubje& of his work, an exa- 
mination of the feveral /enfes; he proceeds, in the fecond 
Se&tion, to give a fhort account of the brain and organs of 
fenfe in the various clafles of animals: this is merely prelimi- 
nary. In Scction 3. he treats of the olfa&tory or firft pair of 
nerves. The leading circumftances refpeGting them which he 
notices are, that in man, and in quadrupeds, they begin to ramify 
witt?n the fkull, and to fend their numerous branches through 
the cribriform procefs of the ethmoid bone ; whereas, in birds and 
fithes, they pafs undivided through this bone ;—and that their 
relative magnitude is much greater in the carnivorous animals 
than in thofe which feed on vegetables. SeCtion 4. defcribes 
the human nofe, but without any peculiar illuftrations. The 
only opinion in which the writer differs from the generality of 
anatomifts is, that he conceives the ramifications of the olfac- 
tory nerves to be diftributed on that part only of the membrane 
of the nofe, which lines the internal xares properly fo called. 
For this conclufion he gives hi’ reafons. 

Section 5. defcribes the nofe and olfactory bones of the her- 
bivorous quadrupeds. One general model of thefe bones is 
faid to be obfervable throughout all this clafs, which is the 
turbinated form. In addition to this, in all thefe animals, the 
ethmoidal proceffes are found to afford a confiderable furface 
for the extenfion of the olfactory membrane. With this ge- 
neral refemblance, many diverfities of the organs are obferved 
in different fpecies, which are noted by the writer. 

The fame parts in the carnivorous quadrupeds are defcribed 
in Section 6th. In thefe, a very different form of the olfactory 
bones from the turbinated is faid to prevail, and one which 
affords a much larger furface for the expanfion of the olfactory 
nerve. This he terms the ramified, and traces in various ani- 
mals from its more to its lefs perfect ftate. Though in the 
former feGiion Dr, H. confidered the turbinated form as cha- 
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racteriftic of the herbivorous quadrupeds, yet in this he feems 
to aeknowlege a confiderable approach to turbination in the 
feline and canine orders. 

Setion 7. relates to the olfactory organs in birds. Thefe, 
whether carnivorous, granivorous, or omnivorous, have fome- 
thing analogous to the turbinated bones of herbivorous quae 
diypeds , whence no diftin@ion can be formed from that-part 
of the organ :—but a pair of nerves, analogous to the nafal 
branch of the fifth pair in the human fubjeet, is fuppofed to aét 
an important part in the carnivorous birds as aux:)taries to the 
proper olfactory ; and, farther, the cellular ftructure of the 
bones in the nafal organs of this tribe is thought to allow of a 
greater expanfion of the [enfit:ve membrane. 

Section 8. treats of the olfaétory organs in fifhes. Thee 
animals are firft diflinguifhed by the abfence of all cavities, or 
finuffes, communicating with naka noftrils. Their olfactory 
nerves are of great relative magnitude, and, after having pafle a 
from the brain, are ramified on a membrane which is expanded 
on tendinous ligaments or cartilaginous fepta; nothing like 
the olfactory bones of quadrupeds and birds being to be ‘found 
3 them. 

[n SeAion gth a fhort account is given of what the author 
obferved in the nafal organs of a turtle. Thefe appeared to 
confit of various irregular tranfverfe procefles arifing from the 
leptum narium, and from other parts of the cavity, and lined 
by a cartilage covered with a black membrane. 

Remarks on the olfactory organs of all thefe clafles of ani- 
mals occupy the remaining five SeGlions. In thefe a con- 
fiderable degree of ingenuity is difplayed, and many of the re- 
marks appear equally jut and curious. Yet we cannot be 

erfectly convinced that thedifferences of ftructure, between the 
carnivorous and herbivorous tribes, are fo clear and pofitive, as 

to juitify all .he phyhological conclufions which lr. H. would 
deduce from them. In ‘particular, we find it difficult to con- 
ceive how that exquifitenefs of fenfe, which he fuppofes to exift 
in fome «f the herbivorous quadrupeds, (the deer, for in- 
ftance,) fhould give a deteftation of all animal odours, and make 
them mott unalterably vegetable eaters ; while the much greater 
nicety of difcrimination, which he conceives the carnivorous 
to pollefs, has quite oppoiite effects. We fhould rather ima- 
gine that each animal has the acutenefs of fmell necellary for 
his mode of life beftowed on him, but that the nature of the 
imprefions which he receives from this organ is a confe- 
guence of aflociations formed by infting or experience, and not 
primary ow'ng.to any diverfity of mechanifm in the organ it- 
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Aufrere’s Tranf. of De Salis’s Travels. 53 


The remainder of this publication confifts of plates and 
their explanation. The engravings are 15 in number} exhi- 
biting different parts in the olfactory organs of various animals, 
particularly iljuftrative of the preceding defcriptions. “They 
are beautiful pieces of anatomical drawing and engraving : — 
the latter by Heath, who has executed his tafk with his well- 
known elegance and delicacy; though, in a few of them 
fomewhat more of ftrength and diltinctaefs might be de- 
fireable. 

By a loofe advertifement accompanying this work, we are in- 
formed that the Syndics of the Gdxferd pr-{fs have thought 
proper to fix the price of five fhillings for the Jetter-pref of 
each fafciculus. We fuppofe that the prefent is intended tor one 
fafciculus ; if fo, we cannot but think the price extremely high, 
as there are only 72 pages moderately filed, and not remark- 
able for paper and print. Little obligation feems due to a pub- 
lic prefs, if fuch be its terms. The whole work, comprised in 
two volumes, will amount to 50 fhillings, exclufively of the 
plates ; the price of which, to fubfcribers, will be three guineas. 
The Jatter, from the prefent {pecimens, feem by no means 
too dear. The lovers of anatomy will doubtlefs expe their 
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Art. XVI. Travels through various Provinccs of the Kingdom of 
Naples,in 1789. By Charles Uiyfles, of Salis Marfchlins. Trant- 
jated from the German, by Anthony Aufrere, Efg. !Nuftrated 
with Engravings. &vo. pp.527. 8s. Boards. Cadell jun. and 
Davies. 1795. 


VV HEN an intelligent traveller deviates from the more com- 

| mon tracts, his remarks can feldom fail of containing 
fomething interefting to the public ; and, amid the multiplicity 
of books of travels, there is no reafon for apprehending that 
thofe which rank under this head fhould become too numerous, 
The work before us is offered by the tranilator as an ufeful 
fupplement to Mr. Swinburne’s travels in the Two Sicilies : 
but, without any reference to that write:’s valuable produc- 
tions, it has original and diftinct merit enough to enable it to 
ftand on its own ground. 

‘Che tours, of which an account is here given, are, ft, from 
Naples acrofs to the Adriatic fea in the Zerra di Bari, thence 
by Yaranto to the promontory of Leuca, and back through 
Taranto, Altamura, Canofa, the Tavoglicre di Puglia, and Troja, 
to Naples :—adly, from the fame city through DSalerno to the 
ruins of Paflum, and back :—3dly, from the fame, through 
Capua, Arpino, and Avezzano, to the Late of Celana; thence to 
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Sulmogg, and through the country of AGlife, to Venafro, and 
back to Naples. Befides thefe tours made by M., de Salis him- 
felf, one is defcribed as made by the Abbé Fortts from Mol- 
fetta to Matera. In thefe feveral journies, the objects princi- 
pally noted are thofe relating to agriculture, with other 
branches of economics, and to natural hiflory, efpecially mi- 
neralogy. | 

One of the moft ftriking defcriptions in the early part of the 
volume is that of the Pulo di Molfetta, a crater-like cavity 
in a limeftone mountain, full of caverns which abound in cryf{- 
tals of native faltpetre; with which falt, alfo, the limeflone 
itfelf is ftrongly impregnated, The different ftates in which 
the faltpetre is found are accurately defcribed: but we are 
rather furprifed, as the exiftence of real nitre ina native ftate is 
ftill denied at Naples, that no chemical experiments were made 
by the author to identity the falt. 

The defcription of the country houfe of the Duke of Martina, 
and of his rural riches, particularly his fheep, and the manage- 
ment of them, forms fo pleafing and interefting an article, that 
we fhall extract a page or two from it: 


‘« The beauty of the morning gave double charms to the rural 
environs of the houfe, furrounded by extenfive pafture grounds, 
bounded on one fide by diftant hills, and on the other by the wood of 
Gioia, towards which we proceeded to the fheepfold. ‘The agreeable 
coolne{s of the morning, the pearls of dew trembling upon a thoufand 
flowers, and the melodious notes of the feathered throng, had lulled 
me into the {weeteit reverie, when I was fuddenly roufed by the found 
of horn, hautboys, a bag-pipe, and a provincial forg of drum. Ii 
was a band of fhepherds, who advancing towards us with their mufic, 
and a flag, cordially faluted us, and then preceded with their Arca- 
dian mufic. Not far from the fheepfold, we were met by the chief 
ot the fhepherds, a venerable old man, who welcomed us with a hearty 
fhake of the hand. He firlt conducted us to the dairy, where are 
made the {mall cheefes of fheep’s and goat’s milk, and thento the 
houfes or ftalls, which are a'l built of freellone, in rows, with a va- 
viety of divifions. Before them is a large fquare inclofure, divided 
into five equal parts; in the firft divifion, and in the ftalls thereto 
belonging, were the ewes big with young; in the fecond, were the 
fucking lambs ; in the third and fourth were the two years old ewes, 
and in the fifth were the lambs that had done fucking. All the theep, 
in thefe five compartments, pafled in review before us. They were 
entirely of the white breed, called Pecore Gentili, or fine woolled ; 
and the chicf fnhepherd affurea us that they amounted to 30co. The 
Duke rejects the black fort, on account of the bad quality of the 
wool, Several fhepherd’s dogs, of the true breed, with long white 
hair, accompanied and watched the flocks; and I heard much in 
praife o! their intrepidity, and other good qualities. We next vifited 
the miking-houle, which is very commediouily arranged, and con- 
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£4s of an oblong, arched room, in each cf whofe two fides are four 
apertures like door-ways, leading on either fide into an inclofed court 
At milking time the fheep are driven into one of thefe courts, and 
fucecflively paffed through one of the apertures, where a man waits 
to milk them; which being done, they are let through the oppofite 
opening into the other court, and are thus fpeedily milked. ‘There 
;5 alfo a convenient houfe for fhearing the fheep. All thefe buildings 
have been erected by the Duke, contrary to the ufual cuftom of the 
country, where the flocks remain in the open air during the whole 
year ; and except a few miferable huts by way of dairies, all the other 
bufinefs is performed in the open air. This cuftom proved very fatal 
to the proprietors of fheep during the lait fevere winter; for more 
than 40,000 fheep perifhed in the eaftern provinces of the kingdom; 
whilit the Duke, in confequence of his judicious management, lott 
not a fingle one. But I now hear that his example has been fince 
followed by feveral fheep-owners. His flocks would indeed have 
been protected againft cold and tempefluous weather, in wooden 
houfes, as well as in thefe arched freeftone buildings; but the rich. 
man who takes a pleafere in fach an ufeful occupation as hufbandry, 
may well be allowed a certain degree of magnificence, in a cafe 
where too much ceconomy would be even more prejudicial. 1 now 
learned that the fheep are managed in the following manner: to every 
ten ewes is allowed one ram; but they are only put together at the 
age of three years. The fupernumerary rams are not cut, but fold; 
it being thought more advantageous to fell them young, than to keep 
them three years without profit, and at fome hazard. ‘This may an- 
{wer in a country where fat mutton is of little value; bat the fhep- 
herds of the Alps would be of a very different opinion. All the 
Duke’s flocks are of the fpecies called Pecore Gentili, whofe wool is 
very fine and white, and was much efteemed by the ancients. This 
is the great fource of his profits; for they are fhorn twice in the year; 
once entirely in fpring, but only half in fummer; and the wool is 
fold raw. Some profit alfo arifes from the cheefes, which are excel- 
lent; but probably would neither be fo good, or keep fo long, if 
goat’s milk were not employed in preparing them. Salt is never 
given to the Duke’s fheep, and great care is taken not to drive them 
upon the paftures in the morning until the dew be off the grafs.’ 


The cultivation of the olive-tree, with the extraGtion of the 
oil, and various commercial matters relative to it, afford a va- 
Juable article of information when the writer comes to Galli- 
poli, the great mart of that commodity. It appears, however, 
that various errors and abufes, here as well as elfewhere, pre- 
vent the inhabitants from enjoying the full benefit of the bounty 
of nature. The unpleafing topic of the oppreffions and abfur- 
dities of the feudal fyftem is brought fully in view, under the 
head of the baronial rights exercifed in the Terra di Lecce; fome 
of which feem expretsly calculated to drive the poor people to 
that ftate of furious defpair, which may be reckoned the true 
caufe of thofe enormities that have, in fo many periods, dif- 
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tinguifhed the infurrections of peafants againft their lords. It 
appears, however, that the condition of the royal lordfhips is 
generally ftill worfe than that of the baronial ; the management 
of them being committed to overfeers, who have no common 
intereft with the cultivators of the foil. ‘The religious focieties, 
on the other hand, are generally good landlords, refiding on the 
fpot, and partaking of the fortune of their tenants ; and the 
author laments the deftruction of fome of the convents, (parti- 
cularly thofe of the Jefuits,) as a real and fenfible evil to the 
country. The account of the TZavogliere di Puglia, or low 
country in Apulia, to which the fhepherds of Abruzzo drive 
their flocks on the approach of winter, is a curious piece of 
rural economics. 

Of the difcuffions relative to the antient ftate of the country, 
in comparifon with the modern, fome of the moft interefting 
relate to Taranto, to Brindifi, and to the lake of Celano, an- 
tiently the Fucine Jake. Of this latter, a minute account is 
given, illufirated with a chart; and the courfe of its emiflario 
or outlet into the river Liris, executed by the emperor Clau- 
dius, and fince attempted at various periods to be reftored, is 
traced with a circumitantial accuracy which moit readers, we 
prefume, will think rather tedious. 

An entertaining article of natural hiftory is given in an ac- 
count of the lynx of Abruzzo, which we fhail copy: 


* Although Buffon and Schreber have given us very good accounts 
of the lynx, the naturalift will probably not be dilpleated at receiving 
fome information about the fpecies of lynx peculiar to the provinces 
of Abruzzo. It is frequently met with in the woods of Abruzzo U!- 
tra, where it is called Ii Gatto Pardo, and is fmalier than a fort that is 
not inirequent among ft the Grifon mountains, and which precifely re- 
fembies the fpecies given in Beffon’s Natural Hiftory—part xix— 
plate 21 - French octavo, and in Schreber’s Sucking Animals— 
part lim pl. 109 - page 408. But the lynx of Abruzzo 1s of a darker 
colour, is trom eighteen to twenty inches high, and trom twenty-four 
to twenty-feven inches in length, to the root of the tail, which is forr 
inches long. ‘The male is jarger than the female. ‘The colour is 
whitifh, with {pots like itars, ot a reddifh yellow, inclining toa yellow 
gold colour. ‘The hair is fhort and foft, the head large, and like a 
tyger’s, with longifh upright ears, terminated by a tuft of coarfe, hard, 
and upright briltles. ‘Tne eyes are large, and the teeth, claws, and 
whifkers are Jong and fharp, Had I been fortunate enovgh to pro- 
cure a dead one, ] could give a much more complete defcription ; bur, 
J] could not fucceed in my endeavours. The a€tions of this animal 
exacily refemble thofe of a cat, like which it fits, runs, {prings, eats, 
purrs, ard fleeps ; although all thefe actions are in proportion tu its 
fuperior fize. It is eafily tamed; and the Barons Tomafetti ailured 
me that it ran about the houfe like a cat, was much attached to them, 
and.was in no wife inconyenient, except from its extraordinary curio- 
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fity. Not a corner in the houle, nor a moveable therein, remained 
unvifited ; and a female joft its life by jumping down the hole in the 
privy. 1 was furprized to find that the domeitic cat had an infuper- 
able averfion to this antmal; and I was aflured that the moment a 
lynx was brought into the houfe, all the cats cilappeared, and were 
{een no more during that anunal’s abode there. ‘Phe lynx bears the 
privation of its freedom only fo long as it is allowed to wander about 
the houfe ; al! thofe which the Baron tent to the royal menagerie hav- 
ing foon died of excefs of fat, which was the caic with that [ iaw there, 
and which alfo appeared extremely melancholy. The lynx of Abruzzo 
is unqueficnadly the moft {wift, fubtle, and audacious beatt of prey in 
Italy. It only wanders about in the might, and never is feemin the 
day, unlefs when in heat, or in fearch of provifion for its young. It 
feeds upon all kinds of mice, moles, martins, ferrets, hares, badgers, 
otters, and even theep and goats 5 neither are tame and wild fowl fafe 
from its attacks. It watches for its prey, either upon the ground, 
or between the branches of a tree, and ulually feizes it at the very firt 
{pring, even though it be on full fpeed; and from its ambufcade 
amongit the branches 1 faccefsfully darts upon birds that are upon the 
wing. When is has killed fuch alarge animal asa wild boar, or a roe- 
buck, it firft fucks the blood out of the arteries, which feems to be its 
favourite food ; after which it devours the foft parts of the head, neck, 
shoulders, and iegs, together with the entrails, and leaves the remain- 
der. When it fails in procuring a live animal, it contents itfeif with 
vegetables, or gratifes itfelf with all kinds of fruit. Its favourite 
place of abode 1s amongtt thick asd extentive forefts, and in folitary 
diftrids, where it makes its retreat in hollow trees, or in holes and 
clefts in the rocks. It pairs only once a year, at the beginning of 
{pring ; and contrary to the cuitom of cats, which celebrate their 
nuptials with hideous cries, it remains perfectly filent. The female 
goes two months, and then brings forth two young ones, which are 
generally of different fexes. She fuckles them during two months; 
and the young ones require two years to grow and be fit for pairing. 
It has beea obferved here that the lynx generally attains the age of 
twenty years. Sociability appertains not to its qualities, and more 
than one couple are rarely found in a diftriét. Like all creatures 
upon earth, this alfo has its enemies, and is purfued by men, dogs, 
wolves, and large fnakes. Flightis its firft object; but when it is de- 
prived of the means of efcape, and is attacked and wounded, it de- 
fends itfelf againft every defeription of enemy, with fuch fury and 
dexterity, that it is feldom overcome but by numbers of beafts, or the 
juperiority of haman fagacity. ‘l'he lynx not only feeds occafionally 
upon the bodies of dead men, but even attacks children and devours 
them. This animal is feldom to be taken alive, except whilft very young, 
when it is frequently found playing upan the grafs near the trees, or 
ftraying about the country in queit of its mother. It is fometimes 
taken in traps, but is generally fhot. ‘The attachment fubfifling be- 
tween a couple is remarkable ; for when one lies dead upon the ground, 
and the hunters have retired toa certain diftance, the other approaches 
its comrade, looks at it, goes round it, lies down by it, goes away, 
and returns feveral times, until it appears to have loft all hopes of its 
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being only afleep. The lynx furnifhes man with a very warm and 
ufeful fkin ; and fome profit arifes from its fat and gall.’ 


The Appendix to this volume confifts of a catalogue of the 
fhells produced by the feas wafhing the kingdom of Naples, 
It is illuftrated with a few coloured figures, and with a fketch 
of the mode of fifhing up that curious fpecies of Pinna which 
affords a tuft of filk. A fhort treatife on the thread of the Zab- 
bara, or Aloe-plant, is alfo annexed. 

Such, in general, are the contents of this book of ‘Travels. 
OF the mode in which the tranflator has executed his tafk, the 
preceding extracts wil! afford an adequate fpecimen. In fome 
few places, perhaps, the language might admit of improvement: 
but on the whole it is eafy and correct, and Mr. Aufrere has 


rendered an acceptable fervice to the Englifh Public. Ai 
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Art. XVII. Letters to Willia:n Paley, M.A. Archdeacon of Car- 
lifle, on his Objections to a Reform in the Reprefentation of the 
Commons, and on his Apology for the Influence of the Crown in 
Parliament; being Stri&ures on the Effay upon the Britith Con- 
ftitution introduced in his ‘* Principles of Moral and Political 
Philofophy.”?’ Withan Appendix. 8vo. pp.156. 3s. Jobn- 
fon. 1796. 


HE anonymous author of thefe Ictters, and the learned 

Archdeacon whom he attacks, appear to ws to argue on 
principles which, though oppolite in the extreme, cannot be 
faid to be either univerfaily falfe or univerfally true. Mr, 
Paley builds his fyftem on the fuppofition that man ts fo frail 
and corrupt, that he will not, without the inducement of per- 
fonal intere{t, diicharge the duties which he owes to fociety : 
while his adverfary contends that man is fo upright, fo vir- 
tuous, and fo difinterefted, that the bare fenfe of duty is fuf- 
ficient to make him faithtully, and without any view to his 
‘own private intereft as diftinguifhed from that of the public, 
execute the truft repofed in him by the conflitution of his 
country. Each of thefe genticmen could doubtlefs produce, 
from rea] life, many inflances calculated to fupport his ref- 
peCiive hypothefis : but it is not on particular cafes, fromthe dif- 
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polition of {ome individuals, that legiflators fhould frame fyitems ~ 


of government: they fhould take mankind in the mafs; and, 
naturally confidering which was moft likely to prevail in the 
gencral conduct of individuals,—their private or their public in- 
tercit, their virtues or their vices, their reafon or their paffions,— 
they fhoulc model their political conftitutions accordingly. A 
middle fyiem might be made of the jarring principles of the let- 
ter writer andof Mr, Paley, Withcut fuppofing, with the ont, 
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that private intereft was nothing with man, or, with the other, 
that it is every thing; we might expect to find in fociety a mix- 
ture of public and felfith fpirit, and frame our code fo as to 
fortify and invigorate the former, and reftrain as much as 
poflible the latter :—but to attempt to render the former univer- 
fally prevalent, or to root out the other from the world, would 
be a tafk that could be performed only by Him who made human 
nature,—who alone can alter it, and tree it from the dominion 
of paffions, either by wholly eradicating them, or making them 
completely fubjeét to the empire of reafon. 

If required to decide between Mr. Paley and his adverfary, 
we fhould feel ourfelves difpofed to fay that the former legiflates 
for man as he is, and the latter for man as he ought to be. On 
the other hand, we mutt obferve that good laws may counteraét 
a wrong bias in the human mind: but, until it be counteract- 
ed, it is not to be expected that public fpirit will prevail in the 
ftate over private intereft. The fault of the Archdeacon is, that 
while he is fhutting the door againft parliamentary reform, not 
becaufe he thinks it bad in itfelf, but becaufe he does not be- 
lieve there is a fufficient degree of virtue in the people to induce 
them to refrain from making a bad ufe of it, he does not take 
the neceflary meafures for producing a reformation in the mo- 
rals of the people ; which would guard againft the confequences 
that he apprehends from a parliamentary reform, under the cir- 
cumftance of the prefent habits and difpofitions of the multi- 
tude. The error of the letier-writer is, that he would imme- 
diately adopt a fy{tem of political reform, which could not’ be 
attended with the bleffings naturally to be expeGed from it, 
unlefs preceded by a reform in the minds of his fellow-citizens. 
A virtuous people cannot have too much power; a vicious 
people cannot have too little. Letit, then, be the great object 
of thofe who, with honeft views, aim at alterations in the frame 
of our government, to direct their attention firft to the educa- 
tion of the fubjes; let them lay the foundation of public as 
well as private virtue deep in their hearts; let them fow the 
feeds of patriotif{m in a foil previoufly prepared to receive it: 
they may then hope to fee a race of men ftrongly imprefled 
with the idea of their being born not for themfelves alone, but 
for fociety; and, when fuch men appear, there can be no de- 
gree of power that may not be trufted to them not only with 
fafety, but with advantage to the community. ‘Till this fhall 
have taken place, however, it may be doubted whether much 
real benefit could flow from the extenfion of the eletive fran- 
chife, \er the limitation of the duration of parliament. It might 
v2 appealing only from one fet of corrupt men to another fet of 
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the fame defcription ; not from Philip drunk to Philip fuber, 
but from Philip drunk to-day, to Philip drunk to-morrow, 

After thefe requifite prefatory remarks, we wiil give a fhort 
{ketch of the contents of the pamphlet which produced them, 

The author appears to entertein a very Contemptible opinion 
of the talents of bis adverfary, ‘ Were l required (iays he) 
to deferibe the impreflion this gentleman’s political labours lefr 
on the mind of others from their effets on my own, certaiuly 
I fhould apply the diflich of the Poet— 

«© This is mere babble, and direct 

Againit the Canon laws of our foundation ;—’ 
Confidering the work therefore below his notice, he for a lon 
time thought a formal anfwer to it needlefs: but, finding that 
it had travelled through mine editions, that a tenth was advertifed, 
that it was appointed a ftanding book for examination in one 
of the univertities, and that it was quoted both in parliament 
and Weftmintter-hall as cf high authority, he changed his mind, 
and began to be of opinion that a work fo countenanced re- 
quired a detailed invefligation, It is not our intention to follow 
him through it, but we will give fome extracts for the purpofe 
of exhibiting fpeciusens of his mode of arguing ; and we fhall 
make obfervations on fuch of his arguments as may ftrike us as 
calling for them. 

The following extra& from the beginning of the firft letter 
will thew the author in a very favourable point of view, both as 
a literary character and a wit: 

« Effays on ** Moral Philofophy’’ come in a very queftionable fhape, 
when fubfervient to a defence of the cepravities of our Conititutien, 
Luok back, and you will find thofe to have been the brighteit orna- 
ments of the Church of England who tampered the leat with policies. | 
tJeretofore the friends of Libcriy had to contend with formidable 
enemies, intrenched in the ftrong holds of fuperitition, and many 
brave men fell before the pulpit-batteries of divine right and pajfve 
obedience were filenced At this day, we {mile to fee the fworn toes 
to the Rights of Mankind, when driven from thofe iutrenchments, 
reduced to fculk behind the tlimiey meatelers ct Morality to dilcharge 7 
their tecble artilery. 

* We have all heard innumerable encomiums on the excellency of 7 
the Enghith Conitinution of Staie. Yours, however, Mr. Paley, far, | 
very far, furpaffes every other. It 1s an hyperbole of panegyric. = 
‘The whole fcope of your reafoning is to convince us that our form of © 
Government ts contrived fo admirably, that incroachments and per- p 
verfions, combined with “ flagrant incongruilies,’? greatly contribute | 
to its prattical advantages! So the value of an antique fatue ad- | 
vances in the eves of fome fantaflic virtucfi in proportion to we 
mutilations it has futtered from the band of vioience, or the injuries | 
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¥ © Sir, 
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€ Sir, be afVared T bear due refpe& to * long effablifoed or even fer- 
tled rules’? The difference between us is this—1 ¢eclare for antient 
principles—You are tenacious of old forms; becaufe | admire the 
heory of the Coniticution, and you approve the prattice.—I! venerate 
the age of Parliament, but would transfufe into its debilitated frame 
a freth portion of the bloom and vigour of youth. You dote on {u- 
perannuated imbeci.ity, and are enamoured with grey hairs and 
wrinkles which vou fondly fancy it would disfigure the beauty of the 
Conttitution to remove.—I mean not to deny that every well-wihher 
to Parliamentary melioration has to regret the departure fron many 
good old ‘rules,’ and the fubftitution of their reverfe. For inftance, 
it was the wholefome ufage of former times, to recur to what T have 
mentioned alreadv, for the Delegates to be paid by thofe who fent them 
@ pecuniary remuneration for their labours in Parliament. This 
«« yyle”? has been turned quite round. Without locking out of your 
work we find it has grown up into an avowed practice for numbers 
« t9 purchafe their Scats,’? and Wages, at leait from their Conth- 
tuents, fince the davs of Marve t, have been received by none of the 
Members. — Of old this was the anfwer of the Commons ‘* when any 
new device is moved on the King’s behalf in Parliament, that they 
dare not agree without conference with their Countries.”? This 
anfwer has funk into difufe—fo long funk into difufe that many Mem- 
bers {purn at the idea of obedience to [nitructions.—In derogation of 
popular rights. we continue to fummon foxwr Burgefies from a decayed 
hamlet, like East Looe and West Loor, while we fuffer Towns 
rifen to the repute of MancuesTer and SHerrietp to be deftitute 
of a voice in Pariiament.’ 


Till of late, the houfe of commons has been confidered as a 
reprefentative body ; and fo ftrongly had the idea been imprefled 
on the public mind, that fome of our ableft fpeakers and writers 
on the conftitution have defcribed taxation and reprefentation 
as infeparable: fo that the former would, in their eyes, be a 
robbery, if not coupled with the latter. During the American 
war, the principle was admitted even by the moft determined 
oppofers of the American claims ; and they fheliered themfelves 
from the imputation of inconfiftency, by a nice diltin@ion : 
they admitted that the colonies were not actually reprefented, 
but they infifted that they were virtually reprefented. In either 
cafe, it was evident that they ftcod up for reprefentation as a 
vital principle of the Englith conftitution. Since the com- 
mencement of the French revolution, however, this principle 
has not only been doubted, but by fome writers of great abi- 
lites abfolutely and pofitively rejeled; and they have gone fo far 
as to declare that reprefentation is not, and never was, the 
principle of the Englifh government. We wifh that this au- 
thor had met them fairly at the ourfet, and not difdained to 
difcufs with them a queftion which he and fo many others con- 
lider as already too well fettled ever to be brought into difeuf 
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fion. For, it being once eftablifhed that reprefentation is the 
only foundation on which the right of taxation can be main- 
tained in this country, it would be unneceflary to fay one word 
about the rotten boroughs ; their fate would be decided by the 
former determination. It is indeed the bafis of his whole 
fyftem of reafoning: but then he a/fumes inftead of proving the 
principle. This mode of proceeding would have been proper 
if the principle had never been denied, but the cafe is different 
when it is contefted. Our author indeed afferts the principle 
incidentally in a note, and quotes the authority of Bifhop Hurd 
in fupport of it: but, in our opinion, the authority makes againft 
him. It appears from it that none originally had a right to af- 
femble in the great council of the nation, at Jeaft fince the Nore 
man conqueft, but the proprietors of land who held zn capite. 

<* In procefs of time the lefler military tenants in capite (fays the 
Bifhop) multiplied exceedingly. And as many of them were poor, 
and unequal to a perfonal attendance in the court of their lord, or in 
the common council of the kingdom, where of right and duty they 
were to pay their attendance, they were willing, and it was found 
convenient, to give them leave to appear in the way of reprefentation. 
And this was the origin of what we now cali the Knights of the Shire; 
who, in thofe times, were appointed to reprefent, not all the free- 
holders of counties, but the leffer tenants of the crown only.” 


The reprefentation here defcribed by the Bifhop has no one 
feature of a right, but of an indulgence; for men, who were 
bound to perfonal attendance, were indulged with /eave to ap- 
pear by proxy. Nothing in this fupports the idea of a neceflary 
connection between taxation and reprefentation ; on the con- 
trary, the Bifhop’s authority fhews that the freeholders, who 
held not immediately of the crown, were not at all reprefented, 
buc thofe only who by their tenures were bound to attend per- 
fonally ; and who, on account of fome circumftances, obtained 
a difpenfation from the crown, and were permitted to fend 
proxies to parliament. As for the inhabitants of cities and 
boroughs, they were at that time wholly out of the queftion; 
they never thought of claiming a fhare in the reprefentation 
either as aright or a favour: but policy afterward gave it to 
them. Wou!d it not then have been better for our author to 
have combated, inftead of quoted, the authority of Bifhop Hurd? 
Was he not required to eftablifh the principle of reprefentation 
as a right inherent in the people, without the recognition of 
which it would be tyranny and ufurpation in any power what- 
ever to tax them? On this point, in fat, the whole of the 
difpute hinges. 

The letter-writer, however, taking it for granted that repre- 
fentation was the original and fundamental principle of our con- 
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Ritutiofi, fates it to be his aim to remove the abufes that have 
crept into it, by bringing it back to its primitive purity. He 
remarks that the experiment. has been already tried on a fmall 
fcale without any danger, but with much benefit; and he 
maintains, in the following well written paflage, the practicabi- 
lity and neceflity of a /peedy reform. 

¢ To fpeak from ‘‘ experinmnt,”’ the right of voting in CRicKLapg 
and in SHOREHAM has been amended in the prefent reign, by fum- 
moning the Freeholders of the circumyacent Hundreds to their poll- 
booths. Nota whifper of complaint has been heard againit this pro- 
cedure ; and it would perplex the moft acute fpeculator to make out 
that the flighteft appearance of ‘‘ danger’’ could poflibly arife from 
any well weighed method of diluting a poifon in the body-politic—A, 
virulent poifon, which already deeply corrodes its vitals, and if not 
foon corrected, will inevitably deftroy the whole. 
' € Yours 4s the blindnefs, not the fidelity of friendfhip. In truth, 
the <* dangey’’ lies onthe other &de. There ss ‘* danger,’’ great and, 
it may be, imminent ‘* danger’’ im the rulers of a Nation hearing the 
call for Reforms with averted ears. That ftebborn felfithnefs which 
relies on the {trong arm of power to bear out its hateful ufurpations, 
may indeed endanger the peace and happinefs ofacountry. If falu- 
tary truths be {corned on the one fide, extravagant projects will be in- 
dulged on the other. Inflances are not wanting to fhow to you, that 
planting defpair or difguft in the hearts of thofe who feek to ward of 
a national convulfion by feafonable and temperate Reformation, im- 
pels inconfiderate and ardent tempers to follow their obje& at what- 
ever rifque: while milder difpofitions, defponding, or fhrinking from 
the threatened fhock, leave indignant enthufiafts to urge on the ge- 
neral diffatisfa€tion, which conduct fo infenfate never fails to provolx. 
But the affections of the human mind muft be inverted before con- 
ceffion can irritate, or before a redrefs of public grievances can excite 
public difcontent.’ 


The author dwells very much on a principle flowing, as he 
thinks, from that of reprefentation, but which he alfo aflumes 
without giving himfelf the trouble of proving ; though it may 
be much more queftionable in its nature than the parent prin- 
ciple. © Inthe mercenary and pocket boroughs, (fays he,) in 
Barnftable or Midhurft, where is the controul of the conftitu- 
ents? To whom the refponfibility of their members?’ We 
know of no refponfibility attaching on members of par- 
liament for their conduct in the fenate. They are not, 
like truftees, liable to be punifhed for a breach of truft : they 
are not, like perfons acting under a power of attorney, re 
vocable at the will of the party granting it: the a&ts which 
they do without, or againft, the confent of their conftituents, 
ara not null like thofe of an agent who has gone beyond his 
powers. ‘They are in truth, for the whole term of the parliament, 
perfectly independent, and copartners with the King and the 
, Houle 
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Houfe of Lords in the exercife of fovereign power. They are 
not bound by any inftructions, they are not refponfible to any 
authority. Such of them, indeed, as may be candidates for 
feats in fucceflive parliaments muft, if they expe to be re- 
eleGted, conform in a great meafure to the wifhes of their con- 
ftituents: but that is a queflion only of policy and prudence; 
all that they are in duty bound to confult is the interefi of the 
mation at large, not the local partialities of any fet of electors. 
in his fecond letter, the writer dwel!s much on the neceffity 
of an identity of intereft between the reprefentatives and the 
reprefented. That fuch an identity ought to exift, no man wilt 
be hardy enough to deny: but a queftion may arife whether 
fome of the plans propofed by reformers (that, for inftance, 
ef univerfal fuffrage) for producing, might not as completely 
deftroy, this identity, as the prefent fyfiem could. Were every 
man to have a vote, the poor would forma great majority of the 
electors ; and, unlefs they fhou'd be fo very difinterefted as to 
ele&t none but rich members, it might happen that the Houfe of 
Commons fhould be compoled chic fly of men without property s 
and, in that cafe, where could be the identity of intere(t between 
tegiflutors who, by an Agrarian Jaw, had nothing to lofe but 
every thing to gain; and conftituents who had much to lofe 
and nothing to gain ? It is fair to remark, here, that our author 
does not appear to be an advocate for Univerfal Suffrage. His 
plan is not to extend the elective franchile to every man in 
the nation, but to every houfeholder or matter of a family; 
and to fuch a plan we cannot fee any one reafonable ob- 
jection. A man who rents a houfe, and pays taxes direétly, 
mutt furely be allowed, even by the enemies of reform, to be a 
perfon who may be trufted with greater fafety with the exercife 
of {uffrage, than a freeman of a corporation (of Brittol, for in- 
tance), who may be fo poor as to be able to rent no more than 


_the half of a bed in a garret or accellar. If the hou/ebolders of 


Wettminfter be proper perions to elect members of parliament, 
why fhould not the hou/ebelders in other parts of the kingdom. be 
confidered as pofleffing a like qualification, and be admitted to 
enjoy a fimilar right? 

Letter 3d. Here the writer attacks, with great ability and 
{ucceis, Archdeacon Paley’s opinion that influence in parliament 
is neceffary to the exiftence of the monarchy, if not of the mo- 
narch himfelf. We will give an extraé from this letter, to 
fhew how ably he treats his fubject ; : 


* Itis futile to prefs on our recolleétion for the purpofe you would 
ferve, the unhappy occurrences occafioned by the conteft between 
Crarves the firit and the Parliament. I peremptorily deny that his 
misfortunes can be juftly referred to a want of this fort of Influence, 

- “Hiftory 
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Hidory vouches to the, truth of .my affertion. Perufe tae eventful 
eriod from the compulfory abdication of James, to the elevation, of 
the Houle of Branfwic-Lusenburgh—when Parliaments.had nothing 
to dread, .and little to expect,, trom, the agentsof the executive Go- 
vernment, and when the effervefcence neceiffarily attendant oma Re- 
volution, was far from fublided—when withal numbers of the Com- 
hionwealth’s men were yet alive who mult have cherifhed a fond re- 
membrance of «the good old caufe.”? Left I fhoald trefpafs beyond 
the due botinds of epiftolary diffufion, I felect proofs only during the 
reign of WiLLiaM. fie who, devoid of ‘ail. prior claim, ‘had the 
diadem fixed on his brow, upon certain terms and conditions by the 
gift of the People —-He who had not Influence in Parliament fofie 
cient to carry through his private and perfonal meafures—He who 
was ex years in procuring a Civil-Lilt to be fettled on him for life— 
He who was compelled to revoke a grant to his Dutch favourite Ben - 
TINCK, and to fend away a Regiment of foreign Life-guards, “ the 
companions of his victories,’? whom he more than once importuned 
the Commons to fuffer him to keep about his perfon— He who’ was 
notalways foothed with Addreffes echoing back the royal Speech; ‘but 
who fometimes was mortified by fullen expoitulation, not to fay'rude 
remonftrance—He,: Sir, even Witttam, fate fecurely. ‘Fhe me- 
mory of thefe things entitles me flatly to contradic your fuppofition. 

Further ; it will be no eafy tafk for you to faften on a.ftraggling inci. 
dent of national detriment during this arduous reign artfing either from 
Tricnnial Pariiaments, or the non-exiflence of Influence. The good 

fenfe ef the Nation, affured that its Liberties, civil and religious, de- 
pended on his wearing the Crown, and were fafe in his hand, {up- 
ported him againit the exiled hereditary Sovereign, formidable both 

by foreign alliance and by numerous adherents. within this 'Ifland. © 

‘Since WitL1aM,a foreigner, and of cold and repuifive demeanour, 

againft whom the minds of multitudes were inflamed by religious per- 
fuafions, or exalperated by political prejudices, could by, anelective 
title wield his fceptre fecurely and fuccefsfully, before the Influence 
of the Crown had obtained, and while Parliaments were no more:than 
Triennial, and that without the fhadow of a perfonal claim —furely, 
Mr. Patey, you infult the beft of Kings by fending abroad an‘idea 
that Influence is mow neceffary.— For a native prince adorned with at- 
tractions of private character that might be dangerous to the national 
Freedom, were they not counter-balanced by the goodnefs: of his 
heart! What has he to fear? He fills the throne of his anceftors, and 
has {een his Court through a long reign thronged with the hereditary 
enemies of his Houfe, of a fudden transformed into clofelt friends ? — 
Let us be told no more of your hard option between a ‘* Government 
by force”? and a * Government of Influence ;’? and may we apply with 
emulation and ardour to procure a Parliament as free from “* terror,” 
as fuperior to venality.’ | 


__ We fhall take notice of only one paflage in the 4th and laf 
setter. ‘The author fays 
‘ Every whifper of ;this kind implies, neceffarily implies, one of 
thefe two things—either that Public Opimion is weary of -kingly 
Rev Serr. 1796, F Government, 
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Government, or that the Crown and the Commons’ Hovfe are nas 


tural antagonifts. Extricate yourfelf out of this unfortunate di- 
lemma.’ 


We do not think that the horns of this dilemma are very 
formidable : were the Archdeacon to affert that the Crown and 
the Commons’ Houfe are natural antagonifts, we are not fure 
that the doctrine would be unconftitutional ; for unqueftionably 
the reprefentatives of the people have other funétions befides 
thofe of pafing bills and voting fupplies; they are by their 
office Inquifitors, in duty bond to watch the executive power, 
to fee whether abufes have crept into it, to correct them if any 
fuch be found, to impeach wicked miniftess, and, by bringing 
them to punifhment, to give a leffon indire@ly to the Sovereign 
himfelf; who muft naturally ftand in awe of a body of men 
pofleffing cenforial authority, and commiffioned to keep a jea- 
Jous eye on all his public actions. It is the duty of the Houfe 
of Commons to concur with the Crown in all acts for the na- 
tional good ; and in that point of view they cannot be faid to 
be natural antagonifts :—but it is equally the duty of that 
Houfe to be conftantly on. its guard againft the encroachments 
of the royal power. As abufe, therefore, is naturally an at- 
tendant on authority; fo the aflembly, commiffioned to inquire 
into and remove abufes, may be truly faid to be the antagonift 
of the power in whofe train abufes are generally found to at- 
tend. 

It is only neceffary to add that this work exhibits ftrong fea- 
tures of found fenfe, ardent patriotifm, and great moderation. Sh 


_ == 





Anr, XVIII. Effays, Political, Economical, and Philofiphical. By 
Benjamin Count of Rumford, &c. &c. Vol. 1. 8vo. 8. 
Boards. Cadell jun. and Davies. 1796. 


TT! moft important of all arts, that of living comfortably 
and happily, has been treated by moft philofophers and 
“wiiters in too confined and abftrafed a way; for, while they 
have bent all the force of their minds to the confideration of the 
effets of government, law, religion, morals, &c. they have 
been apt to overlook thofe more minute circumftances, on 
which fo large a fhare of quotidtan happinefs depends;—thofe, we 
mean, which belong to the multifarious and widely extended 
branch of knowlege which may be termed economics. Hence, 
the improvements of life under this head have been much lefs 
than might have been expected from the long experience of 
mankind ; and fome of the moft important concerns have beep 
left to the empirical management of perfons who are incapable 
of any enlarged and fyftematic views. The greateft acknow- 
| legement?. 
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legements are, therefore, due to a man of real fcience and lite- 
tary talents, who fhall have applied his fuperior powers and 
advantages to the benefit of the world in this humbler walk ; 
and, by an union of accurate obfervation and experiment with 
found reafoning, fhall have cleared away difficulties and fug- 
gefted improvements, which were beyond the reach of either 
of thefe fingly. Later times have not been entirely deftitute of 
fuch perfons; and the name of Franklin has, perhaps, ace 
quired as much honour from his many ufeful fuggeftions in 
common life, as from his fublime difcoveries in phyfics: but 
of all who have turned their fpeculations to objects of utility, 
the writer now before us perhaps merits the moft confpicuous 
place, whether we confider the variety and the relative value of 
his inquiries, or the benevolent induftry and the fcientific abi~ 
lity with which they have been conducted, and the fuccefS 
which has attended them, Already known as an ingenious 
philofopher and experimenter under his former defignation of 
Sir Benjamin Thompfon, he has now undertaken to enlighten 
the public with refpect to various matters of police, and civil 
and domeftic economy, in which many years of his life have 
been actively fpent ; and the prefent volume is compofed of 
five ellays, which have appeared feparately. As the atténtion 
juftly given to them at the time of publication has probably 
made moft of our readers already acquainted with their prin- 
cipal contents, and as we hope that they will daily gain more 
and mote circulation, we fhall ftudy brevity in the fketch that 
- mean to give of them, and in the remarks which they will 
afford. 

The Firft Effay chiefly relates to Eftablifhments for the Poor 
at Munich, wheré the Count (a native of Notth America) re- 
fided in a high military ftation in the fervice of the Elector Pa- 
Jatine, Duke of Bavaria, from whom he has received his titular 
honours. A fhort but very pleafing account of the improve- 
thent of the charaéter and condition of the foldiery in Bavaria, 
elpecially by the eftabliflament of military gardens, is the firft 
article ; which is well worthy of the attention of thofe who fe- 
rioufly defire to leffen the inconveniences arifing from that now 
neceflary public evil, a ftanding army. ‘The principal fubje& 
of the eflay, however, is the fuppreffion of mendicity in Mu- 
nich ; where it had arifer to an intolerable height, equally 
hurtful to the morals of the poor, and oppreffive to the inha- 
bitants at large, All the numerous beggars of this city were 
apprehended in one day, and fent to a workhoufe previoufly 
fitted for their reception ; in which, different kinds of work, 
according totheir conditions and ages, were provided for them 
in feparate apartments, and good wholefome food, but not 

F 2 lodging. 
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lodging. The detail of all the circumftances: attending this 
eftablifhment, the means taken to encourage induftry and or- 
der, the particulars of food, employment, inftruction, &c. the 
mode of deftaying tne neceflary expences, and the complete 
fuccefs confequent on thefe meafures, by which mendicity was 
entirely dbolifhed, and the wretched objects, from being a 
burden and a nuilfance to the public, were sendered comfort: 
able in themfeives and valuable n ciembens of fociety,—are all 
highly deferving of attention, asd afford a convincing proof of 
what may beeftected by wifdom and benevolence combined, to- 
wards remedyi ng fome of the moft inveterate evils of civilized 
life. One obfervation of a moral and philofophical kind, which 
may be regarded as the foundation of all the means employed, 

we fhall copy, as it has our warmeft concurrence : 

‘ To make vicious and abandoned people happy, it has generally 
been fuppofed neceflary, fr, to make them virtuous. But why not 
reverfe this order? Why not make them firft Aapfy, and then vir- 
tuous? If happinefs and virtue be ix/cparabie, the end will be as 
certainly obtained by the one methau as by the other; and it is mott 
undoubted!y much eafier to contribute to the happinefs and comfort 
of perfons in,a ftate of poverty and mifery, than by admonitions and 
‘punifhments to reform their morals. Deeply ftruck with the import- 
ance of this truth, ell my meaiures were taken accordingly. Every 
thing was done that could be devifed to make the poor people I had 
‘to deal with comfortable and happy in their new fituation ; and my 
‘hopes, that a habit of enjoying the real comforts and conveniences 
which were provided for them, would in time, foften their hearts, 
open their eyes, an d render them grateful and dociic, were not dif- 
appointed,’ 

The Second Efiay treats on the fundamental principles, on 
which general Eftablifhments for the relief of the Poor may.be 
‘formed in al] countries. ‘The leading ideas of this part are 
‘general conclufions from the facts in the former. They begin 
by obfervations on the infufficiency of all-laws that can ‘be 
framed for the effeual relicf of thofe who are reduced to po- 
verty, and on the abfolute neceflity of the voluntary afiftance 
-of the humane ; to whofe zealous and unremitting attention 


XY 


in the fuperintendence of all plans their Jafting fuccefs mutt | 


ever be owing. ‘The Count then proceeds to a variety of g¢- 
wneral rules, concerning the maaner of forming and.carrying on 
-public eftablifhments “for the poor 3 which difplay great good 
-fenfe.and knowlege of mankiud, with an amiable fpirit of bé- 
‘nevolence. . Some of the ideas, ‘however, run into repetition 
and prolixity. He defcends into particulars principally on the 


‘capital point of fceding the poor, to which purpofe he jays down | 


propofals for the eftablifhment of public kitchens, where not only 


>the. lowelt clafs of all, butsothers of inferior ranks, might 
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be fupplied with different kinds of wholefome food at ftated 
rates. 

The Third Effay treats exprefsly on the fubject of Food and: 
feeding the Poor. It begins with fome remarks on the prin’ 
ciples of nutrition, and the importance of the art of cookery 
in rendering fubftances more nourifhing. ‘The benefit arif- 
ing from the mixture of a large proportion of water with folid 
food, and from long coion, is the leading topic of this part, 
The fecond chapter relates to the pleafure of eating, and the 
means for increafing it; and we think that the author deferves 
creat praife for thus openly fubftituting the true philofophy of 
augmenting human happinefs, for the artificial and hypocritical 
philofophy of affeGted contempt for fenfual enjoyments ; efpe- 
cially when the object is to increafe the pleafures of that clafs 
which certainly has not any to fpare. She means here fug- 
eefted are very cheap and innocent—chiefly confifting in the 
addition of fome hard fubftance, as ftale or fried bread, to li- 
quid foups, in order to render maftication neceflary; thus 
keeping the food longer in its paflage through the palate. ‘Ihere- 
mainder of this number is occupied by details of the compofition 
and preparation of different cheap and palatable difhes, with 
accurate calculations of price, &c. which cannot fail of being 
extremely ufeful in eftablifhing dietaries for public inftitutions, 
efpecially in times of fcarcity. It would be abfurd to find faule 
with the minutenefs of defcription and attention to {mall -cir- 
cumftances, obferved in thefe details, fince on thefe their prac 
tical merit chiefly depends. The bills of fare of the Bavarian 
foldiery are efpecially valuable, and might fuggeft very ufeful 
improvements in the houfekeeping of our military, as well as 
in that of other perfons who eat in me/ffes. 

_Effay 1V. treats of Chimney Fire-places, particularly with a 
view to the faving of fuel, and the prevention of fmoke. One 
of the philofophical principles, on which this difcuffion is 
founded, is a diftin€tion in the form under which heat generated 
by combuftion exifts. This the Count aflerts to have at leaft 
two perfectly diftin& modifications: viz. that of heat combined 
with the fmoke and vapour flying off from the fuel ; and that 
of heat uncombined, or at leaft combined only with light, which 
he calls radiant heat. It is on the converfion of the greateft 
part of the former into the latter that he depends tor the 


improvements which he fuggefts. Practically, his contrivances 


chiefly confift in narrowing the throat of the chimney, and in 
conftructing the fides of the. fire-place in fuch a manner as to 
throw forwards, by refletion, as many as poffible of the rays 
of heat and light :— but the detail of thefe expedients cannot be 
underftood without the accompanying plates. We fhall only 
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add that their efficacy has been proved in the alterations that 
bave been made, under the Count’s direction, in the fire-places 
of many houfes of perfons of diftinétion in and near London. 

The Fifth of thefe Effays confifts partly of accounts of differ- 
ent inftitutions and proje€is of the author at Munich, and 
partly of an appendix of papers and experiments connedted 
with fome of the preceding topics. Thefe it is unneceflary for 
us to particularize. It is enough that we can recommend the 
whole volume as one of the moft truly ufeful publications 
which we have ever feen, and as replete with information, of 
the authenticity of which we cannot doubt, and which is highly 
important to the improvement cf fome of the moft material 
concerns in common life. “The manner of writing is uniformly 
that of a man of education and liberal fentiments. 

Another volume is promifed, on kindred fubjects of equal 
importance; which, we doubt not, will be expected with im- 


patience. A 


~~re-oorror 





Art. XIX. Odjervations on the Seats and Caufes of Difeafes: illuf- 
trated by the Diffections of the late Profeifor Morgagni of Padua. 
By James Hamilton jun. M.D. Fellow of the Royal College of 
Phyficians, Edinburgh. Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 4co. 6s. Boards. 
Robinfons. 1795. 


1 HE celebrated performance of the Italian Profeffor, which is 
the ground-work of the prefent publication, following the 
anatomical arrangement of the parts of the body, as the head, 
thorax, abdomen, &c, is certainly not well accommodated to a 
general fyftem of difeafes; fince fome of the moft important, 
the univerfal difeafes, have no appropriate place :-—but it is evi- 
dent that, in propofing to himfelf the illuftration of the feats and 
caufes of difeafes as inveftigated by anatomy, Morgagni only 
defigned to confider thofe which would probably leave fome de- 
cifive marks of their prefence and operation in certain parts of 
the body. Being neceffitated, then, to adopt fome arrange- 
ment, he followed that which beft fuited his particular views, 
in order, however, to render his work as extenfively ufeful as 
pofible, to the practical phyfician as well as to the pathologift 
and anatomift, he added very copjous indexes of all the fymp- 
toms and circumitances of difeafe noticed in his cafes; by 
means of which, the confulting reader might purfue that train 
of inquiry which belonged to his prefent occafion ; and thus, 
in our opinion, he made his work perfed? as far as it went, and 
independent of changes in the fyftematic part of medicine. 

Dr. H., however, thinks that the mafs of fact collefed by 
Morgagni may be prefented in a more ufeful manner for medi- 
¢al purpofes, by diflributing ic under heads properly — 
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eal; and he has accordingly executed the firft vqlume of his 
plan, containing the two chapters of Feversand Inflammations, 
with their feveral feGtions. His method is, to prefix to the 
cafes arranged under each difeafe an account of its general 
fymptoms, and to fubjoin obfervations on the cafes themfelves, 
and on the morbid caufes to which the difeafe is ufually attri- 
buted. He has performed his tafk with confiderable ability, 
and has made ufe of the beft authorities in compiling his medi- 
cal hiftories : but, in many inftances, the want of coincidence 
of views between the editor and the origina] author cannot but 
be fenfibly remarked. Thus, the whole clafs of fevers is de- 
duced merely by a fort of inference from the cafes of Mor- 
gagni, who often only incidentally mentions the exiftence 
of fever, and is evidently in fearch of local affections, to ac- 
count for particular fymptoms, or to enlarge the knowlege 
of morbid anatomy. For example, the fourth cafe, in this voe 
lume, which relates in two or three lines the death of an old 
woman caufed by an acute fever, has a long difle€tion annexed, 
referring to appearances in the kidney and uterus, nowife con- 
ne-ied with the fever. The 10th cafe of inflammatory fever, 
according to Dr. H., is chiefly diftinguifhed in the difle@ion 
by morbid appearances in the ftomach, probably owing to for- 
mer circumitances of life. The 6th cafe, of nervous fever, is 
adduced by Morgagni as exhibiting uncommon appearances in 
the lungs, apparently connected with preceding dy{pnza. 

We have no doubt of the utility of fuch a work as Dr. H. 
has projected: but we fee no reafon why, in illuftrating di- 
feafes by difle@tions, he fhould have confined himfelf to Mor- 
gagni; when, with refpect to general difeafes, he might have 
found numerous facts much more pointed to his purpofe, and 
the relators of which had juft the fame views with himfelf. Ir 
is but juftice, however, to add, that the objeGtions which we have 
made apply in a much lefs degree to the remaining clafles of dif- 
eale; and, if Dr. H. proceeds in his plan, we have no fear that he 
will not compofe a valuable work, though its utility will be 
of a different kind from that of the original, and, as we think, 
not on the whole fuperior. Ai 





Art, XX. Sermons by the late Right Rev. John Hinchcliffe, D. DP. 
Lord Bifbop of pt ro. ah 202. pings Sn 
Faulder. 1796. , 

soem publications as are judicioufly adapted to eftablith men 

4&7 in the rational belief and fteady pra@iice of religion are, at 

the prefent time, peculiarly feafonable. In this clafs of ufeful 

writings, we place the volume of fermons now before us. 

Though we do not find in the work any connected feries of 
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areument, which might lead us to confider it_as a courfe of 
theoldgi€al inftruion, we obferve, through the whole, that one 
Teading deftgn is kept’ in view, viz. that of confirming the 
heaters in the ‘Chrifian faith, and reproving the prevalent i in- 
difference to religious principles and practice. 

OF thefe fermons, thirteen in number, feveral are immedi- | 
ately calculated to counteract the impreflion which has, of late | 
years, been made on the minds of multitudes'in favour ‘of fcep- 
ticifm and infidelity. Without advancing any arguments 
which will be thought new by thofe who'are well aéquainted 
with the fubject, the right reverend preacher has prefented before 
his hearers fuch views of the leading heads of evidence in fup- 
port of Chriftianity, as were mott likely to imprefs a popular 
audience. 

In the fir/ difcourfe, are flrongly reprefented the prefumption 
and folly of rejecting at’once the gofpel of Chrift, with impious 
contempt, or with an affectation of philofophical indifterence, 
becaufe we do ‘not fee, or are unable to account for, the hidden 
purpofes of God; and a brief fketch is given of the plan of Di- 
vine Providence, which has been gradually unfolding from the 
Creation to the prefent day.— The fourth fermon’ clearly ftates 
the principal evidence for the divine authority of the Chriftian 
religion from the refurrection of Chrift : the reality of which is 
inferred from the argument, that the apoftles were neither pre- 
judiced by affeftion, nor hurried away by credulity, to hazard 
their lives in ‘attefting this fact to others, ‘fince it appears from 
the narrative that they did not themfelves admit it without great 
dificulty and reluctance. In farther confirmation of the 
Chriftian ' faith, ‘the connexion between the Mofaic and 
Chriftian'difpenfations is, in the fife difcourfe,  diftinetly 
potnted out; and the manner in which Chrift fulfilled and 
abolifhed the ceremonial, and in which he carried to perfec- 
tion the moral, law, is explained.—The nature of faith in 
Chrift is the fubjee of the fixth fermon, in which it is fhewn to 
confift in'fuch an acknowlegment of Chrift as produces ah 
Obedience. “The important evidence for the truth of Chriff- 
anity from miracles is well fupported in the feventh fermon: in 
‘which it is remarked that the mere infrequency, or improba* 
bility, of a fa&, ought not to preclude all inquiry concerning 
its truth; nor to be received as decifive againtt the evidence of 
fenfe or teftimony: that the Chriftian miracles were directed 
to moft important ends, were an exprefs annunciation of’ the 
divine miffion of Chrift, and were attefted by witnefles, who 
could net be deceived themfelves, and could have no intereft in 
impofing on others ;. that the effect of our Saviour’s miniftry is 
not to be explained "but on the a of a divine oermers 
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and that the fate of the Jewith people is a miracle fill before 


oureves.— The ninth fermon’ exhibits the Chriftian ‘religion 
Under the pleafing character ofthe gofpel of peace, and illuf- 
trates the tendency of its doétrine to promote the happinefs of 
fociety.—In the twelfth fermon, is refuted the objection againft 
revelation from the partiality which is in fcripture apparently 
fhewni to the Jewifh nation. ; 
The reft of thefe fermons are of a more pratical kind: thé 
fubje€ts are, the benefit of meditation ; the fhortnefs and un- 
certainty of life; the moral infirmity of man; fpiritual pride ; 
religious wifdom; and the unreafonablenefs of religious defpond- 
ency. The general tendency of thefe difcourfes is to excite an 
attention to religious principles, as the beft fupport under the 
infirmities of human nature, and the only effectual fecurity 
againft the infection of vicious example. ahh 
The difcourfes are throughout written with correctnefs and 
fimplicity ; and they are happily calculated to fupport religious 
belief, and'to promote virtuous manners. x 





Art. XXI.. Letters, Political, Military, and Commercial, on the pre- 
Jent State and Government of the Province of Oude and its Dependencies, 
addreffed to Sir Johm Shore, Baronet, Governor General of the 
Britith Poffeffions in India. gto. zs. Debrett. 1796. ' 


TH political importance of the fingularly fituated province 

of Oude, to the fecurity of the territorial pofleffions of 
Great Britain in Afia, will always difpofe us to receive with 
gratitude every publication, which is calculated to convey ufe- 
ful information on the actual ftate of that country, or to fuggeft 
rational hints for its"improvement. Were that confideration, 
however, lefs cogent than we conceive it to be, it would re- 
quire a greater degree of apathy than we profefs to feel, to view 
with indifference the condition of a country once rich, learned, 
and powerful, but now, according to the authoi of thefe letters, 
labouring under evils of the moft alarming magnitude, | 


‘ Emigrations are frequent: cultivation has been on the decline 
for many years, and at the prefent time, the Company’s troops fta- 
tioned in his (the Vizier’s) country, are fubfilted by the fuppliés 
which they draw from the Mirfapore and Benares diftrits. Property 
is infecure. Murders and robberies are daily committed, and pafs 
tnpunifhed, and even unnoticed. Ultimately, (in thort,) there is 
neither police nor efficient government in this country.’ 

‘Thefe letters are the produtions of a lieutenant in the Bene 
gal cavalry, and are ftated, in an advertifement prefixed to the 
work, ‘to have commanded the applaufe of every man in India.’ 
We are inclined to imagine that the perfons, by whofe advice 
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and agency the commercial treaty with the Vizier was cons 
cluded, muft be admitted as exceptions; fince that treaty & 
uniformly reprefented to be as hoftile to the interefts of that 
Prince in its matter, as the manner of its adjuftment was 
derogatory to his dignity. 

Before we proceed to ftate the caufes affigned by this officer, 
of the alarming evils now prevalent in that unhappy country, 
we canngt avoul remarking the fingular aufpices under which 
this publication is ufhered to the world, viz. * the approbation 
of Mr. Dundas.’ After the Houfe of Commons and the Court 
of Directors had fo repeatedly and forcibly levelled their ana- 
themas againft the farther increafe of an already too widely ex- 
tendedempire; we little expected to find a work, which has fer 
its wees object the aflumption of the government of Oude, 
honoured with fych patronage, Still lefs are we able to recon- 
cile it with the inyedtives fo liberally beftowed on the commer- 
cial treaty, which conftitutes fo prominent a feature in the gor 
vernment of the noble Marquis Cornwallis. The Company, 
by their condué to the Vizier, fays the prefent writer, ‘ ap- 
pear rather in the light of an infidious enemy, fyftematically de- 
vifing means for his deftrudtion, than as friends and protect- 
ors.” The Prefident of the Board of Controul cannot mif- 
take the motives which influence their policy ; and, if his heart 
difavows this Machiavelian fyftem, as we truft and believe, 
whence originates his approbation of this work ? 

This pamphlet confilts of five letters: in the firfe of which 
the writer delineates a moft diftrefing portrait of the ftate of the 
countries which are fubject to the Vizier. ‘1 he fource of their 
mistortunes he traces to ‘the enormous fums in fpecie which the 
Company have drawn from him ; and to the duties which they 
Jevy on the few articles which his country produces for.exe 
portation, added to the fundamental defeés in the government.’ 
Theie defe&ts he derives chiefly from the perfonal charaéter 
of the prince, whofe weaknefs, ignorance, and voluptuoufnefs 
render him inattentive to every thing but the means of gratify~ 
ing the moit odious vices. The confequences are a total ne- 
giz&t of the adminittratien cf juftice, and a fyftem of rapine 
pervading every department of his feeble but oppreffive govern 
memt Convinced as we are that the author’s ftatement is 
little (if at all) exaggerated, we fhall take leave of the firft 
letter; only remarking an incidental miftake into which he 
has fallen, in fuppofing the Mucurrery fyftem to be eftablifhed 
in the Company’s provinces. That fyitem, the offspring of 
Mr. Law, was at his recommendation introduced by way of 
experiment, in a few pergunnahs of Bahar proper: but its 


princip’e was genher adopted mor approved by the Bengal gaa. 
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yernment, in the general fettlement foon afterward cone 
ed. 

odd it not be eafy and advifable to fubftitute Englith 

words for the origina] terms preferved in thefe letters ? If the 

word detachments be lefs fonoroys than Muttayena, it furely 

has the advantage of being much more intelligible. 

The fecond letter points out the mifchiefs refulting from the 
money fubtracied from the circulation of this province, and 
tranfmitted to the Prefidency, We readily admit the fatal 
effets of this operation, in a country deftitute of commerce : 
but we have reafon to believe, notwith{tanding the pernicious 


confequences attributed (in the 3d letter) to the commercial 


treaty, that the trade of Oude has obtained a very confiderable 
increafe, fince the period of its adjuftment:—an increafe which 


we do not indeed afcribe to the treaty, but to the rifing demand. 


for the productions of that country. The fplendor and opu- 
lence of this province, previoufly to its connexion with the Eng- 
lifh, we frequently find contrafted with its prefent ftate of de- 
cline. The comparifon is at once juft, ftriking, and melancholy: 
but it will not be difputed that the tribute annually remitted to 
Delhi and Agra, when Oude was fubje& to the Mogul, greatly 
exceeded the amount of fpecie actually remitted to Calcutta. 
The fourth letter contains the author’s plan for remedying 
the evils under which this province labours ; and it amounts 
(as we have already ftated) only to this, that the Company 
thall difpoflefs their faithful ally of dominions which he is une 
qualified to govern, and fhall take the management to themfelves. 
Were we to queftion the juftice or the neceflity of this ftrong 
meafure, and to hint our opinion that the abufes here enume- 
rated might be remedied without having recourfe to it, by the 
exertion of our influence for the eftablifhment of regular courts 
of jurifprudence, and the nomination of proper perfons to pre- 
fide in them ; we fhould doubtlefs be charged with ‘a culpable 
compliance with the prejudices of an interefted party in Eng- 
land :’ yet we cannot entirely diflemble our conviGtion that. the 
introduction of European judges, colleGtors, and agents, will 
Not contribute to ameliorate the hard lot of the natives. Be- 
tween the prefent fyftem of abftaining from all interference in 
the affairs of Oude, and that of our military politician of feiz~ 


ing on the government, a medium might probably be devifed, . 


more conducive than either to the profperity of that country. 
Let not the natives be excluded from all offices of truft, power, 
or profit, to the total extinGion of genius and fcience, by anni- 
hilating all objets of ambition: but let his Highnefs’s choice be 
piretted to a proper feleGtion of officers, and to every meafure 
of a falutary tendency. ” 
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The fifth letter exhibits a concife but judicious review of 
the Vizier’s territories confidered in a military point of light’ 
as the barrier ta the Company’s provinces. ‘The perils with 
which this writer faw them environed, by the powerful neigh- 
bourhood of Mahagee Sindia, have fince vanifhed by the death 
of that formidable chief; whofe fucceffor is not faid to have in- 
herited either his talents or his ambition. 

The obfervations (which conclude this letter) on the policy 
of eftablifhing a ftrong body of cavalry for the prefent, and 
fecuring a fupply of horfes for the future, are of the laft im- 

rtance, and cannot be too ftrongly incuicated on the minds 
of thofe who dire& the opetations of the Bengal govern. 
ment. a H ; t. 
Art. XXII... The Life of Robert Grofetefle, the celebrated Bisbop of * 

Lincolz.. By Samuel Pegge, LL.D. Prebendary of Louth, in 

that Church. With an Account of the Bithop’s Works, and an 

Appendix. .4to. pp. 385. 135. fewed. Nichols. 





F  gyertsnge the lapfe of ages has not deftroyed the celebrity 
of this antient bifhop, yet the feveral attempts which have 
been made to form a hiftory of his life have failed of fuccefs, 
The fchemes and labours of learned men for this purpofe,: 
though in a great meafure frutlefs, prove the high opinion 
which was entertained of him, and imprefs us, fays Dr. Pegge, 
with difidence and fear, left a fubject fo arduous fhould fuffer 
too much under our feeble hands: but, (the Dodior adds,) lee 
this be my apology: Cicero gives it asa refined double enten- 
dte, that when Scipio Africanus: Major at a banquet was put- 
titig’on his chaplet, andit broke feveral tines in. ftretching, as 
Weing too little, P. Licinius Varus obferved to him * * noli mi- 
fari fi-non conveniat, caput enim magnum éff.”” . 

‘} he’ above quotation may be regarded 2s happy im reference 
to thé mame affigned to the Bifhop; of which we-hnd inthe Ap- 
pendix, p. 295, 96, upwards of twenty varieties, ali fignitying 
Great- head, an appellation given to him at /’aris or Oxford, or 
both,.and intended to intimate at once his natural ability and 
his samprovements : for at the time of his birth family names 
were notevery common, efpecially among the lower people; 
and it appears that his parentage was rather obfcure and mean. [ 
kt is conjeftured that he was born at Stradbrook (Suffolk ) about 
the year 175." Little can now be colleGed concerning the 
eather part‘of his life; but it appears that he applied hiafelf 
with‘diligence to fuch kinds of learning as were regarded in 
that dark and fuperftitious period ; and his proficiency was fo 
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very confiderable, that he was charged with magic: fer in 
thofe days of ignorance, if any one foared above the reft in his 
inquiries and difcoveries, the conclufion would probably be 
that he ‘was a necromancer, of, in other words, dealt with the 
devil. He read le&tures ‘at Oxford, and occupied feveral fta~ 
tions in the church till the yetr 1225, when he fucceeded his 
atron and particular friend, Hugh de Welles, in the epifco- 
pal chair of Lincoln. This was a very diftinguifhed pott, and 
Robert appears to have conducted himfelf in it with an atten- 
tive regard both to the clergy and other inhabitants of that 
large diocele, as alfu to the general interefts of what was then 
confidered as learning and religion. Of his viltations; or at 
leaft the firft which he made, fome judgment is to be formed 
‘from the Ui? of inquiries, and alfo the conffitutions or flatutes, 
prepared for the occafion; the firft of which, as Ur. Pegge 
apprehends, was intended for and fent to the churchwafdens 
of each parifh, the other for the clergy: but thefe Latin ar- 
ticles could furely prove of no ufe to the churchwardens ; how- 
ever it might be with the clergy, who were themfelves mifer- 
ably ignorant, as fome of thefe conftitutions plainly imply : — 
but we conclude that they received Englifh tranflations.— 
The celibacy of the clergy, which does not feem to have been 
at that time fully accomplifhed in the Englifh chureh, is main- 
tained with rigour: this probably might be one among other 
inftructions of which they complained as fevere, and on ac« 
count of which they called his vifitation mew and unprece- 
dented: but the Bifhop’s anfwer was,—‘* Every. new thing 
which -inftrucéts, improves, and perfects a man, is a Rew 
‘bleffing.”’ 

The view which we can form, from thefe memorials of 
Grofletefte’s condué&t and character, is very incomplete; we 
infer, however, that he was an active, diligent, man, and oc- 
cupied at different times by engagements and contelts which 
‘might be deemed of a rather fecular kind, or comport more di- 
reCtly with a political eftablifonent than with the humility and 
fimplicity of a Chriftian bifhop. If we may judge from his 
conititutions, he was very attentive to the clergy, promoting 
and endowing vicarages, urging refidence in their refpective 


parifhes, recommending propricty and decency of behaviour, 


and (which may feem fomewhat extraordinary,) a diligent per- 
ufal of the Scriptures’; an exhortation with which few of the 
clergy were qualified tocomply; and if they did, it was likely 
to produce a difagreement and oppofition to practices and no- 
tions which were at that time prevalent. His numerous works, 


‘or writings, of which we here -find a catalogue,-bear witnefs 


‘to his-knowlege and induftry, ‘They are arranged under the 
articles, 
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articles, Theologica, edita et inediia; Philofophica, ditto; Mitcets 
Janea, ditto; to which are added, French and Engliffi; together 
with tranflations from the Greek. —We can pronounce with 
certainty very little ourfelves concerning thefe productions of 
the Bifhop’s pen, as we are not fufficiently acquainted with 
them. That the conciones ad clerum fhould be in the Latin 
language we do not much wonder, though we are perfuaded 
that in fuch times they muft have been almoft unintelligible 
and ufelefs to the greater part of thofe to whom they were ad. 
drefled: but we aré rather furprifed that other fermons, in- 
tended for people in general, fhould not have beén writ- 
ten in Englifh. We do indeed find undet the article Englifh, 
* Sermones © traéfatus plures:’ but we are informed that § it 
may be doubted whether the original works be his, or tranfla- 
tions made by other and later hands.’—~His capital performance 
is entitled, ‘ De Ceffatione Legalium,’ compofed (as Dr. Pegge 
with fome reafon imagines) about the year 1231, at which 
period attempts feem to have been made for the converfion of 
the Jews ; ‘ it is evidently written againft that people, though 
he names them not; the arguments in favour of the perma- 
nency of the (ceremonial) law are ftated in the faireft and 
moft candid manner, and the replies delivered with the utmoft 
temper and moderation ;’ infomuch as to be, our author thinks; 
“a model worthy of the imitation of modern difputants.’—T he 
moft memorable of thefe theological tra€is is, in our opinion, 
© Sermo coram Innocentio IV. Papa, in Concilio Lugdunenfi habitus 
anno 1250, de Copruptelis Reclefie.’ This fermon was not 
preached by the Bifhop at that time, but he had three copies; 
one of which he is faid to have given to the Pope, the others to 
two of the Cardinals; and we are informed that by one of 
them it was read in the prefence of his Holinefs. It attributes, 
in a great meafure, the corruptions which prevailed in the 
church, to the iniquitous meafures and ufurpations of the Ro- 
mifh See. He furvived this remarkable exertion only about 
two or three years; and though the Bifhop’s eyes began now 
to be a little opened, this was very imperfedtly effeGled: for 
we find him in this interval (p. 183.) infifling that the prieft< 
hood is fuperior to the civil magittrate ; ‘ and fn fine (fays our 
author) he foars fo high in his ideas concerning the privileges 
and prerogatives of the clerical order, that he even leaves Arch- 
bifbop Becket far behind him.’——This increafe, if there were 
any, of ecclefiaftical bigotry, he is fuppofed to have imbibed 
from the Teffament of the twelve Patriarchs, a Greek manu- 
feript, which at fome confiderable expence he is faid to have 


procured from Athens: a grols piece of forgery, yet of very 


antient date, and fo important in the view of our credulous 
Bifhop, 
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Bithop *, that with the affiftance of Nicolas the Greek, a 
monk of St. Alban’s abbey, he tranflated it; as they did alfo 
two other manufcripts: but our author exprefles his furprife, 
notwithftanding the ignorance of the times, that Grofletefte 
fhould be deceived as he was in this and other inftances, 
(p. 350.) and indeed concludes that his acquaintance with 
the Greek authors (p. 346.) could not be very extenfive. 

Archbifhop Williams had once an intention of printing the 
works of Groffetefte in three volumes folio, and others fince 
that time have intimated their with (inconfiderate furely) 
that it had been done: Dr. Pegge, with impartiality which 
concitiates refpe&t, though well-difpofed to be favourable, de- 
clares himfelf of a contrary opinion, and adds (p. 264.)— 
‘ Bifhop Grofletefte, to fpeak generally, was but a bad divine, 
involved in all the groffeft errors and corruptions of popery=—= 
for which reafon, though candour obliges us to impute his falfe 
notions on theological points to the general blindnefs of the 
age in refpeét to fuch matters, yet the greateft part of his 
labours on divine fubjects, fermons, commentaries, differta- 
tions, &c. would prove, in my apprehenfion, of very little 
fervice in thefe far more enlightened times.’—We cannot but 
concur with the author, and indeed muft add our perfuafion 
that they could he of zo /ervice. 

The above paflage agrees well with the fair and honeft 
declaration which Dr. P. has made at the beginaing of his 
work (p.5.}: 

‘—Though, as Bifhop Groffetefte’s biographer, I thall naturally be 
difpofed to give him alk his due praifes, yet | forefee, that I cannot, in 
all cafes, approve of his condact and tranfactions ; and that in fome 
particulars | may charce to think lefs highly of him than others have 
done before me. Wherefore, | hope 1 fhall be pardoned in not 
facriicing my own notions and fentiments to a blind indifcriminate 


admiration of the prelate, efpecially as I thalg always endeavour to 
proceed with impartiality, and as I truft, with candour.’” 


We are forry to obferve that our opinion of the Bifhop is not 
heightened, but rather diminifhed, by the perufal of thefe 
ColleGions, as. the IJofor in one place modeftly terms his per- 
formance. ‘That he was a fincere, and on the whole a good 
man, we cannot doubt ;_ his ability was eminent, his learning, 
for the time, very confiderable, and his virtue, though mifguid~ 
ed was con{picuous: yet he was bigotted almoft in the extreme, 
at leaft for the greater part of his life, fo that, though he had 





* It ought, liowever, to be remarked that Mr. Whifton pleads for 


this book as genuine: but Ae could believe in any thing except the 
Athanafian creed. 
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See 4 
an inquiring mind, with induftry and refolution fufficient to 
purfue his refearches, he would not exert them on fubjects of 
religion; and though he read and commented on the Scrip- 
tures, he appears to have had a very defective notion indeed 
of the real nature and fpirit of Chriftianity. § To receive, teach, 
and obferve, the orthodox tradition of the fathers, and the de- 
eretal conftitution of the holy fee,’ (p. 50.), was with him a. 
matter of the firft coniequence; and fo far as the oath {in 
itfelf indeed unlawful) adminiftered at that time bound him te 
this, we might commend him ;.-unlefs.a conviction of truth 
anda fenfe.of duty had prevailed with him to break from its 
fhackles.. His contefts concerning what he regarded as the 
rights of the church feem to have been miltaken and ill-founded 
as to their general principle, and fometimes in particular cafes 
exerted in a manner rather arbitrary; reminding us of what is 
faid of the late king of Pruffia, -* that he would fuffer no. maa 
to tyrannize but bimfelf.’ Dr. Pegge in fome inftances freely 
gives him up, and on one occafion applies the words of the 


poet, 





5 pudet hec opprobria nobis 

Et dici potuiffe, et non potuiffe refelii.’ Ts | 

Matthew Paris is known to be very fevere in his animadvers 
fions on Grofletefte, fo as to term him, malleus et immanisperfe- 
eutor and again, quietis nefcius, multis adverfans, quam plurimis 
et adver fantibus, Ifmaeli confimilis ; in which ftrong. expreflions 
he has a particular reference to the Bifhop’s difputes with the 
Dean. and Chapter of Lincoln, and alfo to that diflike which 
he had to the monks, of which number Matthew. was one, 
and in whofe favour he was ftrongly prejudiced. Yet cffended 
as he is with the prelate, he is ftill ac times almoft lavifh in his 
praife, and even adds by way of apology for his errors—confi- 
denter tamen affero, Quod Deo placueruut ipfius virtutes, quamvis 
exceffus difplicuerunt. , 
« The king of France (obferves our author, p. 159,) was bleffed, 
if you will believe it, with a poffeffion of a moiety of Chrift’s crofs, in- 
troduced into his kingdom with all imaginable pomp and veneration 
and that the king of England might not be behind with him, or poorer 
in religion than his great neighbour, he acquired fome of our Saviour’s 
dlood. The matter of the temple and hofpital at Jerufalem fent this 
blood in a beautiful chryflal _phial, with an ample atteitation; and 
indeed it required that, under the feals of the patriarch, the arch- 
bifhops_and bifhops, the prelates and grandees of the Holy Land.” 
This-relique was. received and celebrated with. great fo- 
Jemnity,: in which Grofletefte was. particularly diftinguifhed : 
Matthew Paris, who was alfo prefent, relates the {peech which 


‘our fuperftitious Bifhop pronounced on the occafion, Concerning 
3 this 
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this Dr. Pegge, with much propriety and candour, reflects as 
follows:—* What pitiable weaknefs ina great man! One 
may pafs the monkifh credulity of Matthew Paris, but the 
fupinenefs and facility of the mf? learned Grofletefte is truly a 
very humiliating circumftance unto all !’ 

It is indeed evident that this prelate was fometimes as abject 
and fervile, as at others haughty and refolute. His piety, though 
often ignorant and fuperftitious, was fincere; not merely of 
that kind, as has been too frequently the cafe, which feparates 
itfelf from virtue, or is confiftent with a vicious life; and 
fo far it merits the encomiums which it has received. At- 
tached as he was to the traditions and decretals of the church, 
he beheld with grief and fometimes with indignation the 
infamous traffick, particularly as to benefices, maintained 
by the See of Rome: but it was not till in his later days 
that he could think of loofening his connexion with that See, 
or rather with Innocent, who then filled that chair. After 
the free remonftrance contained in the fermon, which has been 
mentioned above, in the laft year of his life, he refifted 
fteadily a demand of the Pope, though moft peremptory, and ace 
companied with heavy threatenings in cafe of non-compliance,— 
almoft retorting, it is faid, excommunication for excommunication. 
This letter is ftill extant; and a tranflation of it may be feen 
in Fox’s Martyrology, and in Rapin’s Hiftory of England *. 
The Pope, incenfed almoft to madnefs, exclaimed, ‘* Who is 
this old dotard ( furdus et abfurdus) deaf and abfurd?’’ his 
cardinals fomewhat appealed his wrath, but he excommunicated 
the Bifhop; who neverthelefs continued his official duties, and, 
appealing from the fentence to the. tribunal of Chrift, troubled 
himfelf but little about it. In the latter end of this year, 
1253, which proved his laft, we find him confined by illnefs 
to the palace of Buckden. Matthew Paris has related fome 
converfations which he had in this interval with his chaplains. 
They refpeét chiefly Pope Znnocent and his villainous proceed- 
ings. In one of thefe dialogues, he afks, ¢ what is herefy 2” 
which he immediately explains according to his idea:— 
* Harefis eft fententia humano fenfu elea, Scripture Sacre con- 
traria, palam edoéta, pertinasiter defenfa: harefis Grace, eleCtio 
Latine.’ This definition be applies to Innocent, and concludes 
him to be a Heretic: for thefe difcourfes are not fo much, if 
at all, direéted againft popery and the prevailing tenets of the 
church at that time, as againft the popes, whofe office and 
authority he acknowleged and honoured, though he was 
fcandalized by their perfonal behaviour. -Had he lived longer, 
aie: Vol co oe — ee 
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pofibly his reafoning might have acquired a much wider fcope, 
In the midft of reflections of this nature, he expired on the 
ninth of October. 

Our author produces feveral teftimonies honourable to this 
prelate ; that of M. Paris carries weight, becaufe he was on 
fome accounts unfavourable to the Bifhop, and that of Roger 
Bacon much more, fince he was without doubt fuperior to 
either of the former. ‘The Doctor himfelf draws from differ- 
ent memoirs a pleafing character; which, though high, we 
fuppofe on the whole to be juft, when allowances are made 
for the blindnefs of the times, and for his own almoft infuper- 
able prepofleflions. Whether, if Grofletefle had lived to fee 
the dawnings of a brighter light, he would have been a reformer 
or a perfecutor, is, perhaps, problematical. Firm, in his ad- 
vancing days, in oppofition to that which he regarded as iniqui- 
tous and oppreffive, he was equally firm in adhering to ecclefia- 
flical dogmata and prefcriptions ; and it might require fome- 
what almoft miraculous to fhake his bigotry and his preju- 
dices. 

Dr. Pegge has exerted his ufual induftry and attention in 
compiling this volume. If his ftyle in fome inftances be rather 
too negligent, his plan is judicious and agreeable; his reflec- 
tions are pertinent, folid, and ufeful: he appears as the friend 
of liberty and inquiry; and, though well difpofed to extol the 
fubje& which employs his pen, he does not tainely furrender his 
own judgment.—-We are forry to oblerve, bv the newfpapers, 
that his learned labours and his life are at length clofed, at a very 
advanced age, 
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MECHANICS, 


Art.23. Remarks on the prefent dufecdive State of Fire- Arms, fbewing 
the Danger to thofe who carry them: together with an Explanation 
of a newly-invented Patent Gun-Lock, by which all the prefent 
Difadvantages are removed, and Simplicity, Security, and Duta- 
bility fubftituted. By G. Bolton, Efg. 8vo. pp. 88 1% 
Egerton. * 1795. | 

Me: Bolton offers the following apology for turning his attention 

to the improvement of an implement of deitrution: * It is 
true, though a melancholy reflection, that in all ages and in all na- 
tions men have never exerted their genius more, than in contriving 
means for the deftruction of one another: but the fecondary reflec- 
tion is equally true; and.of.a more pleafing-nature, viz. that in the 
end, the greater the deftructive properties, which either art or fcience 
| | ™ gives 
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‘vives to inftruments of war, the lefs becomes the flaughter.—Thus 
improvements in the art of war, applied to military or naval tactics, 
operate firft for the individual good of a country, and afterwards for 
the general benefit of mankind.’—'Thefe reflections lead the author 
to the prefent war, which.he afcribes entirely to the intrigue and reft- 
lefs ambition of the French; and he holds out the enormities com- 
‘mitted by them, as a warning to the people of England. 

After having difcuffed this matter in an addrefs to the public of 
confiderable length, we come to the Remarks on Fire- Arms ; and here 
Mr. B. obferves that * the only fecurity that there is in the internal 
part of gun-locks, now ufed, depends on the catches or notches (by 

un-makers called the dents) for the full and half cock.’—* From 
ae of wear, thefe notches. become fhallow, and that tharp angular 
edge, which, when new, feemed to hold fo firmly, being worn, and 
becoming much rounded, if the cock is touched fo as to lift the fear 
fuddenly beyond the notch, the main fpring draws it down fo quickly, 
that the fear miffes falling again into the notch, (and) the piece im- 
mediately fires.’ 

To obviate this inconvenience, a bolt was invented long ago. A 
material objection, however,-to this bolt, particularly to a perfon fud- 
denly attacked, is the recollection neceflary to remove’ it before the 

iece can go off. After much attention on this fubject, Mr. Bolton 
c. produced a lock on a new conftruction, with a _//f-a@ing bolt: 
the defcription of which we fhall give in his own words: 

‘ In the firft place, the whole work of my improved lock is be- 
tween two plates, and all the centers are doubly fupported. The 
main fpring, contrary to the prefent mode of making it, is extremely 
open, and has {trong double centers going through the two plates, 
which much increafes its ftrength, and prevents its being dragged 
from the inner plate; the upper part of this fpring aniwers for the 
hammer inftead of the feather fpring. In the foot of the hammer is 
a roller, which works on the top of the main {pring and takes off fric- 
tion ; the baci: part of the hammer is finifhed with a curve and round- 
ed fo as to work through a hole, which lets it play on the top of the 
main fpring, and at the fame time keeps out the weather. The bot- 
tom of the cock is a folid piece of metal made circularly, and in the 
back part of it are cut the notches (or bents) for the full and half 
cock. The cock, when difcharged, {trikes on the folid piece of metal 
projecting inwards, at right angles, from the outfide plate; in this 
folid piece the pan is made, the inner plate fhuts ctofe to this, and 
the whole is boxed up, and can never move from its work ; for when 
flocked, the inner plate comes againft the barrel. On the top, and 
right hand of the cock, a confiderable part of its thicknefs.is cut 
away ; into the bed thus formed falls a very ftrong flat bolt of nearly 
double the thicknefs of the ftrongeft part of the main fpring. This 
bolt drops on a center, fitted at a confiderable diitance beyond the 
back of the cock, in the outfide plate ; immediately undérneath this 
bed, in which the bolt lies, are cut the notches for the full and half 
cock, in the folid part of the cock itfelf. Below the bolt center, and 
nearer to the back of the cock, is the fear, which is made in a circu= 
Jar form, and alfo drops on a center, there not being a fingle fcrew 
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throughout the whole lock. Inthe fromt part of the cock is the {wivel 
for lifting up the main fpring.’ 

This lock, we are told, has been highly approved by the Prince of 
Wales, the Duke of York, the Duke of Richmond, Marquis Corn. 
wallis, the Karl of Harrington, Sir William Fawcett, and a great 
many General Officers.—* The only doubt entertained of its univerfal 
adoption was relative to the expence.? On this head, we think, there 
could be no doubt whatever, if the diftinguifhed perfonages juft men- 
tioned intended any thing more than to compliment the inventor: for 
what is the expence of a few fhillings compared to the life of a foldier? 
We hall point out an objection or two which appear to us to be of 

reater moment. 

ift, The main and hammer fprings being in one piece, it is difficult 
to temper the metal fo that the two fprings fhall a& in unifon, 
Through an imperfection in this refpeét, it happened that, in one of 
the bef of thefe locks, which we chanced to examine, the cock had 
not ftrength to throw back the hammer. 

2d, The whole action of the lock refts on the frud of the main 
{pring ; confequently, if ¢/at breaks, which is not very unlikely to 
happen, the lock falls to pieces. 

3d, The felf-acting bolt is only a roller, which throws the fear into 
the bents of the cock, but does not act properly to fecure the fear in 
its place; the piece, therefore, is in fome degree liable to go off at 
half cock. 

4th, It is more expofed to the weather than the locks now in ufe, 
and it is more difficult to clean, and keep in order. 

sth, The additional weight of the ftock. 

Though we thus act the part of rigid critics, in pointing out im- 
perfections which we hope to fee obviated, we with gratitude offer our 
acknowlegements to Mr. Bolton, for fo happily direéting the attention 
of the public to an object of fo much importance. The patent locks 
are made by Mr. Fifher, No. 204, High Holborn. 

In the number of mufkets which mifs fire, in an aétion of any 
length, Ms. Bolton very properly afcribes a confiderable portion to 
the badnefs of the flints *. To fave the time and trouble of hacking, 
he has invented a fkrew to turn the flint, almoft inftantaneoufly, either 
to the right or left, and thus prefent a frefh point to the hammer. 
‘This is a new and an ingenious idea :—but we are furprifed that, after 
having paid fo much attention to the firelock, it did not occur to Mr. 
Bolton that neither good fprings, nor good flints, will always infure 
its going off. A difappointment in firing has been often experienced, 
owing to the hammer becoming fo foft, from frequent ufe, or from not 
being properly fteeled at firt, that it wiil not ftrike fire :—a circum: 





* We had occafion fome time ago to animadvert on the impolicy, | 
we had almoft faid the yillainy, of iupplying the army with flints of an 
inferior quality—See our Review of Col. Lindfay’s book, M, Rev | 
Vol. xv. N.S. p.260. We can now congratulate ourfelves on-hav- | 


ing (poflibly) contributed our mite towaeds affeCting a reform in this 
-effential article ; fince, at prefent, all the flints iffued from the Tower 
are previoufly examined, one by one. , 
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@ance which ought to be particularly confidered in finifhing a lock, 
The fcreen, to prevent the powder flying out of the pan, or burning 
the next man’s face, is not a new invention. 

We fhall clofe this pamphlet with the following extra&t, on ¢ the 
improper method very frequently ufed in making the main fpring ;” 
which we recommend to the attention not only of every gunfmith, but 
alfo to that of every manufacturer in iron ; 

« It isa very common circumftance for the workmen, when ma- 
nufaQuring, to give it a nick with a fharp-edged file, to fhew where 
the {pring is to be bent, after which operation, a blow from the 
hammer immediately hides this nick ; but the workmen do not know 
what mifchief they have dane, for it is from this circumftance that 
the main fpring frequently breaks, It is a felf-evident circumitance, 
that a nick cut into any large piece of metal will be the means of its 
being more eafily broken by bending, or by giving it a blow, as the 
metal muft of courfe give way in that place where the nick was made; 
for it feparates the grain of the metal, which is compofed of an in- 
numerable number of fmall particles, firmly united by the effe& of 
cohefion, and laying the whole length of the piece of metal in longi- 
tudinal lines, like the grain of wood, as feen in a deal board; there- 
fore, as deep as the nick is made, fo much of the flrength of the 
{pring is taken away, for the grain of the metal to that depth is de. 


ftroyed.’ P. 17. Suth.....d. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Art. 24. Refleions on the Cruelty of Inclofing Common-Field Lands, 
particularly as it affects the Church and Poor; in a Letter to the 
Lord Bifhop of Lincoln. By a Clergyman of that Diocefe. 8vo. 
is. Pridden. 1796. | 
This pamphlet might with propriety have been intitled a repri- 

mand of the Lord Bifhop of Lincoln, for warmly recommending, in 

his Charge to the Clergy of his Diocefe, ‘‘ the New Plan of a Corn 

Rent,’’ inftead of tithes. It is doubtlefs intended to milisate againft 

the general Inclofure Bill, now pending :—but this writer does not 

feem to be aware that, taking the whole kingdom throughout, where- 
ever there are common fields, there are alfo extenfive tracts of com- 
mon paftures, in the fame parifh or townhhip ; and, —- inclofin 

the arable lands may reduce the produce of corn on thefe lands, for a 

courfe of years, the quantity in moft cafes will be increafed by pafture 

lands broken up; while the fields laid down to grafs will give an in~ 
creafed produce of cattle and fheep: fo that, in many cafes, we ma 
veature to fay, the aggregate produce will be doubled by inclofure ; 
and the increafe, we believe, may be fairly laid, throughout the king- 
dom, at one-third of the prefent produce, ‘This writer, however, 
feems to think differently. He fays; 

‘ Some members of our Agricultural Society’ (fome fociety in 
Lincolnthire, we fuppofe) * look upon the converting arable land to 
pafture, and promoting the breed of cattle, asa great advantage from 
inclofing ; in which they are greatly deceived. The breed of fheep 
is indeed improved ; but the quantity diminifhed ; and the quality of 
the wool vaftly inferior to that produced from extenfive commons. 
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The quantity of fheep, bred upon thefe commons, is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for the fupport of the {mall farms, and the manuring of ail 
wheat land. Thefe objects indeed, are of little moment if {mafl farms 
are to be annihilated, and the culture of wheat neglected.’ _ 

This, we muft fay, is talking like a man who has been born in a 
common-field townfhip, and was never beyond the confines of his na- 
tive parifh. The author’s alarms, however, do not ftop here, * There 
are a few confiderations more, which affect the public, though your 
Lordthip may deem them unworthy your regard. The liberal ufe of 
oak, for pofts and rails, creates a fcarcity of bark, which at prefent is 
fenfibly felt.? ‘his is a curious affertion ; cutting down oak for pofts 
and rails, which are peeled in courfe, wil] furely not increa/e the fcarcity 
of bark, for the prefent; however it may tend to leffen the quantity 
of timber and bark, in ages to come. Laiftly follows the alarm, fo 
often given.of late, about the poultry-and pigs. From this it may be 
inferred that the author is a beneficed clergyman, and has no caule of 
alarm refpecting the common neceffaries of life, ' 


NATURAL HISTORY, 


Art. 25. A Cabinet of Quadrupeds; confilting of highly finithed En- 
‘Bravingss by James ‘Yookey and Paton Thompfon, from elegant 
rawings, by. Julius Ibbetfon, R.A. Many of them fketched 
from the Animals in their native Climes. With hiltoric and fcien- 
tific Defcriptions, by John Church, Surgeon, Large gto. Part I.’ 

Six Numbers. 11. 4s. Darton and Harvey. 

This is one of the modern works in which the graphic arts have 
united with typography to produce a /iterary luxury, worthy of the re- 
fined tafte and fplendour of the age. The defigns in this volume are 
for the moft part correct and fpirited ; and the engravings are highly 
finifhed, in a ftyle of foftnefs perhaps rather injurious to the effect. ‘The 
letter-prefs is very elegantly, but not quite accurately, printed ; and 
the matter of it is an entertaining compilation from the beft authorities. 
We doubt not that this Cadinet will prove an acceptable prefent to. 
thofe lovers of natural hiftory in its more popular form, who do not 
regard expence in the indulgence of their tafte. | 

The animals contained in this volume are, the ftag, rhinoceros, 


camel, fpotted hyena, elephant, crefted porcupine, royal tiger, wolf, 
afs, leopard, bull, and brown bear. , , 


HISTORY, ANTIQUITIES. 


Art. 26. Veftiges of Oxford Caftle; or a {mall Fragment of a Work. 
intended to be publifhed fpeedily ; on the Hiftory of Antient 


Caftles ; and on the Progrefs of Archite@ture. By Edward King, 
Hig. F,R.S. & FLAS, Folio. | 


-30. with Plates, gs. 

Nicol. 1796. i ? 
This zealous and learned votary of reverend antiquity has here ex- 
hibited his powers of accurate inveftigation in a manner which, we, 
queftion not, will do him much credit with thofe who are interefted. 
in the /ubje@, The difcovery of fome curious remains of the antient 
caitle of Oxford, by Mr. Harris, has ferved to exercife his fagacity. 
49 tracing out a plan from. a few. obicure veftiges ; a fagacity which, 
| | _ ‘the’ 
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the hiftorian of antient caftles muft frequently be required to exert. 
Whether the propofed work, of which this is,a {pecimen, will fo 
much conduce to throw light on what is important in the manners of 
antient times and the progre(s of civilization, as the author fuppofes, 
we pretend not to decide. We with every literary purfuit to have 
free {cope, not doubting that it will in the end meet with a fair and 
impartial judgment. 

We can make no extracts from a piece of counected defcription, 
like the prefent, which requires the affiftance of plates to render it 
intelligible ; and we ‘hal! only add that the paper and printing give 


promile of a very fpiendid and expenfive work, Ai. 


. BIOGRAPHY, 


Art. 27. The Biographical Mirrour, or Conneiffeur’s Repofitory; come 
rifing a Series of antient and modern Englifh Portraits, of emi- 
nent and diftinguifhed Perfons, from original Pictures and Draw- 

ings. 4to. 31.128. Boards. Elardings. 1795. 

This work is intended rather as a repertory of curiofities for the 
collector and virtuofo, than as an, initructive addition to the library of 
the hiftorian and biographer. ‘The portraits given are either fuch as 
hitherto have not been engraved, or have been fo imperfelly copied 
as to exhibit no correct refemblance of the originals. The merit of 
the artift therefore is defigned to ftand moft. prominent in the under- 
taking ; and we doubt not that on this head it will afford fatisfaétion, 
The brief memoirs accompanying each portrait are, in courfe, chiefly 
compilation : but, on the whole, they are refpectably drawn up, though 
by no means with the charatterittic ftrokes and liberal reflections of 
Granger. A few of the anecdotes are original. 

The number of portraits contained in this volume is fifty, and it is 
intended that two more fuch volumes fhall follow. No order as to 
time, profeffion, &c, is obferved, and each article makes a perfeétly 


detached piece. Ai. 


EDUCATION, SCHOOL BOOKS, 


Art. 28. Tawenty-four Lectures on the Italian Language, delivered at 
the Lyceum of Arts, Sciences, and Languages; in which the 
Principles, Harmony, and Beauties of the Italian Language, are 
by an original Method, fimplified and adapted to the meaneft Ca- 
pacity, and the Scholar enabled to attain, with Eafe and Facility, 
a competent Knowledge of the Language, without the Help of any 
Grammar or Dictionary. By Mr. Galignani. Svo. 6s, Boards. 
Printed for the Author, No.3, Little Brook-ftreet, ‘Hanover 
Square, and fold by Meilrs. White, Edwards, &c. 1796. 
Though it feems impoffible for a perfon, who is ignorant of the 

Italian language, to comprehend and retain the grammatical rules 

laid down by this author when delivered, vive voce, in leétures ; yet, 

in-a Careful perafal, and with meditation, they appear capable of ful- 
filling. all the. promifes of the title-page. 

A few foreign idioms occur in the Englifh, which, however, are not 
of fuch a kind as will render the explanatory part of this work unin- 
‘elligible. Of the precepts, it may juftly be faid that they are new, 
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clear, and well-digefted; and though the ufual grammatical form 
has been abandonedy the chief purpofes of a grammar feem fupplied, 
in a lefs dry and formal manner than has hitherto been devifed by an- 
tient writers on the fubject. 

The exercifes which the author has given in radical words, for the 
ftudent to find out the genders, numbers, and inflexions, (in the 
manner of our old fchool-book, Clark’s Exerci/es,) would perhaps have 
been rendered ftill more ufeful, remote from a mafter, if they had 
been inferted at the end of the book, in good Italian, for the ftudent 
to confult for inftru€tion, when he has rendered them as perfeét as he 
is able by the rules which the author prefcribes. 

The praxis, which Sig. Galignani has furnifhed for every part of 
fpeech, and particularly for the articles, prepofitions, degrees of com- 
parifon, and auxiliary verbs, are admirably calculated to facilitate the 
acquifition of correct fpeaking and compofition. : 

Many idioms peculiar to the Italian tongue are pointed out and ex- 
plained, which have not before been remarked in any grammatical 
traét written exprefsly for our own country, — 

The ufe of the auxiliary verbs avére (to have) and gre (to be) 
ts exemplified in fo new and ingenious a manner, that we fhall givea 
fhort extract from Le@ture XVIII. p. 102. as a fpecimen of the mode 
im which the author has contrived to connect the fenfe through all 
the moods and tenfes of thefe verbs, with the three perfonal pronouns 
fingular and plural. : ge ue 


« On the Anxiliary Verbs avére (to have) éfére (to be) 


¢ The Verb Avére exemplified. 


* Indicative Mood, Prefent Tenfe, which being joined to a Parti- 
ciple paft, forms the Perfe of the Indicative of that Verb to whofe 
Participle pait it is joined. . 


Lo bo * | vedito il picciol Thave|feen the little horfe 
. cavallo che, which 
Tu hai\mandéitoamia thou haft]fent to my fifter 
Soa 7 Ls forélla . | 
Egliha \lo fiefo difétto di he has}the fame defe& as that, 
; quéllo che - which 
Noi abbiamo | /perimentato nella we have|experienced in the 
é | -cavalla che mare 
Voi avéte | ultimaménte ven- you have}lately fold to my bro- 
dita a’ miei fra-- ~~ thers, fo that 
télli, di maniéra 
che 
Ezlino hanno | giudicato a props- they have| thought proper to fend 
+s | fito di riman- him you again. 








darvelo: - 





« * Some few write io 0, tu at, egli a, eglino anno, without H. 
« It is not neceffary in Italian to prefix always perfonal pronouns 
before the verbs: therefore it may be faid, io 4o, or ho, tu hai, or 
fai, and fo on.’ +s : ' 


On 
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On the whole, we do not recolleét to have feen fo much ufeful know- 
lege on this fubjes&t, compreffed into fo {mall a compafs, in any other 


book. DB -y- 


Art. 29. The Parent’s Afifant; or Stories for Children, Part I. 
containing, the Little Dog Trufty, or the Liar and the Boy of 
Truth; the.Orange Man, or the Honeft Boy and the Thief; 
Lazy Lawrence ; ‘Tarleton; the Falfe Key. Part II. containing 
the Purple Jar; the Bracelets ; Mademoilelle Panache ; the Birth- 
day Prefent; Old Poz; and the Mimic. By E, Mx Small 1zmo, 
3 Vols. 6s. bound. Johnfon. 1796, rs 
it is fortunate for fociety, the profperity of which principally de- 

pends on the good education of youth, that well written books for 

their ufe have lately rifen, in public eftimation, to their proper place 
of diftin€tion in the fcale of literary merit; and that it is not now 
deemed an unworthy employment for writers of the moft diftinguifhed 
abilities, to-draw up inftruétive and amufing books even for children. 

When Dr. Watts wrote catechifms and hymns for children, it was 

thought a wonderful aét of condefcenfion, not to be performed but by 

a mind endued with an extraordinary portion of humility and benevo- 

lence. At prefent, writers of the firft order do not feel themfelves 

degraded by employing their talents in this way; and the public is 
well inclined to beftow due praife on fuch ufeful exertions. 

In thé valuable lift of ufeful books for children, thefe little volumes 
will be entitled to a very diftinguifhed place. They contain a feries 
of amufing and interefting tales, happily adapted to imprefs on young 
minds principles of wifdom and fentiments of virtue. ‘The moral and 
prudential leffons of thefe volumes are judicioufly chofen; and the 
{tories are invented with great ingenuity, and are happily contrived 
to excite curiofity and awaken feeling, without the aid of improbable 
fiction or extravagant adventure. ‘The language is varied in its de- 
gree of fimplicity, to fuit the pieces to different ages, but is through 
out neat and correct; and, without the leaft approach towards vulga- 
rity or meannefs, it is adapted with peculiar felicity to the under- 
ftandings of children. The author’s tafte, in this clafs of writing, 
appears to have been formed on the beft models ; and the work will 
not difcredit a place on the fame fhelf with Berquin’s Child’s 
Friend, Mrs. Barbauld’s Leffons for Children, and Dr. Aikin’s 
Evenings at Home. The ftory of Lazy Laurence is one of the beft 
lectures on induftry which we have ever read. BK 


Art. 30. The Study of Aftronemy, adapted to the Capacities of 
Youth: in ‘Twelve Familiar Dialogues, between a Tutor and his 
Pupil; explaining the general Phenomena of the heavenly Bodies, 
the Theory of the Tides, &c. illuftrated with Copper plates. By 
John Stedman. i2zmo. pp. 154. 28.6d. fewed. Dillv. 179%. 
To convey to young people clear and correét ideas of Aftronomy, 

without the help of Mathematics, is no eafy tafk. Yet it is very de- 

{rable that the elements of this fublime fcience, io admirably fuited to 

expand the young mind, fhould form a part of general edacation. 

Several attempts have been made to provide familiar introductions to 

this {cience : but fome have abounded too much with technical terms 
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to be eafily undertood ; ; and others have been too diffufe and decla- 
matory for a fchool-book. ‘To fupply this defect, Mr. Stedman pub- 
lifhes thefe dialogues ; and, ‘as far as concerns the rudiments of Aftro- 
womy, they are very well adapted to anfwer the purpofe, ‘The prin- 
cipal phenomena are defcribed in as - a manner as the nature of 
the fubje&t will admit; the language is.eafy and correct; the author 
carefully explains fcientific terms as ire proceeds ; his analogical illuf- 
trations are happily chofen ; and diagrams are introduced where they 
were neceilary. We are not, indeed, quite convinced that the form of 
dialogue is preferable to that of direct treatile. Science cannot be taught 
too methodically. The proceds of inftruction is not, however, in thefe 
dialogues, much interrupted by trivial matter ; and the knowlege which 
the author uadertakes to communicate is conveyed with perfpicuity. E. 


Art.31. Cours de Thémes Libres, ou, par Gradation, les Difficultés, les 
Tournures, et. les Idiomes de la Compofition, font notés, expliques, et 
raifonnés, fuivant les Principes de la Grammaire, et le vrai Genie de, 
la Langue Italienne. Par M. Pereiti, Profefeur de, Langue ltalienne, 
1zmo. pp.196. 2s. 6d. fewed. The Foreign Bookfellers. 1796, 
Thefe exercifes have all the merit which can ratignally. be claimed 

from.a work of this nature. They ftudioufly exemplify thofe idiom- 

atic phrafes which the learner of Italian is leaft likely to notice. It 
would, however, have been more convenient to ftudents in this, 
country, if the Englifh language, and not the French, had been made 
the medium of interpretation. Tx 


MEDICAL, 


Att, 32. An Account of the Experiment made at the Defire of the Lord;, 
Commiffioners of the Admiralty on board the Union Hofpital Ship, to 
determine the Effect of the Nitrous Acid in deftroying Contagion,, 
and the Safety with which it may be employed. Ina Letter ad-. 
drefled to the Right Hon. Earl Spencer. By James Carmichael] 
Smyth, M.D. F.R.S. &c, &c. 8v0o. pp.75. Is. 6d. Johne. 
fon. 1796. 
The fubject of this pamphlet being fufiiciently declared in the title- 
page, we have little to add, in order to recommend it to the notice. 
of our medicat readers, more than that the experiment proved com-. 
pletely fuccefsful, without being attended with any inconveniences to. 
the perfons expofed to the fumes of the acid,—beyond a little tempo- 
rary coughing. ‘The mede in which the nitrous vapour was raifed, 
and applied was by putting fand, previoufly heated, into quart earthen 
pipkins ; immerfing in each a common teacup containing half an 
ounce of concentrated vitriolic acid, and as much nitre in’ powder. 
The pipkins were carried through the wards and about the beds of 
the fick, the bearer conftantly flirring the mixture in the cups with 
a.glafs fpatula, ‘This fumigation was practifed twice in a day ; once 
“a being found infufticient to extinguith the contagion. Betides the 
relation of its effects on board the Union, a report 1s given of its trial’ 
on board of fome of the Ruffian men of war, in which a bad contagious: 
fever prevailed. The fuccefs in them was confiderable, though vari-- 
ous circumitances prevented its being fo complete as in the Englith 
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of two letters from Mr. Keir are fubjoined, an which that 
tei much approves Dr. Smyth’s method of raifing the acid 
vapour, as rendering it free from thofe noxious qualities which attend 
the ordinary diltillation of aquafortis, In this laft method, from me- 
tallic mixtures, or the ufe of iron pots, red vapours are raifed, which 
are highly noxious and fuffocating. In the former, they are white, 
and the acid is mixed with a large proportion of pure or dephlogiili- 
cated air. , 


Art. 35-4 Second Differtation on Fever, containing the Hiftory and 
Method of Treatment of a regular ‘Tertian Intermittent. By 
George Fordyce, M.D. F.R.S., &<. Bvo. pp, 156, 33. 
fewed. Johnfon. 14795. 


Among the remarks at the beginning of this differtation, on the 
appearances exhibited by tertians, wwe find fome refpecting the times 
of the recurrence of paroxyims, fufficiently curious, : 

‘ An anticipating tertian fhows in one circumitance the ftrong in- 
difpofition of a fever to take place between eight at night and fix in 
the morning. {f an anticipating tertian fhould have its firft paroxyfm 
at two-in the afterncon, its fecond ‘at noon, its third at ten in the 
morning, its fourth at eight, its fifth will fometimes take place at fix 
in the morning, fometimes at eight or ten of the evening enone 7 
A retarding fever is fimilar in its recurrence; if its firft paroxyfm 
fhould happen at ten in the morning, the fucceeding ones at twelve, 
two, four, fix, eight; the following one often does not take place in: 
the night, but at fix or eight the next morning. It is not meant to 
fay that the paroxyfms never return regularly in the night, but that 
they recur much more rarely in the night than in the day; perhaps 
in a proportion of ten for one. It is entirely unknown what this de- 
pends upon, indeed the obfervation has been little attended to by any 
author who has not frequently feen the difeafe.’ 

After fome other obfervations of this nature, the author proceeds 
to the treatment; and here he inquires at great length what kind of 
diet ought to be obferved, at what feafons it ought to be given, 
and what other.rules ought to be followed, fuppofing the pradiitioner 
thinks that the regular tertian ought to go through its natural courfe. 
The inquiry occupies full one half of the book; and it is by far the 
gravelt jeu d’e/prit which it has’ been our lot to contemplate. The 
meafures advifed by the author cannot poffibly be founded on an 
large induction of cafes; We have therefore the lefs hefitation in 
queftioning how far they-are judicious. We fhould fear left fo much 
care to prevent * the difturbances, arifing from the procefs of chy- 
lification interfering with the paroxy{m of fever,’ (p. 33,) fhould add 
to the violence of the difeafe, by expofing the patient to its onfet in 
a ftate of weaknefs and inanition. Were it poflible (which, in the 
prefent tate of medical practice, it is not) that Dr. F.’s plan fhould’ 

e brought to a fair impartial trial, we imagine that the learned 
writer would be certainly convicted of bordering too clofely on the 


antient cure by fajfting. ‘In faying this, we are only fetting conjecture 
againit conjecture :—but, in queftioning the pofitions that © fari- 


pted to the organs of digeftion 
and that this matter, as alfo grapes, 


figs, 


naceous matter is the food beft ada 


of the human body,’ (p. 26.) 
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figs, peaches, apricots, oranges, baked fruits, are more digeftible 
than animal fubftances, (p. 36.) we have the fanction of experience 
in perfons of weak flomach, and of trials undertaken for the exprefs 
perpofe of determining this queftion. Other examples of unwar- 
ranted afjertion, and of inconclufive, if not falfe, reafoning, occur 
ander the prefent head. For the reader’s fatisfaction, we fhall ad. 
duce one of thefe in the terms of the treatife : 

‘ It happens alfo frequently, that a kind of flime forms in the 
fiomach in intermittents, which feems too tough to be carried through 
the pilorus, and not capable of the digeftive procefs in the ftomach ; 
this produces the fame, or even worfe appearances than undigelted 
good, even if in {mall quantity, and is another caufe of the neceffity 
of exhibiting emetics.’ 

it has been not unufual to impute diftrefiing fenfations, and what 
are called nervous fymptoms, to a little air pent up in the inteftines ; 
becaufe, when that has been evacuated, the patient has felt great 
relief :—but more confiderate pathologifis impute the ceffation of the 
fymptoms to an alteration in the ftate of the inteftines, of which the 
expuliion of the air is a confequence. In like manner, is it not pro- 
bable that the evil in Dr. F.’s cafe confifts in the ftate of the itomach, 
during which the flime is fecreted, and that the flime itfelf is very 
harmle{s ? 

We do not find fo much ground for animadvorfion in Dr, F.’s me. 
dical as in his diatetical treatment. His obfervations befpeak ex. 
perience, attention, and reflection. It cannot, however, be expected 
that he fhould furnifh much praétical matter that is at once new 
and important. He himflelf fays that ¢ the ground gone over is 
trodden and tolerably plain.” We fhou!d be glad to receive the dif- 
fertations which he promifes on regular continued fever ; on irregular 
mtermittents; and on the hiftory and manner of treatment of the. 
accidents, which happen in continued fevexs and their irregularities, 
Thefe fubjedts afford tcope for abilities of any magnitude. B 


Art.34. Obfrvations, Anatomical, Phyfiological, and Pathalogical, 
ot the Pulmcnary Syftem: with Remarks on fome of the Difeates of 
-the Lungs, viz. on Hamorrhage, Wounds, Afthma, Catarrh, 
Croup, and Confumption ; tending to eftablifth a new Pathology of 
the Lungs, founded on the Anatomy and Phyfiology of the Parts. 
Some Remarks are introduced on the Broken-wind of Horfes. And 
to the Whole is added an Appendix, containing Obfervations on 
fome of the Articles of the Materia Medica, viz. on the Rofa 
Rubra, Flores Chamazmeli, and Sartzparilla ; as alfo on the Cicuta, 
Stramonium, Hyofciamus, and Aconitum. By William Davidfon. 

Svo. pp.226. 48. Boards. Egerton, &c. 1795. 

We formerly commended this author for his exertions towards 
the difcovery of that great defideratum, a cure for pulmonary 
hzimorrhages and ulcerations ; and we fhall always be difpofed to treat 
efforts of this fort with kindnefs. My.D. has here republifhed his 
former papers with a large commentary of fpeculation : ~ but his 
reafonings appear to us in great mez‘ure antiquated, and altogether 
precarious. He has, we obferve, five new cafes. Two are of 
afthmas; they would have appeared more in point, if, with pa 
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of liquids, he had not uicd emetics, cathartics, xther, and camphor. 
His two cafes of croup fhew the ufe of emetics in that dangerous 
malady ; and his additional cafe of phthifis reads very favourably for 
his fyitem. We confider it as of more value than all his reafonings, 
and with it may foon be confirmed by the analogy of z0 others. It 
js as follows: A female patient (Mrs. Todd) came under the author’s 
care fo weak that fhe could not raife nor turn herfelf in bed ; fhe had 
an inceflant cough and fhortnefs of breathing ; fhe expeCtorated about 
a pint of bloody matter in 24 hours, with a pulfe at 130, and had 
profufe colliquative {weats. wa 

« For the firft three days, therefore, a due abftinence from liquids 
was enjoined, viz. fhe was allowed a pint of liquid only in the twenty- 
four hours, including tea, &c. and no medicine was given during that 
time which could interfere with the proper effe&s of this principle. 

« June 2d. She has adhered ftri€tly to the limitation of liquids 
prefcribed : and now looks cheerful and animated, and fays that the 
is better, and that her perfpiration is very much diminifhed. Her 
pulfe is alittle ftronger, and alfolefs frequent. Although, from this 
new trial, 1 was more and more convinced of the eflicacy of my 
principle, yet I did not think myfelf warranted in trufling to it en- 
tirely ; I, therefore, commenced the exhibition of every other medi- 
cine (together with a mederate ofe of liquids), which [ thought was 
likely to forward the recovery of my patient. 

« And thus, by the moderate ufe of liquids, did I attempt to keep 
the lungs, as much as poilible, at eafe ; while, by the diligent applica- 
tion of other means, I endeavoured to ftop the exifting morbid ac- 
tions and bring about healthy ones in their place. 

« As it would be too tedious to give ‘the particulars of this cafe, 
and as they would perhaps, anfwer no good purpofe, I fhall only 
notice the more material circumftances which occurred during the 
treatment. 

« She took the flores fulphuris for fome days, in dofes of a drachm 
each, every four or fix hours, and with evident advantage : for, be- 
fides retaining the body fufficiently open, without heating, or ia- 
creafing the frequency of the pulfe, it feemed to relieve the general 
pulmonary affections. : 

‘ The cicuta was alio of fervice, by allaying irritation and cough. 
But, having given the ca!x antimonii iilota for feveral days, from an 
idea that, by removing fome obitruétions of the lungs, or fever, it 
might relieve the difficulty of breathing, and thus contribute to the 
benefit of the patient, 1 found I was miftakea; for the general 
weaknefs, as well as the fever and night fweats were thereby in- 
creafed. | 


‘ I advifed a nourifhing diet, and did not reftrain her from a little 
animal food, when fhe was inclined for it. 

* June 14. Having become progreflively better, her pulfe is now 
tolerably firm and equal, and about 104. She has had no perfpire 
ation for the laft three nights, and is now able to fit up in a chair. 
The expectoration is much better, and in a diminifhed guantity, and 
fhe has one regular motion every day. 


H. June 29. Her pulfe is now only 92. She has little expeCtora- 
tion, little cough, and fearcely any perfpiration," 
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‘The cafe indeed terminated fatally, perhaps in confequence of 
imprudent exertion after the patient went down ftairs; yet is the. 
degiee of recovery fingular, and beyond the general powers of un, 
afhited nature.—The pharmaceutical remarks in the appendix, 
though not of high importance, are pertinent. 


Art. 35. The Evidence of the fuperior Efficacy of the Cinchona Flava, 
or Yellow Peruvian Bark: An Eflay, &c. &c. © By Walter 
Vaughan, M.D. Phyfician at Rochefter. To which is prefixed, 
A Letter to the Author from Dr, William Saunders. 8vo. 15, 64, 
Johnfon. 1795. 


The introduttory part of this work contains a confiderable portidn 
of general remarks on the evidence of the materia medica, and 
other topics, in which all that is important is fufficiently obvious and 
undifputed, With refpect to the proper fubje&t of the effay, ‘the 
hiftory, qualities, and medical cffeéts of the yeilow bark, it may be 
confidered as an ufcful addition to Dr. Relph’s pamphlet on the far 
remedy ; though, in fatt, the cirgumflance of its adducing farther 
and mature teftimony, in faveur of its efficacy, is the only thing of 
much confequence. We fhall quote the moft material pradtical ob. 
fervation which we have obferved. 

‘ The next preparation in fimplicity, but certainly the firft 
elegance, and in efficacy inferior to the extract alone, is the cold in- 
fufion. In this preparation, the ative part of the bark feems to-be 
in a ftate more approaching to nature than in any other, and in’ 
condition more fuitable to the purpofes of medicine, I have found 
it to agree with the weakelt ftomach ; never exciting naufea, though 
it is as bitter and charatteriltick of Peruvian Bark as any preparation 
of it. In fpecifick gravity, the cold infufion is equal to the deco&iion : 
and if evaporated, it yields as mach extract. According to Dottor 
Aikin, the infufion of the pale bark becomes turbid in a day or 
two; and, according to Doétor Babington, that of the red bark and 
the yellow generally become fo in about a week. However, I have 
kept the infufion a fortnight, without cbferving any change in it; 
and I am credibly informed, that others have kept it longer. 

‘ That which is depofited from this infufion, is fuppofed, from ‘its 
folubility in {pirit of wine, to be the refin of the bark: and from the 
infution lofing its aftringent tafte, and not being turned black by 
vitriolated iron, after the matter is entirely depofited and feparatedl 
by filtration, to be the partin which the aftringent principle refides. 

” It is furprifing, that the infufion contains fo much of the active 
part of the bark in a tranfparent and colourlefs ftate. Nor do I know, 
that any probable reafon has ever been affigned for it. But I hall 
refume this'‘fubjeé&t when I treat of the decoétion. 

* This is my formula for a cold infufion. 

« RK Cinchonae flavae in Pulverem redadtae, P. Unciam dimidiam, 
Aquae diftiilatae, M. Libram unam cam tribus Unciis. 
Cinchonam tere, paulatim addens Aquam diftillatam. Deindeé 

macera per horas quatuor ; et poftremd liquorem cola. 

‘ This infufion is as ftrong as a decoction in which the proportion 
of the bark and water to each other is the fame. It is twice as roms 
as the cold infufion of pale bark, and as ftrong again as that of th 
beit red,’ 
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What diftin€tion the writer means to make in this laft fentence be- . 


tween © twice as ftrong,’ and * as ftrong again,’ we do not know. 
At the end of his pamphlet, Dr. V. fubjoins letters from various 
neighbouring practitioners, in atteftation of the fuperior efficacy of 
the yellow bark ; and a valuable communication from a practitioner in 
Jamaica, with fome remarks on the yellow fever, is liberally afforded 


by Dr. Relph. 
Art.°36. 4 New Method of operating for the Femoral Hernia, tranflated 


from the Spanifh of Don Antonio de Gimbernat, Surgeon to the © 


King of Spain. With Plates, To which are added, by the Tranf- 

lator; Queries refpecting a fafer Method of performing Inocula- 

tion, and the Treatment of certain Fevers. 8vo. 2s.6d. Jolin- 
fon. 1795- | 

It-is well known by furgeons, that the ufual method of operating in 
irreducible femoral hernias offers only a choice of difiicultics, from the 
danger-of wounding the epigaftric artery on the one fide, or the {per- 
matic veflels on the other. A very ingenious Spanith pradtitioner 
here propofes a new method, as perfectly tafe and effectual; for the 
full comprehenfion of which, as it depends on accurate anatomical in- 
veitigation of the parts concerned, we muft refer to the work itfelf. 
We thall only obferve that the part divided, as caufing the ftrangula- 
tion of the inteftine, is not the Fallopian ligament, as formerly, but 
an aponeurotic duplicatire, called the crural arch. This method has 
not only reafoning, but the fuccefs of four cafes, in its favour. 

The queries concerning inoculation, added by the tranilator, (whom 
we underftand to be Dr. Beddoes,) refer to an opinion of Dr. Gy 
Fordyce, that the mildnefs of the difeafe is in proportion to the {mall- 
nefs of quantity of the variolus matter introduced ; in purfuance of 
which idea, Dr. Beddoes recommends the ufe of di/uted inftead of pure 
matter ; and he gives two communications from furgeons, in which 
this was put in practice, with the apparent effect of rendering the 
difeafe milder. 

The query refpe€ting fever relates to the benefit produced by the 
exhibition of mercury in certain cafes of this difeafe, as teftiiced by 
feveral late praftitioners. Dr. B. fuggetts fome flight hints on this 
fabject, and wifhes for a farther trial of the remedy, which he feems 
to fuppofe to be effectual only in proportion as it affects the falivary 
aor We think, however, that fome of the authorities to which 

e refers would rather lead to the fuppofition that the evacuant effeéts 
of calomel were the ferviceable agents, In the Bengal fever, Dr, 
Wade feems clearly ef this opinion. 
Art. 37, 4 Pocket Confpefius of the New London and Edinburgh 

Pharmatofaias: wherein the Virtues, Ufes, and Dofes, of the 

feveral Articles and Preparations contained in thofe Works are 

concifely ftated, their Pronunciation as to Quantity is diftinétly 
marked, and a Variety of other Particulars re{pecting them given; 


calculated more efpecially for the Ufe of Junior Pra@titioners, By — 


Robert Graves, M.D. &¢. &c. 12m0, 33. Marray and 
Highley. 1796. 
_ This Tittle conipilation very fairly anfwers the pretenfions of ifs 
title-page, and is well entitled to the notice of thofe for whofe ufe 


itis defigned, It is neatly printed, and its pages are well filled. “" Av. 


I Art. 38, 
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POLITICAL, 


Art. 38. Rights and Remedies. Or, the Theory and Praétice of true 
Politics. With a View of the tremendous Evils probable to enfue 
upon the Continuance of the prefent unneceflary and fruitlefs. War ; 
and a Propofal of immediate Peace. In Two Parts. Dedicated 
to Earl Stanhope by One of the New Seét of the Moralifts. vo, 
pp. 264. 63. Boards. Crofby. 1795. 


We fhould indeed have profited little by the long courfe of our 
critical labours, which has introduced us to an intimacy with opinions 
and projeéts of fuch various kinds, were we to be ftartled with the 
name of new fe; or did we feel a difpofition to treat with rigour 
any ferious and well-intended attempt for improving the condition of 
mankind, however contrary in its principles to thofe which we have 
been accuftomed to regard with preference. We fhould moreover 
be wanting in candour, did we impute to the /e@ itlelf the errors 
and defeéts of its individual followers: though, perhaps, there 
may be attached to the very nature of fome fchools of opinion a 
peculiar character which may operate on all who imbibe their 
doétrines. Thus, a fyftem which fets out with a high degree of con- 
tempt for every thing that hitherto in all ages and countries has 
been reckoned venerable and facred, and which aims at not lefs than 
a total change in human fociety and manners, will be very likely to 
produce a general ipirit of arrogance and dogmatifm in its votaries, 
though modified by the particular difpofition of individuals. 

By the new 22 of moralifis to which the writer before us pro- 
feffes to belong, we are to underftand tha clafs of philofophers who, 
looking on all religion as the offspring of fraud and error, entirely 
difcard it from their plans of public and private regulation ;—who, 
conceiving man to be merely the child of circumttances, confide alto- 

rether in the advancement of light and knowlege, and the formation 

of habits, for his melioration ;—who hold firmly the equality of his 
natural rights, and make the confent of the majority the only bafis of 
legitimate government ;—who deteft war and flavery ; and who think 
the advantage of the great mafs of people the genuine object of all 
policy and hegiflation. In many of the views of fuch a fe& we 
heartily concur; where we differ, we rather lament than wonder at 
the difference. In fact, religion has fo avowedly been made a tool 
and engine for certain political purpofes, and its w/e has been fo 
detached from its sru/+, that, were we not perfuaded of its having a 
much etter fupport than human eftablifhments can give it, we fhould 
conclude that in many countries its inevitable downfall, along with 
that of thofe eftablifhments, was at hand. 

The prefent work cannot, we think, be regarded as a fair fpe- 
cimen of the productions of the feét, Though the author is by no 
means deficient in fhrewdnefs, and though many good obfervations 
and maxims are to be found interfperfed in his volume, yet he has, 
furely, an over-proportion of that pofitivenefs and felf-conceit which 
we fufpe& in fome degree to be charatteriftic of his fchool. His 
ftvle, though energetic, is florid, declamatory, and coarfe; his 
opinions often feem rather to flow from the alternate prevalence of 
Oppofite prejudices, than to be the cool deductions of juft reafoning ; 
his cenfures of men and things are often rash, vulgar, and ignorant; F 
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and his applaufes are equally light and exceflive. To attempt any thing 
like an analyfis of a very prolix and defultory work, which, on the 
whole, we cannot greatly recommend, would be a watte of our own 
and our reader’s time. It may be enough to fay, in general, that 
the firft part, chiefly relating to the principles of government and the 
improvement of human focieties, is founded on the right of univerfal 
fuffrage and the short duration of reprefentative trutts ; and that it 

rofeffes an inviolable regard to public peace, property, and even 
to old inflitutions, as far as may be compatible with the above fun- 
damentals. The writer declates himfelf (by prejudice of education) 
a friend to monarchy, and even toa titled and hereditary nobility ; 

et he has fo far overcome his prejudices as to commend the French 
people for their fubverfion of thefe inftitutions, and to regard the 
Convention as fuch a model of wifdom and virtue as the world had 
never before feen. At the fame time, he thinks the Americans had 
not fufficient grounds for their revolt, which he weakly reprefents as 
the mere confequence of atrifling tax on tea! Of the author’s 
fecond part, the firft chapter relates to the war ; of the injuftice and 
impolicy of which he is, as may be fuppofed, a ftrenuous oppugner. 
His propofal for an immediate peace between France and this country 
has for its bafis the mutual reftoration of all conquetts in all parts of 
the world ; with this referve, that the conquered countries in Europe 
fhould be permitted to choofe their own forms of government. It is 
pretty certain that France would not confent to this flipulation, with 
out a private affurance that the choice would amount to an annexation 
of fome of the moft confiderable of thofe conquetts to its own terri- 
tories.—-The copious remainder of the fecond part relates to the 
Britifh conftitution, its defects, and their remedies; in treating of 


which, many of the ideas of the former part are repeated. Au. 


Art. 39. 4 Real Statement of the Finances and Refources of Great 
Britain; iluftrated by Two Copper-plate Charts. - By William 
Playfair, Inventor of Lineal Arithmetic. 8vo. 2s. Stockdale. 
1796. 

If the purpofe of this difplay of the profperity of Great Britains 
which is faid to be ‘ for rhe ufe of the enemies of England,’ were (as 
the writer hints) to prevent the breach of the armiltice on the banks 
of the Rhine, it has furcly failed in its purpofe. If, on the other 
hand, (which is much more probable,) the author’s intentions were 
to keep up the fpirits of people at home, and make them fhut their 
eyes tothe dangers of the war, we apprehend that his ingenuity 
will be fadly counteraéted by the increafing difficulties which prefs * 


- both on Government and individuals. The means which he has 


employed to produce the defired effeét on the minds of his readers 
are chiefly two——one, an appeal to their eyes, in two coloured 
charts, ingenioufly devifed fo as to give at one glance a ftriking view 


‘ Of the progrefs of the public revenue, and of the exports of the 


Country—the other, certain calculations, thewing the difference be- 
tween the real and the nominal increafe of the public burthens, and 
Proving that our ftrength to bear thofe burthens has more than kept 
pace with their augmentation. As to the firft of thefe expedients, 
we confider it as merely an addrefs to the vulgar; for none, furely, 
Rev. Serr. 1796. H who 
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who are capable of reafoning on fuch fubjects, will choofe to take 
their ideas from the inaccurate flow of lines, rather than from the 
precifion of arithmetical tables. With refpeét to the calculations, we 
fhall leave them to the examination of others; only remarking that, 
if the author’s leading principle, of deduéting, from the amourt of 
our debts, all the difference arifing from the diminifhed value of 
money, be a juft one, it is furprifing that he did not fee that it im- 
plies a proportional diminution in the amount of our revenue, and in 
the balance of our trade. 

The writer for the moft part adheres to his proper fubje& of ftate- 
ments and calculations. When he deviates from it, he becomes a 
party declaimer. 


Art. 40. A Collection of State Papers relative to the War againf 
France, now carrying on by Great Britain, and the feveral other 
European Powers ; containing authentic Copies of the Conftitution 
of France, Treaties, Conventions, Armiftices, Proclamations, 
Manifeftoes, Declarations, Official Letters, Parliamentary Papers, 
Gazette Accounts, &c. &c. Vol.JII]. Partzd. 8vo. gs, 
Boards. Debrett. 1796. 


For our account of the former parts of this valuable colle€tion, we 
refer to our Reviews for December 1794, and February 1796.— 
The editor affures the Public, in his Jntrodu@ion, that he has drawn 
his materials from the beift fources ; that * he has endeavoured to com- 
bine accuracy of detail with clearnefs of arrangement; and that he 
has attempted to execute his tranflations with that fidelity which is fo 
peculiarly neceflary in a work that afpires to the charatter of offi- 
cial :'-——He farther obferves that, * the frequent references that have 
been made to the prefent conftitution of the French republic, have 
induced him to include it in the prefent collection.’-—T his laft article 
will doubtlefs be thought, by many readers, to add confiderably to 
the importance of the prefent volume. 


Art. 41. 4 Short View of the inconveniences of War with fome Ob- 
fervations on the Expediency of Peace. Ina Letter toa Friend, 
8vo. 1s. Jordan. 1796. 


The evils of war and the expediency of peace are topics on whichy 
in general terms, there would probably be an univerfal concurrence at 
the prefent times, except from thofe who are perfonally interefted in the 
continuance of hoftilities. It avails little, therefore, to declaim on 
thefe fubjects, without bringing forwards fome fpecific propofitions 
forsthe attainment of the defired end—an end which events themfelves 
are bringing about, though with a delay, and at the expence of human 
happineis, ungrateful to the lover of mankind. The only practical 
expedient propofed by the writer of this pamphlet is a petition for 
peace from the people: but, though we do not mean to condemn 
fuch a meafure, we fear that it would go but a little way inthe prefent | , 
emergency. : A 
Art. 42. Thoughts on the Caufe of the High Price of Provifions, and how 
the Evil may be removed. Ina Letter to Sir John Sinclair, Bart: 
Chairman of the Board of Agriculture, By a Farmer’s Som, 
iIz2mo IS, Dilly, &c. 
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A falfe name or fignature to atitle-page is a fpecies of fraud, 
which ought never to go unpunifhed in a court of literature. This 
Farmer’s Son, after having led us half way through his book, con- 
' feffes that he knows nothing of farming,—in the following paflage,— 
page 26—‘ But men converfant in hufbandry would be better able 
to judge what proportion of horfes may be difpenfed with, in order 
to make room for oxen.’ His confeffion, however, was not ne- 
ceflary, as we were fufficiently convinced of his zor being ‘ a farmer’s 
fon,’ in the general fenfe of the phrafe, before we reached this 

affage. 

~ 2d ew take this writer out of the walk of hufbandry, and he 
is an intelligent man: he has been a ¢raveller, and is evidently ac- 
quainted with different parts of the kingdom 3 and what he advances, 
on the cau/es of the high price of proviiions, is entitled to fome atten- 
tion; though we will not vouch for the accuracy of his ftatements. 
They will at leaft ferve to agitate a moft important topic; we there- 
fore infert them. 

‘In order to fupport my opinion of there being am increafe of 
population, I would in the firft place obferve, that there is now a 
prodigious number of perfons more employed in every department 
and fituation throughout the kingdom than there were fifty years fince : 
now taking the aggregate of this immenfe number of perfons (which 
mult have been drawn from hufbandry, fuppofing there had been no 
increafe of population) in one point of view, independent of thofe 
employed in agriculture, which, on account of the great improves 
ments made in it of late years, requires more hands to carry it on 
than heretofore, and confidering there is now a fufficient number to 
do the bufinefs, there cannot be a doubt but this country has increafed 
in population beyond defcription. 

* And it 1s not only the greatincreafe of population which has been 
the means of enlarging our confumption ; but that a great number of 
people of late years have been called from alow eftate where the mot 
tummon food was their conftant fupport, to a fituation which affords 
them a full fupply of meat. ‘The confumption of fuch perfons requires 
more land to fupply them with food than when they lived chiefly 
upon bread, potatoes, and pulfe; and indeed whatever contributes 
to occupy a larger portion of land to any other purpofe than merely 
the neceffaries of life, fuch as corn, confumed by diftilfers, for making 
of ftarch and hair-powder, and the increafed quantity of corn and 
hops made ufe of by brewers, equally tend to leff2n the means of fupply 
as an enlarged number of inhabitants and horfes. 

* The other principal caufe of our great confumption, which [ 
have before ftated, is the great increafe of horfes; and this will 
Plainly appear, when it is confidered what great numbers are kept 
now to what there were fifty years ago; for poft chaifes and ma- 
peek by perfons whofe property is in the public funds ; by opulent 
radefmen and manufacturers, both for riding and carriages; to- 
gether with thofe neceflary for carrying on the increafed trade and 

manufactures of this kingdom; thofe ufed by higglers and errand 


Carts, for fome miles round London ; and others in hackney coaches 
in Landon, Briftol, Birmingham, and Plymouth, 
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‘ To this might be added the number exported (about 2000 an- 
nually), and the mares and colts neceffary to be kept, in order to 
afford a conitant fupply for thefe refpective purpofes, muft be im- 
mente. 

‘ In order to fhew the amazing confumption which is eaufed by 
horfes, I will only ftate one initance, and that is in refpect to the 
number of perfons who might be fupported from what is expended 
on thofe horfes working in the mail coaches. 

‘ From the bett information [ have been able to obtain, the number 
of thefe horfes mutt be near two thoufand; and, as they cannot be 
kept for lefs than twelve fhillings per week each, the confumption 
of one horfe would fupport a iabouring man, his wife, and four 
children; fo that the fum expended on 2000 horfes would be fuf- 
ficient to keep 12,000 perfons: or fuppofe one horfe will confume 
the produce of four acres of land, then it would require 8000 acres 
of Jand to fupport the faid number of horfes. If then the lofs fuf- 
tained to the public by enly fo fmall a part of the horfes thus kept is fo 
great, what muft it be wien all the horfes above defcribed are taken 
into confideration !’ 

His propoied means of remedying the evil are numerous ;—fuch as 
inclofing open lands—draining wet Jands—embanking land from 
the fea—improving moory heaths—and cultivating Nova Scotia! 
leffening the ufe of horfes, and increafing that of black or neat 
cattle, in hefbandry ; and, above all, to make ufe of Kennedy’s Drill 
and Moore’s Plow. ™: 


Art. 43. Letters addrefed to the Mouthly Reviewers for April 1796. 
' By Thomas Tremlett. 8vo. 1s. Johnfon, &c, 


The writer of thefe temperate letters thinks that we have misftated 
the meaning of a pamphlet publifhed by him, entitled, ** Stri@uresm 
a propojed Plan for adopting a Loan,’’ &c. in our No, for April. After 
fome remarks on literary impartiality, which he more particularly 
applies to Reviewers in their examinations of political tracts, he pro- 
duces his charge in thefe terms: 

« ] have been Jed into this train of reflection, by perufing, in your 
Review for April, the animadverfions pafied on my Pamphlet ; wherein 
ycu are pleafed to fay as follows*: ‘* Thefe itri€tures are recom: 
mendations of a plan, propofed by the Author, for enabling the Ad 
miniitration of the prefent day to raife money, without being troubled 
with the difagreeable neceflity of providing for the intereit: Thus 
for every twenty millions which it is propofed to borrow, no interél 
whatever is to be paid for the firft fourteen years; for which fer 
bearance, the holders of this deferred {tock are thenceforward " 
receive a dividend of ten per cent. per ann. for meeting which a 
ditional iucumbrance (fays the planner) from and after that timp 
the Legiflature would only have to provide the needful.?’ 

« Tam rather ata lots, I mult confefs, to difcover from what pue 
of the pamphlet the words in unifon with the idea conveyed by 
paragraph are to be met with. The Taleof the ‘Tub might, indeté 
help you out, by means of Brother Peter; for, fhould not each wo" 
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¢ * See Monthly Review Enlarged, for April, 1796. p. 457° 
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as here ftated, be found to fucceed one the other, it is very poffible, 
that EVERY one of them could be extracted from the performance ; 
altho’ it fo happen, that, by that method of fetcling the difference, the 
real meaning of the author be misftated.’ 

To this charge of misftatement, we can In no way fo properly 
reply as by producing evidence from the work in queftion. ‘The plan 
propofed is faid, in the title page, to be, ‘* for adopting a loan with 
a view of inftituting reverfionary anfuities, or Government dividends 


payable at a future period.”” After having expreffed his hopes that it 


would be replete with beneficial confequences, the author detcribed his 
plan in the following words (p. 17, of Strictures): ‘* The fcheme 
propofed is nearly as follows: To inftitute a loan equal to the full 
expenditere of one year, on terms calculated by arithmetic comput- 
ation of compound intereft, payable to the holders of this flock at 


a reverfionary fixed period, by annuities or dividends, fanCtioned by 


Parliament.”’ 

He afterward makes the following ftatement : 

«© The fum required for this year being eighteen millons, let us 
for the next, fuppofe it may be twenty millions. In lieu of additional 
taxes to that amount, were we to inftitate annuities, to commence 
immediately, to that amount, at the rate of five per cent. yearly, it 
would require, to fulfil that engagement, a conftant additional in- 
cumbrance of the yearly value of ({terling) {£. 1,000,000. 

‘« It is generally admitted, that a fum producing five per cent. per 
annum doubles itfelf in about 14 years ; confequently, annuities to the 
above value, with the condition of commencing at the expiration of 
14 years, would then incur a yearly additional expenditure of (fter- 
ling) £.2,000,c00. For meeting which additional yearly in- 
cumbrance, from and after that time, the Legiflature would only 
have to provide the needful.’’ 

Here then it appears that the charge of misftatement is refted 
folely on the application of the word every, before * twenty millions ;’ 
and it is true that the author, in one part of his performance, does 
fuppofe 20 millions to be beyond the {cope of his propofal : but fuch 
a {uppofition we could not reconcile with his fcheme of in/fituting a 
loan equal to the full expenditure of one year. Whatever might have 
been imagined in the commencement of the war, no one, who.dats 
not voluntarily deceive himfelf, can, in the year 1796, believe 
that 20 millions {or even twice that fum, without the addition 


of the revenue, which the author has not {pecified) will be fufficient - 


to anfwer the full expenditure of a year. We mutt likewife obferve 
that we have not the fmalleft faith in the probability of limitation, 
thould Mr. Tremlett’s plan be once introduced into prattice. If Ad- 
miniftrations can raife money with fo little trouble to themfelves, it is 
to be expected that they will regard the prefent convenience as an 
adequate confolation for the profpeét of future difficulties ; the weight 


of which, it is moft probable, will fall on the fhoulders of fome other’ 


Adminiftration. 

_ In our Review, we did not think it neceffary to notice the par- 
ticular inconfiftencies of a plan which we fo ftrongly difapproved 
in toto: but, being formally called to anfwer to a charge of mif- 
ftatement, we have dwelt mofe on the fubje&t than we otherwife 
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fhould have done. Mr. Tremlett, in his outfet, addreffes to us the 
old maxim, “‘ profit by your opponents.’? We do not, by any means, 
with to confider Mr. Tremlett as our opponent; and efpecially as 
we do not perceive in what manner it will afford us the opportunity 
of deriving ptofit. His arguments in favour of his plan are doubtlets 
extraordinary, but not convincing. We fhall prefent to the reader’s 
notice a fhort {fpecimen of his realoning. As a recommendation for the 
f{peedy adoption of his plan, he urges that, ‘* even the poftponing it 
to a diftant period, when, from intervening caufes the fubject may 
no longer be well able to bear the preffure of accumulated taxes, it 
is prefumed, would be deferring it to a very hazardous time indeed,” 
(p.2g of Striétures). This is certainly not a very hopeful pro- 
{pect : but it offers a good hint to Adminiltration to take the money 
now while it is to be obtained; for that hereafter, the people, fo far 
from being able to advance more capital, may not be able to furnith 
even the intereft. In fumming up the advantages that would refule 
from his plan, he fays, ‘* Could it with propriety be introduced, fo 
as effetually to render for the moment an augmentation of taxes 
needlefs, the clafs of people, who too frequently judge by the pre- 
fent feeling, might with eagernefs exprefs its gratitude to its rulers,” 
(p-43 of Stri€tures). Can even fuch fhost-lived gratitude he either me- 
rited or obtained, by putting off the evil day, on fo hard a condition as 
that of the certainty of its fo fpeedily returning with twofold weight? 


Art. 44. The Hiffory of Two A&s, entitled, An A& for the Safety B 
and Prefervation of His Majefty’s Perfon and Government againft 
treafonable and feditious Practices and Attempts; and An A& for 
the more effectually preventing Seditious Meetings and Affemblies ; 
Including the Proceedings of the Britifh Parliament, and of the 
various Popular Meetings, Societies, and Clubs throughout the 
Kingdom. To which are prefixed, Remarks on the State of 
Parties and of public Opinion, during the Reign of his prefent Mae 
jefty. 8vo. pp. 978. 128, Boards. Robinfons. 1796. 


In this hiftory, are colle&ted all the documents and evidence, from 
the papers on both fides, (whether in favour of or againft the two 
aéts,) which tend in any material degree to explain their meaning and 
confequence, or the ftate of the public mind refpe€ting them. The 
debates on the fubject, in both the Houfes of Parliament, are given 
at lengths; with the examinations on the infult and affault on his 
Majefty’s perfon, in his pafflage to and from the Houfe of Lords on 
the 24th of O&ober 1795; .and likewife an account of the pro- 
ceedings and addreffes of the feveral counties, towns, affociations, 
aod «ne meetings, throughout the kingdom. 

The remarks which are prefixed on the flate of parties and of 
public opinion, during the prefent reign, form a concife and intereft- 
ing hiftory of the different Adminiftrations, and their views, The 
writer principally infifts that republican or democratic principles, in- 
Read of being caught by this country from France, are the natural 
growth and produce of our own country ; which pofition he fupports 
by a variety of faéts and extraéts, chiefly from parliamentary debates, 
of date long anterior to the commencement of the French revolu- 
tion; and the contents of the prefent publication, he obferves, fuf- 
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ficiently prove, * that the moft obnoxious doétrines, which have been 
publicly profefed by the focieties deemed feditious, are not the growth 
of the principles of the French conftitution, are not new in this 
country, but have been repeatedly afferted in parliament, argued in 
publications which it never was deemed neceffary to profecute, and 
maintained with much apparent zeal by men who now rank high in 
the confidence of parliament and the nation.” _ 

In fpeaking of the difaffeQion which has prevailed at diferent times 
during the prefent reign, one of the moft remarkable caules affigned, 
or rather quoted from the Middlefex petition, is, the unjuft treat- 
ment of petitions, by feledting only fuch parts as might be wreked to 
criminate the petitioners, and refufing to hear thofe which might pro- 
cure him redrefs.’’ 

The reader will be enabled to judge of the fentiments and political 
opinions of the author, from the following extract: 

¢ When by the confli&t of opinions which difturbed the peace of the 
community, by the bold refolutions and addreffes of the focieties, and 
by their correfpondence with France, the miniftry thought it their dut 
to interpofe between the conftitution and its opponents; they founded 
the opinions of the public at large, and all bodies of men united in 
refolutions and addreffes expreflive of their veneration for the confti- 
tution under which they had the happinefs to live. So general a teft 
of loyalty, perhaps, was never fo eagerly taken. All this was fair, 
had what appeared upon the furface been of the fame ftuff with what 
lay deep. If adminiltration had been contented with this, the infigni- 
ficance of the republican party would have been fo obvious as to create 
no alarm. But fingular as it may feem, the cry of danger became 
loudeft when actual danger had difappeared. The neceflity and jaf- 
tice of a war with France was [were] firft infinuated and then openly 
avowed. Epithets were invented for every man who thought that 
war might be avoided, that it was unjuft in its principle, and would 
be unfuccefsful in iffue; and that there was that wanting, without 
which no war can be juft, namely, a plain, unequivocal, and fpecific 
obje&. All who ventured to exprefs fuch opinions were Republicans, 
Levellers, or Facobinzs. Of all libels nicknames are the moft atroci- 
ous. They exafperate the paflions; they fteel the hearts of men 
againft one another ; they fupport ignorance and bigotry ; they have 
in all ages been the incitement to injuftice, rapine, and murder.’ 

On the documents and evidence co!le&ed in this ufeful publication, 
it is not neceflary now to comment. In an appendix containing an 
alphabetical lift of the addreffes, thofe paflages are feleéted in which 
the addreffers deviated moft in their expreflions from the accuftomed 
forms ; and a ftatement is given on the whole of the petitions, by 
which it appears that the number of petitions for the bills amounted to 
65, and the number of fignatures as ftated on prefentation, 29,922. 


Pee the bills, the number of petitions 94, and of fignatures 
131,284. 


Art. 45. 4 Examination of Mr. Paine’s Decline and Fall of the Englifh 
Syflem of Finance. In a Letter to a Friend. By Jofeph Smith, 
Barrifler at Law. 8vo. pp. 45. 18. Robinfons. 


Though Mr. Smith is in fome inftances as hypothetical as Mr, 
H 4 


Paine 


Capt .B..-y. 








al 


_——_ 


o on 
’ 2, see 














yo4 Montuiy CaTarocue, Religious and Polemical. 


Paine himfelf, and afflumes equal latitude in playing with figures, 
he offers to the reader feveral pertinent remarks, with the honeft view 
of rebutting thofe which are fo malicioufly exhibited in the Decline 
and Fall of the Englijh Syftem of Finance. There Is, as he very juftly 
tates, a common intereft in {upporting public credit; and, in cafe of 
atual danger or ferious alarm, there cannot be a doubt that every 
expedient would be adopted for the purpofe. ‘The aétual quantity of 
coin in the kingdom, and the proportion that it bears to the bank 
notes in circulation, are circumftances not very eafy to be afcertained: 
but, while no abfolute want of the former is experienced in the pay- 
ment of taxes, and in the tranfactions of bufinefs; and while the latter 
are paid on demand to their full amount; we ought not to allow the 
affertions and vague calculations of a defigning pamphleteer to draw 
us into that kind of fufpicion, the operation of which can alone 
verify his predictions. ‘That the funding fyftem has tended to in, 
creafe very much the burthens of the people, and that its progrefs 
threatens us with great mifchief, are matters about which there is little 
difpute ; yet there is no neceflity for depicting our Situation in worfe 
colours than it really bears. Experience has hitherto proved that we 
are not fo poor as Mr. Paine would perfuade us. We have not felt 
our want of metallic money to the extent that he infinuates, and yet he 
would convince us that we have much lefs than our neceflities require ; 
and, to bring us into the fituation which he wifhes, he would deftroy 
that coufdence or public credit which is the fource of riches, by artfully 
defining it ‘* fufficion afleep:’’ but, as Mr. S. remarks, might he 
not as well define /ove to be hatred afleep, and knowlege to be igna- 
vance afleep, The fattis, Mr. P. fuppofed that much injury may be 
done to Great Britain by founding the tocfin of alarm on the fub- 
jet of finance, and public credit. Inftead of injury, he will do us 
much good, if his remarks lead us to a confideration of our real fitua- 
tion, and to that cautious and wife conduct which it undoubtedly 


demands. Moos 
RELIGIOUS and POLEMICAL. . 


Art. 46. Deif/m traced to one of its principal Sources; or the Corrup- 
tion of Chriftianity the grand Caufe of Infidelity : containing brief 
Reflections on the Subjeét, in a Letter to the Bifhop of Landaft on his 
Jate Work, entitled ** An Apology for the Bible.” In Anfwer to 
Mr. Paine’s Second Part of the Age of Reafon. By J. Coward, 
$vo. pp. grt. 6d. Richardfon. 

Without hefitation, we admit the truth of Mr. Coward’s pofition, 
but we are of opinion that he has treated it in too loofe and defultory 
a@ manner to produce the intended effect on the fons of reafon. His 
object is to exonerate revelation from the opprobrium of inculcating 
irrational and unamiable doétrines ; to fhew that the God of the Scrip- 
tures is a very different Being from the God depiéted in many human 
fyitems, which pretend to deduce their vouchers from the Scriptures ; 
and that the morality which the Old and the New Teftament inculcate 
is of the pureft and moft benevolent kind. So far, fo good. This, 
however, he fhould have done in a more argumentative way ; and he 
fhould have been more cautious in the felection of his expreffions ; for 

Chriftians 








MonTHLy CATALOGUE, Religious and Polemical. 105 


Chriftians who are in the habits of piety, and fermon reading and 
hearing, do not in general weigh the torce and meaning of certain 
words, which, though familiar to their eyes and ears, ttop the deift at 
the very threthold of his inquiries. Moo-y- 
Art. 47. Proverbs, Ecclefiaftics, Wifdem of Solomon, Ecclefiafticus 5 with ’ 

an Introduétory anes 1zmo. pp. 227. 2s. Od. Sewed, 

an. 1790. 

Te Bible haloes a collection of hiftorical, prophetical, and moral 
tracts, very little dependent on or conneéted with each other, it is evi- 
dent that felections may be made with the greateit propriety ; and the 
four books, mentioned in the title of this publication, form a compre- ‘ 
henfive compendium of biblical ethics. A.Av. 


Art. 48. Thomas Paine vindicated. Being a fhort Letter to the 
Bifhop of Landaff on his Reply to Thomas Paine’s Age of Reafon. 
By a Deift. Svo. 1s. Crofby. | 
This letter is given as the fubitance of a few marginal notes made 

with a pencil, while reading the Bifhop of Landaff’s Apology. ‘The 

remarks are curlfory, and abound more with pert and fnappith wit than 
with argument. Chriftianity 1s depreciated as the caule ot poverty, dif- 
trefs, and flavery, while ‘Thomas Paine is aflerted * infinitely to excel 
all other men, the author ever knew or read of, for judgment, acutene/s, 
feience, anecdote,and fancy; for he is a fine poet.’ This deilt politel 

tells the Bifhop that it 1s well Mr. Paine did not fudy the New Sefta- 
ment, for then he would have dJothered him {till more; and, as the Bifho 

concludes his Apology with wifhing that Mr. Paine maybecome aChrif- 
tian, this vindicator, that he may not be behind-haad with him in good 
wifhes, finifhes his letter with fincerely hoping that Bifhop Watfon 

‘may become a partaker of that faith in Deifm which is the founda- 

tion of his happinefs in this world, and of all his hopes in another.’ 

We leave the Bifhop te thank him. Moo-y. 


Art. 49. Odjervations on our Lord’s Condu& as a Divine Inftrufor : 
and on the Exceilence of his moral Character. By William Newe 
come, D,D. Archbithop of Armagh. The 2d Edition correéted. 
8vo. 7s. Boards. Johnfon. 1795. 

In our Ixviiith vol. p. 479, we gave an account of this very va- 
luable work, which then made its firit appearance iw quarto. In its 
prefent reduced form and price, there can be no doubt that it will meet 


with a welcome reception from every true friend to rational and ge- 
nuine Chriitianity. 


Art. 50. Brief RefieGions on the Eloquence of the Pulpit, (occafioned 
by a Pamphlet entitled «* Remarks on a Sermon preached on the 
Faft Day, 1795, by the Rev. J. Gardiner,’’ in which, among 
others, are confidered the Sentiments of Dr. Gregory, Dr. John- 
fon, and Dr. Blair. By the Rev, John Gardiner, Reétor of Brailf. 
ford, &c. in the County of Derby, and Curate of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, Taunton. 8vo. pp.67. 1s. 6d. Rivingtons. 

We perfectly agree with the author of this pamphlet in thinking that 

* the ftate of pulpit eloquence in this country has long been defervedly 

the fubje& of complaint.” We are fenfible that Englifh preachers, 

when they have avoided the extravagances of fanaticifm, have com- 


monly 
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monly been too cold and inanimate, both in their compofition and 
delivery, to merit the appellation of orators. ‘They have relied more 
on found fenfe and folid argument, than on flowers of rhetoric and 
varied tones of {pcech. Had they, without neglecting the former, 
paid more attention to the latter, they would certainly have approach- 
ed nearer to the perfection of manly and genuine cloquence. We are 
by no means gertain, however, that their defeéts would be corre&ed 
by fending them to the fchool of Boffuet and Saurin, of Bourdaloue 
and Maffillon. ‘his, however, is Mr. Gardiner’s opinion. . In con. 
tradi@iion to Dr. Gregory, who, after having gone through the 
drudgery of perufing all the moft celebratec of the french preachers, 
afferts that, except a fermen or two by Mafiillon, there are fearcely any 
of them which deferve to be compared with the Englifh preachers, 
or even to be read at all, and imputes to them great incorre@nefs of 
tafte, and poverty of matter; Mr. Gardiner afcribes to them fyb- 
limity, vigour, elegance, animation, and pathos, and undertakes to 
fupport the opinion of Dr: Blair, ‘* that a perfect model of pulpit elo- 
quence might be formed from an union of French earneftnefs and 
warmth with Englifh accuracy and reafon.’? The pamphlet is written 
with vivacity, and in a diffufe and declamatory ttyle, which thews 
under what mafters the writer has itudied. We cannot think, how. 
ever, that the fubje&t is difcuffed with philofophical precifion, nor that 
the publication is likely to produce any material alteration in the Eng- 
lith mode of preaching. E 

‘ 


POETRY, €&c. 


Art. 51. Poems on various Subjeés. By Charles Licyd. 8vo 
pp. 104. 28. 6d. Boards. Law. 1795. 

Amid the number of infipid peems which we are obliged to read, 
we feel no fmall degree of pleafure when we chance to meet with one 
which we can jufily praife. In the collection before us, we are happy 
todifcover many marks of genius, a glow of imagination, and an 
originality of thought, which are not very common among the poets 
of the prefent age. The verfification is fometimes harmonious, fre- 
quently carelefs, but always fpirited. One of the happief of the 
productions is the following Addrefs toa Cottage: 

« Hail, facred fcene of fimple joy, 
The little ruftic cottage hail ! 
Such as I oft have chanc’d to {py 
In far off folitary vale. 


‘ I know thee by thy whiten’d wall, 
Thy lowly roof of warmeft thatch, 
Thy thadowy arm, thy cafement fmall, 
Thy humble door and fimple latch. 
+ I know thee by thy garden neat, 
Where many a [an] ufeful herb is feen, 
Where wall-flowers yield an odour {weet, 
And woodbines twine with jas’mines green. 
« Tail ruftic cot! thy namelefs roof 
Each focial virtue oft has known, 
“« Of Faith and Love the matchlefs proof,’’ 
Thy little tenement has fhewn. 


15 ‘ A happy 
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¢ A happy Hufband’s calm retreat 
For tate has given a partner dear; 
A happy Father’s tranquil feat—— 
For beauteous babes are {miling there. 


« There Peace affords a purer joy 
Than Luxury could e’er difpenfe ; 

There court'y vices ne’er annoy 

The ignorance of Innocence. 


* There, if the fyftematic fchool 
No fophift laws for life ena& 
To chain the tree-born mind to rule——. 
The native feelings teach to act. 


¢ Affection fills the guilelefs heart, 
Each knows that happinefs is dear, 
And fimple Nature tries t? impart 
That blifs to every object near. 
© Hail ruftic cot! thy frugal board 
Still may thy happy tenants {pread, 
Ne’er may they court the mifer’s hoard 
While bleft with peace and honeft bread. 
¢ May Virtue ever dweil with thee, , 
And Nature’s pure fenfations blefs, 
May pain ne’er rife——to agony, 
Nor even pleafure——to' exceis.’ 


Mr, Lloyd feems to be fond of contemplating the fublime and awe 
ful fcenes of Nature, and accordingly his Ode addreffed to Kefwick 
Lake in Cumberland contains much bold imagery: but, like mof 
compofitions of that fort, it is wild and obfcure. How far poetic en- : 
thufiafm may juttify a writer, when he is fo fublime as to be almoft 7 
unintelligible, we pretend not to determine: but nothing feems fo | 
contrary to the nature of poetry, as a familiarity of expreffion bor- \ 
dering on the low and vulgar, of which the foilowing lines are an 
example: 

‘ Ah! as thy varying f{cene I mark, 
What cloud-clad rocks, what mountains huge appear ; | 





Here Gowdar frowns, with Skiddaw in its rear, 
A vaft ftupendous mafs !’ 


The author’s tranflations from Petrarch are by no means a juft re- 
prefentation of the original, Although we cannot charge hin witha 
want of fenfibility, he feems to have no conception of the tender pathos 
and elegant diltrefs which, in fo remarkable a manner, characterife i 
the writings of the Italian poet. Of his original fonnets, we ‘hall: 
copy the third as a favourable {fpecimen. 


‘ (Written at Exmouth, Devon ) 
‘ The fleecy clouds that veil the evening tky 
Sail flowly o’er the white refleting main ; | 
On whofe calm breaft the breeze forgets to figh, , 
And yields to filence thro’ the fober {cene. 
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¢ The diftant hills, where each bright tint was feen 
Of cultivation, hide their downy heads 
Beneath the dewy cloud that floats ferene, 
And on their forms a mifty thadow fheds, 


« Now on the fleeping wave a vermeil hve 
Is foft reflected from the glowing weft, 
Where with flow ftep meek eve retires from view, 
And leaves the world to melancholy reft. 
* In fuch a profpect Fancy can impart 
‘he magic charin that fooths an aching heart.” _ 
Of the flory of Ofwald we thall fay little, as we confefs ourfelve: 
unable to comprehend the defign of the author in introducing a cha- 
ratter which, we fhould fuppofe, could not exit in the prefent fiate of 
fociety ; or, if it did exit, deferves little of our compafiion. ‘This 
author’s fentiments are, in general, favourable to religion and mo- 
rality ; and he might weil afpire to the character of a poet, if, to his 
native warmth of imagination, he united a greater power of difcrimi- 
nation and feleciion, and a tafle more cultivated and correct. ‘Thefe 
attainments, if, as we hear, he be a young writer, he may in due 
time acquire. 


Art. 52. Sketches in Verfe, with Profe Iluftrations, 8vo. pp. 156. 
4s. Boards. Cadell jun. and Davies. 1796. 

Though thefe fketches are not devoid of poetical ideas, yet they 
are not wrought either with that felicity of genius, or that correctne(s 
of tafte, which can entitle them to dittinétion among the numerous 
productions of the mufe. Amid the varicty of fubjeéts which they 
comprife, the writer feems to fuecced belt in the defcriptive and pie- 
tureique. We thall copy a piece of that kind asa fpecimen: 

‘ EcyptTrian Ope, 
¢ Where bofom-thrilling tranfports glow, 
We oft obferve the intruder Woe ! — 


‘ Bee tufted Faioum breathe delight 
From rofe-trees kindling on the fight, 
From orange-blooms, or tamarind- bowers, 
Or the pomegranate’s fcarlet flowers, 
And loftier palms, that wave between 
Their foliage of a deeper green, 
Relieving the bright azure fkies 
Where fcarce a rainy vapour flies ; 

While thro’ the fragrance as it blows 

A ftream of liquid amber flows, 

While neftles many a gurgling dove 
Within the bofom of the grove, 

And from the fhade on fable wings 

With crimfon ftrip’¢ —the flamen {prings, 
And the plum’d oftrich on the fands, 

Or pelican majeftic ftands. 

‘ To cool the fun’s meridian beams, 
There fruits refrefhing kifs the ftreams, 


Or 
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Or blufhing to eve’s purple ray 
Amid the breezy verdure play— 
As its leaves fhade each filver fluice 
The pulpy water-melon’s juice, 
To eager thirft delicious balm; 
And fugary dates that crown the palm. 
« Yet from the rocks that fkirt the wood, 
Fell tigers bound, to thirf on blood ; 
Yet the wide-water’d iandicapes fmile, 
Where lurks the treacherous crocodile ; 
And, ere the melting fruit we grafp, 
Death-doom’d, we feel the envenom’d afp, 
« Then hail my Albion’s hoary coaft, 
Where, tho’ no fcenes Ely fium boait, 
We court not temperate joys in vain, 
Nor thrill’d by blifs, nor ftung by pain,’ 

OF the il//uPrations, one of the molt fingular is a piece of argument 
in favour of the vulgar notion of apparitions, chiefly founded on the 
fupport which it feems to receive from the Scriptures. It is backed 
by a ffory. Another note illu(trates the regard paid to family, and de- 
fends the juftice of it on Horace’s fuppofition of ** Fortes creantur 


fortibus & bonis.” Such is the writer’s philofophy ! Au. 


Art.53. The Spleen, aad other Poems, by Matthew Green, with a 
prefatory Efflay. By J. Aikin, M.D. fmall 8vo. pp. 94. 
ss. Cadell jun, and Davies. 

Of Mr. Green’s poem entitled ** the Spleen,’’ we may fay decies 
repetita placebit. Often as we have read it, we could not have it pre- 
fented to us in this elegant edition without reperufing it; nor have we 
found it lefs amufing, lefs anti-fpleeneric, than in times of yore. * No 
man (as Dr. Atkin remarks in the Effay prefixed) ever thought more 
copioufly, or with more originality, than Green; no man ever lefs 
fell into the beaten track of common-place idzas and expreffions; and 
he often affords more food to the underftanding or imagination in a 
line or couplet than common writers in half a page.’ For this reafon 
he is well entitled to the honour of republication, and to a place in 
the library among our real poets. 

The other poems are, The Epigram on Echard’s and Burnet’s Hifo- 
ries; The Sparrow and Diamond, afong; The Seeker; Verfes on Bars 
ciay’s Apology for the Quakers; and The Grotto. All except the laft 
are in Dodiley’s Colle¢tion. This poem, entitled se Grotto, is called 
by the Editor the moit fingular of Mr. Green’s poems. At its firft 
compofition it was printed but not publifhed. It was occafioned by 
the erection of a grotto, or, as Pope calls it, a 4ermitage, in Richmond 
Gardens by Queen Caroline, and committed to the cuitody of Stephen 
Duck. lt was written ‘* under the name of Peter Drake, a fither- 
man of Brentford :’’ but the author, in the thoughts and language of 
his poem, has not in the leaft attended to his aflumed character. A 
btherman would not refleé fo deeply as to call Abdies * royal eguivas 
leats for vice ;’ tell the heathen deities that 


« They 
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* They muft (or grow in difrepute ) 
With earth’s firft commoners recruit ;’ 
nor defcribe the bigot as confined to look only one way—* througii 
blinkers of authority.? 74e Grotto contains the fingular reflections of 
the author of The Spleen, and is a valuable addition to his other 
poems. When we confider the vigor, liberality, and fprightlinefs of 
his conceptions, we lament that his remains are included in fo {mall 
avolume. This edition is decorated with three engravings. 


Art. 54. Poems. By Lady Tuite. 12mo. pp.199. 1038. 6d, 
Boards. Cadell jun. and Davies. 1796. 

Though there is nothing in this collection which can claim the 
title of poetry in the higher fenfe of the word, yet the expreffion of a 
variety of juft and elegant fentiments, in eafy and flowing verfe, may 
afford pleafure and initroétion to readers, efpecially of the fair fex, to 
whom the greater part of the pieces are direfted. ‘The fubjedts are 
almolt entirely moral and fentimental, and many of them have a pen- 
five caft, apparently derived from fome circumftances in the writer’s 
fituation. The price afixed to the volume feems alfo to denote that 
its fale is an objeét of fome confequence* ; and we heartily with that 
it may anfwer the purpofe of its publication. The dedicatary epiltle 
prefixed to the Countefs of Moira is figned by Lady Tuite as her 


niece. 


Art. 55. Mifcellaneous Poems by Mrs. J. Pilkington. 2 Vols. 12mo. 
10s. 6d. Boards. Cadell jun. and Davies. 1796. | 
This lady begins with a fuppliant addrefs to the Gentlemen Re- 
eiewers, which, 1f we were made of much ‘* fterner ftuff’’ than we 
are confcious of being, could fcarcely fail of mollifying us:—but 
what, alas! can we do? So abundant has been the crop of poetry in 
this laft feafon, that, unlefs we can recommend a particular product 
for its fuperior tafle and flavour, we fear that our readers will turn 
from it with indifference or loathing; and being fworn caterers for 
the public, how can we pafs on them Dutch plaice for turbot, or Elder 
wine for Burgundy? The truth is that Mrs. P.’s poems are what the 
French call wers de fociété; which, we doubt not, pafled agreeably 
enough among thofe to whom they were addreffed, and in the little fur- 
rounding circle, but have certainly no other claim to public notice 
than that which benevolence to their author may afford. 


Art. 56. Cowley’s Hiffory of Plants, a Poem in fix Books; with 
Rapin’s Difpotition of Gardens, a Poem in four Books; tranjlated 
from the Latin; the former by N. Tate, and others; the latter by 
James Gardiner. 12mo. 33. 6d, fewed. Smeeton, &c. 1795. 
Cowley’s botanic poem is well known, and is certainly, in man 
refpects, a work of merit :—Monf. Rapine’s poetic inftruétions rela- 
tive to the art of defigning, or /aying out (as was formerly the ex- 
preflion) pleafure grounds, with the management of orchards, &c. 
has likewife met with numerous admirers. With refpeét to the pre- 
fent revival of thefe agreeable and inftructive produétions, the Editor 





* This, however, is faid merely on conjecture. 
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odferves that ‘ To thofe who ftudy nature in what intimately pertains 
to the health and delight of mankind, thefe poems will be found to 
convey the Urile and Dulce ina very ample degree. Compatted alfo, 
and furnithed with Indexes, their important contents become more 
obvious, and of courle more eftimable with the public ; and thus to- 
gether they will probably meet with the fame ditting uifhed marks of 
favour and approbation, which they have feverally received in the 
periods in which they were written.’ 


Art. 57. Converfation: a Didaétic Poem, in three Parts. By Wil- 
liam Cooke, Efg. 4to. 38.64. Edwards. 1796. 

This is not the firft time that the art of converfation has been made 
the fubject of a poem. An effay on this topic, by the late Mr. Stil- 
lingfleet, is printed in the firft vol. of Dodiley’s Colleétion of Poems, 
which is not without its merit, though lefs methodical than the pre- 
fent piece. Whether the power of converfing agreeably can at all be 
taught as an art, and whether, if it can, verfe be fo good a vehicle 
for its rules as profe, are confiderations that it would be unfair to 
urge on the didactic poet ; whofe choice of a fubjeét is, in faét, al- 
ways dictated by the idea of its giving {cope to his own genius, rather 
than by notions of utility as refpecting the reader. The topic here 
felected is evidently one of thofe which beft fuit the grave and middle 
ftyle of poetry; in which, clear and natural exprefflion, a neat and 
energetic manner of turning a fentence, and a regular flow of harmo- 
nious verfification, are the characteriltic excellencies. To fupport a 
ftrain of this kind, for any length, is certainly no mean talent; and 
efpecially to avoid finking into profe, and yet to reject all thofe fiff, 
laboured, and {trained modes of expreflion which are fo apt to occur 
to the fearcher of what is new and uncommon, is a qualification that 
ought to be valued in proportion to its rarity. 

Of the three parts into which the poem before us is divided, the 
firft two chiefly turn on negative rules for converfation—or the things 
to be avoided ; which, indeed, are the moft reducible to precept. 
The third touches on the qualities which render converfation brilliant 
and entertaining; and a general eulogy on the caim and rational 
pleafures {pringing from this fource concludes the whole. j 

Much good fenfe and good morality are to be found in the courfe 
of this work ; yet we cannot affirm that its maxims are impreffed with 
extraordinary force or peculiar clegance. The gencral tone of the 
ityle and verfification may be judged by the following fpecimen, taken 
from the beginning of the third part : 


‘ Come then, let Wir in its beft form appear, 
Gay without loofenefs, frank, tho’ not fevere, 
Inclin’d to laugh, yet rous’d at wifdom’s voice, 
The firft to aid her councils and rejoice. 

When wit thus comes, array’d with every grace, 
It keeps due feafons—dignity —and place ; 
Spreads every charm, when bofoms jointly fhare 
The glow of fancy and contempt of care, 

But checks the ftrain, and takes an humbler tone, 
Before the vulgar—or unletter’d drone, 


Play’d 
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Play’d off to fuch, like whifp’ring, wit’s ill bred, 
In both they’re ignorant of what is faid. 

« Lo! Raitvery trips it from the fame gay {chool, 
Unaw’'d by forms, or fyllogiitic rule, 
Yet fure to pleale, addreffed with proper {kill, 
Let plodding taikers {purn it as they will ; 
Not that, which, {narling, worries all it meets, 
— That mob-like education of the {treets— 
Nor that which probes, infidioufly, to find 
The fecret failings of a neighbour’s mind. 
True raillery takes a more exalted line, 
And {corns by mean—unworihy arts to fhine. 
Amutfed, it frolics with an harmlefs tongue, 
And laughs at follies from good. nature {prung, 
Or fets tome virtue in a different view, 
By different lights, to fhew what’s virtue’s due ; 
Or fir’d by fancy of ingenious birth, 
—Whilft it reveres the favourite fons of worth— 
Mocks them for errors, which the world proclaims, 
Are the reverfe of what adorn their names: 
Truth thus reftrained, recoils with novel praife, 
And gilds obliquely with reflected rays, 

¢ To wit and raillery’s ‘* {pirit ftirring drum,’’ 
Come Anecpvore! with all thy races, come! 
Now giving facts to light th’ hittoric page, 
Which fcap’d the critic’s eye, or writer’s age, 
Or now defcribing, in thy humorous way, 
Some fprightly ftory of the modern day, 
Something which meets ‘* the cunning of the fcene,”” 
Unmix’d with malice—petulance— or {pleen. 
Such cull’d with tafte, and not by ufe grown ftale, 
In powers of entertaining feldom fail, 
Relieve the grave —to mirth its rites afford, 


And crown the fparkling glafs, and hofpitable board.’ A 
LA W. 


Art. 58. Report of Cafes argued in the Courts of Common Pleas and 


Exchequer Chamber, trom Michacimas Term 32 Geo. 3+ 1791, 00 
Hilary Term 36 Geo. 3. 1796, both inclufive. With Tables of 
the Cafes and principal Matters. By Henry Blackftone of the 
Middle Temple. Vol. lI. Folio. pp. 650. 21. 2s. Bound. 


Butterworth. 1796. 
We are forry to learn, from Mr. Blackftone’s advertifement, that 


the prefent volume completes his undertaking, and that the public are 
to expect no more reports from his pen. Of his merit asa Reporter we 
have * before given our opinion; and we have only now to obferve 
that the fecond volume is in no refpeét inferior to the firft, but fhews 
an equal degree of accuracy and judgment. We hear that Mr. Abra- 








and vol, xil. p. 95. 
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* See M. Rev. vol. xxx. p. 360.549. N.S. vol. iii. p. 335 
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ham Moore, of the Inner Temple, is engaged in the continuation of 


this ufeful undertaking. SR. 


Art. 59. 4 Syftem of the Law of Marine Infurance, with three Chap- 
terson Bottomry, on Infurances on Lives, and on Infurances againit 
Fire. By James Allan Park, of Lincoln’s Inn, Efq. Barrifter at 
Law. The third Edition, reviled and enlarged. Royal 8vo. pp. G00. 
13s. 6d. Boards. Butterworth. 1796. 

In our Ixxxth Volume, p. 344. we gave a fomewhat detailed account 
of the nature and plan of the prefent publication, and beftowed on it 
that praife which its merits appeared to us fo juftly to demand. The 
econd edition was alfo noticed in our viith Vol. N.S. p. 453, and we 
there mentioned the improvements and additions which had been ju- 
dicioufly introduced by Mr. aris. On the prefent occafion he has 
made fome farther alterations, and has inferted the various important 
cafes on the fubject of infurance, which have been decided in the 
Courts of King’s Bench and Common Pieas, fince the former impref- 
fion was publifhed ;—he has alfo increafed the value of his work by 
the addition of many manualcript cafes. 

Art. 60. The Pra&ice of the Courts of King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas. By Baker John Sellon, Eiq. Barritter at Law. In two 
Volumes, Vol. Ii. 8vo. pp. 800. 12s. 6d. Butterworth. 1796. 
In the firit volume of this uleful work, which we noticed in our xth 

Vol. N.S. p. 216, and in our xvth Vol. p. 470, the author treated 

of the method of condutting a {uit from its commencement to execu- 

tion in all common perfonal actions, where the final judgment of the 
court is obtained, either on demurrer, or after a nonfuit or verdiG :— 

‘ But it often happens,’ (as Mr. Sellon obferves in bis preface to the 

volume before us,) ¢ that iffue is joined on the exiltence of fome matter 

of record, which is to be tried, not by a jury, but by the record itfelf; 
frequently too, one of the parties checks the progrefs of the caufe, 
either by fuffering judgment by default, or confefing the action, and 
thereby the proceedings are diverted into a different channel, There 
are alfo certain peculiarities of proceeding attached to certain aétions, 

Otherwile common in their nature, occafioned by the fituation or charac- 

ter of the parties to the fuit ; fuch as actions againit peers, members o 

parliament, by or againt attornies, againit prifoners, andthe like. Again, 

other actions have particular proceedings belonging to them, not onac- 
count of any fingularity in the fituation or character of the parties, but 
from the peculiar nature of the action itfelf; fuch as ejcment, replevin, 
and fire facias; amongit which alfo may be reckoned rea/ aétions. 

There are laftly, various heads of pratiice, generally applicable to all 

cafes, and to which it is often neceilary to refort, as arbitration, habeas 

corpus, outlawry, prohibition, difcontinuance, error, cofis, am@dments and 

Jeofails.” The different modes of proceeding, in all the above cafes, 

form the contents of the fecond volume. The prefent publication 

proceeds avowedly on the plan of Mr. Crompton’s Book on the fame 
fubje&, for which it is intended as a {ubfticute: but ‘certain traits 

(according to Mr. Sellon) will be found peculiar to this book of 

practice.” That which diftinguithes the prefent from all fimilar 

works is ftated by the author, in the following paflage in his preface 
to the firft volume: 


Rev, Sepr, 1796. I a 
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‘ All the pofitive practical dire€tions, pointing out what is to be 
done, how, when, and where, which may be termed the mere routine 
of bufinefs, are printed, for diftinétion’s fake, in italics ; fo that the 
practitioner may, at one glance, difcover how to proceed. The ad. 
judged cafes, immediately applicable to each ftage of the proceedings, 
are afterwards arranged in due order, ferving as a comment upon the 
text. Again, the work is divided into chapters, and the chapters fub. 
divided wiih diftinét heads, to which letters are annexed, as marks of 
reference, upon the principle adopted in Comyns’s Digeft. To the 
cafes cited, not only the name of the reporter, but of the cafe itfelf, is 
fubjoined. Whenever, therefore, any dum or affertion ftands unfup. 
ported by authority, the reader is advifed to pay no more attention 
to it than he thinks it merits. Laftly, at the end of the [ prefent} 
volume will be [is] added an appendix, (to which, in the firft part, 
frequent references are made,) which contains as well obfervations 
upon the praétice, the hiltory, and origin thereof, and the difference, 
in many cafes, between the antient and modern proceedings; as alfo, 
the forms of writs, notices, and the like; and fuch other remarks as 
may be ufeful to the fudent, but which, had they been interfperfed 
throughout the body of the work, might have occafioned too many 
interruptions and digreffions.’ 

This Appendix, among many other ufeful particulars, contains the 
imtroduction to Mr. Compton’s Book, which has always been attri. 
buted, and we believe truly, tothe pen of Mr. Juftice Buller, 

Such are the contents of thefe two volumes; in the courfe of which 
Mr. Sellon has difcovered much patient refearch, and has given much 
ufeful information, Indeed we are of opinion that his work poffeffes 
more pofitive merit, and is liable to fewer objections, than any other 
jimilar work of an equal extent. By this obfervation we mutt not be 
fufpected of alluding to Mr. Tidd’s work, which is of a very dif. 
ferent defcription from the prefent, and which confines its confidera, 
tion to the praétice of the Court of King’s Bench. Of the particular 
merit cf this latter work, which we eftimate very highly, we thall be 
happy to fpeck when the ingenious author has completed his arduous 
undertaking. 

Art.6:. The Law of Tenures ; including the Theory and PraGice 
of Copyholds. By the late Lord Chief Baron Gilbert. The 
fourth Edition corre&ted ; with an Hiftorical Introdution on the 
Feudal Syftem, and copious Notes and Iliuftrations, by Charles 
Watkins, Efq. Author of an Effay on the Law of Defcents, &e. 
Royal 8vo. pp. 560. 10s, 6d. Butterworth. 1796 
The author whom Mr. Watkins has here chofen to illuftrate fa. 

voured the world with many ufeful and learned produ@tions, among 

which the prefent performance was always highly efteemed. We 
are informed, in the preface to this edition, that Mr. W, ¢ has been 
anxious to add to the utility of the work; and by pointing out more 
immediately the principles on which the doétrines advanced are efts- 
blifhed, and by the addition of references, to enable the ftudent more 
eafily to purfue his refearches.’—He has very fully accomphfhed this 
defign ; and the reader will find in the notes, which are numerous and 

extenfive, and in the introduction, much appofite and defirable m- 

formatiog 
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formation regarding the feudal fyftem. We could have withed, in- 
deed, that the introduction, which profeffes to give, and does give, an 
hifttorical view of that fyftem, had been written with a greater atten- 
tion to plainnefs and perip:cuity, and with lefs atfeCtation of thofe or- 
naments which deform rather than improve a cida¢tic compofition. — 
The editor acknowleges his obligation ¢ to Mr. Hargrave for his 
kind communication of the Chief Baron’s MS. Hiltory of the Feud, 
from which he has been enabled to correct many paflages in the pre- 
fent work, and to enrich his pages with fome obfervations of the very 
learned author, with which, ull now, the Profeflion has not been 


prefented.’ S.R.- 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


Art. 62. The Hiffory of the Ife of Wight; Military, Ecclefiaftical, 
Civil, and Natural: To which is added a View of its Agriculture. 
By the Rev. Richard Warner. 8vo. pp. 350. 63. Boards. 
Cadell jun. and Davies. 1795. 

The numerous accounts and hiftories of which the public are in 
pofteffion, refpeing the charming little Ifland of Wizht, would feem to 
have precluded the compilement of an additional volume on the fame 
fubject ; and fo far as relates to its military, ecclefiattical, and civil 
hittory, the volume before us might have been {pared ; though, asa 
compendium, it may ferve to entertain thofe who are not in poffeffion 
of more ample details. In what is faid of the natural hiftory of the 
ifland, Mr. Warner has a better claim to attention, as he frequently 
{peaks from his own perfonal examinations; though, ftrange to relate 
of a modern naturalilt, even here he has frequent recourfe to antient 
writers. We will give a fpecimen of his abilities with refpect to this 
branch of knowlege, in what he fays of Gryllus Gryllotalpa, or the 
Mole Cricket : 

‘ The only infect of any curiofity, which my occafional walks through 
the ifland have given me an opportunity of difcovering, is the 
gryllus talpa, or mole-cricket. ‘The character and manners of this 
Inttle creature, which is perfectly inoffenfive, are well deferving no- 
tice, particularly as its homely, and indeed hideous figure, is apt to 
excite emotions of dread and abhorrence, neither of which need be 
entertained againit it. The only one I have feen in this part of 
Hampfhire occurred in a wet meadow in the heart of the ifland. Ie 
had been dug up by a lad who was grouting for earth-worms; and 
had filed him with aftonifhment and apprehenfion. ‘The fpade was 
ju lifted for dividing the harmlefs infeét in twain, when my prefence 
and intreaty prevented the meditated blow. On examining this in- 
fect, it appeared to be of a very dark brown color, and little more 
than two inches in length. Its body was fealy; furnithed with wo 
long, pointed wings, and as macy hairy tails. The moft remarkable 
parts about it, however, were the fore-feet, which have fome refem- 
blance to a human hand, and are admirably formed for making thofe 
lubterraneous excavations wherein the animal refides, and depofits its 
eggs. Strong, webbed, and a little incurvated, the mole-cricket 
works with its paws at a prodigious rate, and will burrow its way 
through a whole ridge of leguminous plants, (of the roots of which it 
's very fond,) in the courfe of a fingle night. With thefe in%ruments, 

Iz alfo, 
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alfo, its neat habitation (which is a room about the fize of an hep’; 
egg) is quickly formed and guarded with various winding paflages, 
and curious approaches to it. ‘This domicilium is generally, in the 
fummer time, placed within fix inches of the furface of the ground, 
and herein the female lays her eggs, from one hundred to one hundred 
and fifty; but towards winter, inflinct, ever faithtul to its office, in. 
forms the little being that in order to fecure his tender oxspring he 
muft get deepcr into the foil, and retire from the influence of the 
froft, Again therefore he fets to work, and in a fhort time completes 
with his little webbed feet, a commodious hybernaculum, about four. 
teen inches below the furface of the ground. Hither he retires with 
his family, and patiently waits for the return of genial funs, and 
warmer feafons, when he again takes pcfledfion of his fummer abode, 

‘ The chief food of the mole-cr.cket confifts of roots and vegetables, 
for which he fometimes travels at night, by the affiitance of his wings, 
to a confiderable diftance. Before morning he generally returns to 
his fubterraneous habitation, and, wonderful! to tell! is found (by the 
minute inveftigations of naturalifts and anatomifts) to be employed 
there during the day chiefly in rasinatinxg, or chewing the cud.’ 

in the general view of the agriculture of the Ifle of Wight, we find 
little cither to infiructortoentertain. It is done after the manner of 
the Board of Agriculture, and is in courfe an imitation; and this by 
a hand untutored in the difficult art of agricultural furvey ; which re- 
quires great praCtical knowlege, not only of agriculture, but of the va 
rious fubjects with which it is infeparably connected, 

Mr. W., we believe, wiil not be oitended if we fay that he is a 
much better antiquary than farmer; and we prefer the account of the 
embankment of Grading-haven, which he has extracted from Sir R, 
Woriley’s Litt. of the ifle of Wight *, to any other part of his agzi- 
cultural report.—A map of the ifland is prefixed to this volume. jf 
Art. 63. Some Oljirvations on that Dijtemper in Timber called the Dry 

Rot. sSvo. 28. Jonnfon. 

This infecicus diftemper of timber, for fuch it is deemed by thof 
who fpeak and write on it, is become a popular topic, and it is not 
our intention to damp an inquiry which may be productive of public 
benefit; even though the fubje&t of 1 fhould prove to be, in itfelf, 
unfounded. As far, indeed, as our experience goes, (and it is not in- 
confiderable,) we have no reafon to believe that anv fuch diftemper 
of timber, as an infectious or dry rot, exilts. We have never per- 
ceived a decay of timber in buildings, the caufe of which might not 
be traced to moiffure, cither internal or external; and we find nothing 
in the iirictures before us to alter our opinion. 

The infedtioufnels of ground, which the author of this well written 
pamphlet mentions, we believe to be nothing more than the natural 
dampneis of fituation; and the infeclioufnels of old houfes to be 
owing to the moiiiure which the walls and timbers have imbibed during 
a ftate of negleét; and which, after the houfe is repaired, is commu: 
nicated to the frefh timbers that are laid in. 

It is pofible, however, that there may be fome certain fpecies of 
fungus, or other cryptogamian plant, of which the feeds are capable 





* See Rev. vol. Ixvi, pe 33. 
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of taking root on coming into contaét with dry wood ; and which, by 
drawing moifture from the atmofphere, and conveying it inwardly by 
means of its roots, may thus produce a decay :—but we have met 
with nothing, in our experience, to favour fuch an idea; nor has any 
one, we believe, attempted to eltablifh fuch a theory. Mars. 


Art. 64. Te Lounger’s Common- place Book; or, Mifcellaneous Anec- 

dotes. A Biographic, Political, Literary, and Satirical Compila- 

tion: Anew Edition, correéted and augmented with a confiderable 

Number of new Articles. 8vo. 2 Vols. 14s. Boards. Kerby, 

&e. 1796. ” 

In our account of the former edition of the firft of thefe volumes *, 
we briefly remarked that thefe ‘ anecdotes are chiefly biographical 
and charatteriftic as well of the living as the dead, who are all treat- 
ed with equal freedom ; that the author often adds fome pertinent re- 
fleftions ; and that in this extenfive range we are frequently and very 
unexpectedly drawn atide from one fubject to another :”’ to which it 
may be added, that in moft of thefe excurfions we are amufed (and 
not unprofitably) with the good fenfe and acutenefs of his remarks. 
The fame general obfervation may be applied to the prefent edition ; 
in which we have noted many new articles. ‘The author profefles to 
have revifed and corrected as well as augmented his collection; and 
we think we have obferved the marks of real improvement in a va- 
riety of particulars +. On the whole, it mult be acknowleged that in 
recurring to this publication, in its improved ftate, we have met with 
frefh entertainment, and fome new information. The author is an 
agreeable ftory-teller and a good writer. 


Art. 65. Modern Gulliver’s Travels. Lilliput: being a new Fourney to 
that celebrated Iland: containing a faithful Account of the Man- 
ners, Characters, Cuftoms, Religion, Laws, Politics, Revenue, { 
Taxes, Learning, General Progrefs in Arts and Sciences, Drefs, 3 
Amufements, and Gallantry of thofe famous Little People, from the i 
Year 1702, when they were firit difcovered and vifited by Captain 
Lemuel Gulliver, the Father of the Compiler of this Work, to the 
prefent Aira, 1796. By Lemuel Gulliver, jun. 12mo. pp. 226. 
3s. Boards. Chapman. 1796, 

A medley of extravagance and abfurdity, deftitute of every cha- 

racter which might entitle it to be confidered as a fequel to Swift’s 

Voyage to Lilliput. ‘The writer occafionally introduces a fort of po- 

litical fatire, which bears no greater relemblance to the wit and hu- 

mour of the former Gulliver, than * the grating of a dry wheel on 

an axle tree’? to the mufic produced by the hand of a mafter on a 

well-tuned inftrument. 


Art. 66. Memoirs of the Life, Chara@er, Experiences, and Miniftry of 
the late Rev. William Thompfon, of Bofton in Lincolnfhire ; who died 





* Rev. N.S, vol. vill, p. 403. We alfo took fome notice of the 
2d vol. in Rev. vol. xii. p. 113. 

t Wecannot, however, aver that every obje&tion which was formerly 
made to this mifcellaneous produétion is entirely removed: but, in 
juftice to the compiler, it fhou!d be remarked that fome of them feem 
to have difappeared,—or may, perhaps, be lefs prominent in the 
group. 

Feb, 
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Feb. 7, 1794 in the sgth Year of his Age : To which is prefixed 

a Difcourfe on 2 Cor. xili. 11. occafioned by his Death ; and re. 

commended to the Church over which he prefided, as the Advice 

of a dying Pattor. By D. Taylor. 1zmo. pp. 146. Is. 6d, 

Button, &c. 

It has been the practice of many pious perfons to keep a fpiritual 
diary or record of their religious experience and reflections, From 
a journal of this kind, the greater part of the materials of the prefent 
volume are colleéted. The fermon is a plain, practical, devotional 
difcourfe, on various branches of Chriftian duty. The narrative is a 
fhort account of Mr. Thompfon’ s minilterial labours. The publica. 
tion may be edifying to a particular defcription of readers. 


Art. 67. The Repertory of Arts and Manufaciur es, confifting of Ort. 
inal Communications, Specifications of Patent Inventions, and 
Sele€tions of ufeful Papers from the Tranfa¢tions of, Philofophical 
Societies, &c. Vol. III. Svo. gs. 6d. Wilkie, &@® 1795. 
In our Rev. for February, 1795, we gave an account of the firft 
volume of this ufeful collection, with a brief detail of the nature and 
defign of the undertaking ; and in the Review for Jan. 1796, we re- 
corded the publication of Vol. iJ. ‘The prefent volume carries on 
the work with due regularity ; and, as we hear, with fuccefs, 


Art. 68. The Corre/pondent, a Selection of Letters from the bef 
Authors ; together with fome hye adapted to all the Periods 
and Occafions of Li fe, &c. &c. s2zmo. 2 Vols, 7s. fewed. 
Cadell jun. and Davies. 1799. : 

The object of a work of this kind may be twofold; to teach the 
art of letter writing, so to furnifh an agreeable mifcellany for ge- 
neral readers. ‘The compiier of the prefent volumes feems to have 
had both thefe ends in view. He be: gins with a didattic introduction, 
containing rules for epiftolary compo oiition, and he gives certain {pe- 
cimens as illuitrative of theie rules, and as affording models for imita- 
tion. On theotherhand, the buik of the work is compoled of letters 
of curiofity or entertainment, which can have nothing preceptive for 
their object, more than any other pieces of good writing. 

With refpcct to the firit of thefe purpotes, we believe that very 


Aittle can be done by teaching the art of writing letters, feparately from 


that of the proper ule of language on all other occafions, In fatt, 
there is nothing in the epiftolary ityle to diftinguifh it from any other 
mode of exprefling the thoughts by writing, except, perhaps, a de- 
gree of eafe and vivacity which are the ornaments of its more finifhed 
and exquifite performances, but which long practice and natural ge- 
nius alone can beiiow ; and, as to thofe common-place topics which 
are fuggefted by letters compofed for the purpofe on imaginary occa- 
fions, that mind mult, indeed, be very unfurnifhed, which finds k 
ufeful to have recourfe to them in any circumftance of real life. 

A colleétion of the belt letters in any language may be rendered a 
very pleafing and interefting publication ; and fo many good epiftles 
are contained in that before us,as to make it an agreeable companion 
for a few leifure hours. Yet we cannot compliment the editor on ac- 
count of any extraordinary degree of tafle or judgment fhewn in the 
fele€&tion. Many of the pieces admitted are not entitled to diftin&tion, 
either by their ftyle or fentiments ; and in feveral, though the form 1s 

epiftolary,. 
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epiftolary, the matter and manner are fimply narrative, This is the 
cafe with moft of the defcriptive letters from well-known books of 
travels, which compofe great part of the fecond volume ; of which a 
hundred pages in the conclufion confift entirely of Mifs Williams’s 
relations of the atrocities attending the F rench revolution. Ai 


Ast. 69. Travels before the Flocd, An interefting oriental Record of 
Men and Manners inthe Antediluvian World, interpreted in Four- 
teen Evening Converfations between the Caliph of Bagdad and his 
Court. Tranflated fromthe Arabic. 2 Vols. 12mo. 7s. Boards, 
Robinfons. 1796. 

In the multifarious variety of books that come in review before as, 
there is a clafs that may be called the odd or whimfcal, under which 
we cannot hefitate to arrange the prefent volumes. Far from bein 
deficient in fhrewdnefs and intelligence, and occafionally affording 
broad glimpfes of meaning, the writer has however framed a tale oa 
the whole ild and incongruous, and has concealed his real purpofe 
in fuch a mafk of affumed opinion, that we honeftly confefs we know 
not entirely what to make of him. 

It will readily be conceived that, under the femblance of the ante- 
diluvian world, the author means to give a {ketch of the world as it 
goes; and that his general intention is to fhoot the fhafts of modern 
{atire from the cover of an antient oriental fabic. A certain Ben Hafi, 
a philofopher under the mafk of a foo!, is introduced to the caliph of 
Bagdad, a well-intentioned but ignorant monarch, to whom he relates _ 
the ftory of the travels of Mahal, brother-in-law to Noah. This ; 
Mahal is reprefented as of a curious and inquifitive difpofition ; 
whence, diffatisfied at pafiing his life among the fimple people of the 
mountains, he refolves to defcend into the vallies, and vifit the more 
cultivated inhabitants of the earth. ‘ I will fee with my own eyes 'e 
(fays he) thofe mighty giants, thofe fons of God, whom the mighty of fs 
the heavens have begotten with the daughters of our biood. I Jon 
to witnefs how they govern the earth and command mankind that 
dwell on it.? He accordingly puts his deiign in execution, and goes 
through a great variety of adventures in his paflage from country to 
country, where he meets with fultans, courtiers, priefts, men of let- 
ters, lawyers, nobles, traders, peafants, &c. which afford abundant 
matter for reflexion. 

The {pirit of the new philofophy is frequently cifplayed in the re- \ 
marks on religion and government; yetthe general refulit feems to be : 
a diftruft of all human knowlege, and a defpair of the melioration of 
mankind. ‘This is ftrongly inculcated in the concluding difcourfe be- 
tween Mahal, on his return from his travels, and the Lord; who 
queftions him on what he had feen, and declares his refolution to de- 
ftroy the whole human race. The Caliph, however, is made to ob- 
ferve to Ben Hafi, “* there mnft be fomething more in thy ftory. than I 
have found in it;’’? with which remark we commit it to the examina- 
tion of our philofophical readers, who will probably perufe the work 

with curiofity and amufement. Ar, 


Art. 70. The Hiftory of the Theatres of London; containing an annual 
Regifter of all the New and Revived Tragedies, Comedies, Operas, 
7 Farces, 
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Farces, Pantomimes, &c. that have been performed at the Theatres. 

Royal in London, from the Year 1771, to 1795. With Notes 

and Anecdotes. 12mo. 2 Vols. 6s. Boards. Martin and Bain, 

&ce. 1796. 7 

Mr. Whalley Chamberlain Oulton has compiled this work as a 
continuation of Vittor’s Hiflory of the Theatres, which ended with 
the year 1770. Mr. Oulton accordingly commences with the year 
1771; and the merit of his performance will at leaft entitle it to rank 
with that of his unanimated predeceflor; but neither of them can in 
any refpect be compared with Colley Cibber’s famous Theatrical 
Hiftory ; to which Victor’s compilement was given as a fupplement. 


Art. 71. The Stocks examined and compared: or, a Guide to Pur- 
chafersin the Public Funds. Containing an Introduétion, in which 
the Origin and Nature of the public Debts are explained, and ufe. 
ful Information is given relative to the Management of Bufinefs in 
the Funds. An Account of the public Funds, from the Time of 
their Creation to the Year 1795 ; including the Imperial and Irith 
Annuities, transferable at the Bank of England and the Stock of 
public Companies. And five new ufeful and extenfive Tables, for 
the Purpofes of examining and comparing the perpetual Annuities, 
and the Long, Short, and Imperial Annuities, with each other, at 
every probable Price: illuflrated by Obfervations and Examples. 
Alfo, a Statement of the National Debt, and an Account of the 
prefent plan for liquidating the fame. By William Fairman, of the 
Royal Exchange Aflurance. 8vo. pp. 93. 45. Boards. John- 
fon. 1795: 

This book will be found, as it profeffes to be, a convenient guide 
to purchafers in the public funds. The prefixed information feems 
wortby of reliance for its authenticity, and the annexed calculations 
for their accuracy. It cannot but tend to produce, at the Stock- 
Exchange, a more equitable relative price of the different forts of 
funds. 





es 


CORRESPONDENCE, 





We are obliged to Fuvenis for recalling to our recollection the 
beautiful tranflation by Ifaac Peccatus Shard, Efq. which appeared in 
the XLth Vol. of the Gentleman’s Magazine, of Metaftafio’s cele- 
brated Ode to Nicé, entitled ¢/e Indifferent. Our readers have lately 
been prefented with Dr. Burney’s accurate verfion of this poem, in 
our Rev. for Auguit, p. 376; and we would reprint Mr. Shard’s 
tranflation, were it not of fuch confiderable length. Thofe, however, 
who have fetts of the Gentleman’s Magazine, will readily find it by 
turning to p. 278. of the above mentioned volume. 





Our active correfpondent A. Z. muft be fenfible that we can 
make no ufe of anecdotes which are not fupported by any authority; 
and, indeed, if they were accompanied by the requifite vouchers, we 
do not fee how we could properly avail ourfelves of them. 





The letter of W.R. remains for confideration. 
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